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The PREFACE to the CHILDRE 


of the REFORMATION. | 


the Link, but follow the light it gives: Reach your 
band. to receive thu Treatiſe,which marks the ſhore, where 
the Ark of our Keformation,ſbatter'd by 2 deluge of trou- 
bles, may. reſt ; which ## a Holy liberty to all and each 


Perſon to believe or not believe, alb or not att as be pleaſes, 


with « ſafe Conſcience, according to the Principles of our 
 Reformiation. wl) 
ſbake our Church and State, through diverſuy of Opi- 
nions, profeſſed by our ſeveral Congregations ; ſome Rem: - 
dies bave been applied to bring us to Peace and Conformi- 
» 1; bus all bave proved ineffe#ual; ſome of our Doftors 


judge nothing can - cure our diſeaſe, but a General Council 


07 .Supream Authority, to whoſe Sentence we ſhould all 


Submit ; but #his, bejides thaz. it is Popiſh, to grant any ].. 


human Power for to oblige ourConſciences againſt our jugd- 
ments in matters of Religion, is but an imaginary Remedy 


for a real Evil :.. For, it's not in the Reformation as in | 
Popery ; in nhisthere is a ſupream Authority for t0 con- 


vene the Paſtors of: divers K ingdoms t0 a general Council, 


in-qur Reformation. there is none ;. Popery believes it's ' 


Councils pnd Popes. [infallible ; and therefore they can- 
noe but acquieſce,.. becauſe an infallible Sentence leaues 


no. doubt of. the Truth ; . but in the. Reformation, all . 


Cauntils, and bumgn Authority are fallible; and conſe- 
quently their Decifions may be doubted of, and we are 


never certain of the Truth. 


£ 


Other judge; the Remedy of our diſeaſe can be no other, 


buy. Pills of: Perſetution, penal Laws,. Ats of Parliement, 


Ordinances of Synads, forcing Men.z0 Conformity ; bus -- 


this bas proved not. only: deſtru&ive to the: peace of the 
Church, but bes ſhocks the very foundation of our Refers 
metion; for if we ninſt believe under ſevere on 
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| bat the Stath ani Beck faſt ical Aduthority.whll_ hpve 4s 
believe; then Serjprure muſt $4 noyorewur Rte of Faith, and- 
bus the Stake ant Cthrh ; td1-Þ watts SW; muſt -liani 
believe ; . and we muſt be deprived of the right and power _ rh, 
of Interpreting Scripture and believing it in tht ſenſe ud 145 
think it to be thetrue; and yet our whole ke ormatio 18. og PHE 
cemented and was firſt raiſed upon this Holy Liberty ; that 
every one ſhould read Scripture, interpret it,” and believe © 
-whatever ke thought was the true fenſe of it 5 without any" the f 
compulſion ar tonftraiyt for ts believe either Church;Stxts, \ © ach 
Yrverſiy, or Dotors, if we did not jndge by Soriprarye”* fors 
#is Dotrine was trus. oy { ©. 0:6 91, wh 
If Prudence had as great a ſhare in our Cond, T4510 
Paſion, we ftould regulate our future by the effetts of our £29 
p4i ations ; and if we will caſt an eye bick to'the tranſe— 909e 
ations of later Years, we ſball find this compulfion of  - £9, 
Mens Conſciences' has proquted © but cotifuſton in our” 54 
Church, and fart diſturbance in our State; contrary-' Bret 
miſe, never did our Reformation entjoy more'yence, ſhin'd' Pro 
with more luſtre, ani held its cyſe with more Bappineſs, fiep 
than when none was molefied for his Profefion, but every ©? 
ene had liberty to believe and reach, whar De#rine' and © Opt! 
Senſe each one thought to be the moſt conformable 10 Scri- Fame 
ptnre. Confer the infancy of the Reforma ion,\when God: 9 4 
raiſed Luther to reptir the ruines" of the Charch;, how \ the. 
of a ſudien © it ſpred it ſelf ' in" Germany, "France, - of -1 
Holland, . Poland, Scotland; «2d England, af by whay's Our 
means ? Was it not by taking away all confiraint of Mens or .( 
Conſciences (uſed then only in rhe PogiſÞChutob, Jour bleſ- ©" 
fed Reformers taking to themſelves and giving to others &- = \ſhop 
Holy Liberty for 10 teach and believe whatever vhey judge + ©" 4 
| ed robe the Doltrine and trueSenſe of Scripturty 1bo tt ed F 
ſhonld*be ag1in#t the receive" opinion of the Conneils,. \ 1. 

> Church, Yntverfities and Doltors ? Lookinto the Reign of ' hea! 
"Edward the VI. then, did-our Reformation flouriſh in Ver) 
. England ; end was miraculouſly propagated by the Liber. £4 
I of Martin,Bucer, Cranmer, Ochinus,Peter Martyr, fury, 
a — and 
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20 THE 'P-REFACE. 
ith andutbers'in' reaching Calvinifnr,Lutheranifin, Zuing- 
muſt -lianilin, by Scriprure as every one underitood-it ; Deſcend 
wer 10 the ReigmafQueen Mary, thes 'thdvight of the Goſpel 
A waercerctipfed, beeauſe the flock was again Popioly com- 
his.  PHed-ro; believe, os what ehÞts judded'by Scripriire to be 
hat 111 5\\ but whar the:Pope antl. Church judged was ſuch: 
eve Come down # ſtep lowey to Queen Elizabeth's time, then, 
tey\* the flock recovering that Holy Liberty for to believe whan 
212," each.one thought" was xhe Dattrine of Scripture , the Re+ 
tre” Jorntioh gamed'grount; our ſeveral Congregations liv 
«\-, whpeaceably'3: for thoProreſtancy' was eflabliſpt the Re+ 
4s FTigioz of. the Lind , .vihers were not oppreſſed, nor theiy 
our Liberty conſtrain by compulſions: Step down'a degree 
inſ-" = Jower #0 King James his time; the Reformation beld its 
of © courſe as proſperouſlz as in Queen Elizabeth's time, be< 
wp: cauſe Mens Conſciences were not oppreſſed ; all Reformed 
ry. Bretbren bad full Liberty 10 believe as they pleaſed ; the 
$*4" Proteſtancy was the Religion of the Xing : Look down 4. 
fr, MFRep lower to King Charles the firſt's Reign ; bis Majeſt y 
carried with a Godly Zeal of reſtraining the diverſity of 
n4 Opinions, begot by the Liberty enjoyed in his Predeceſcrs 
4. times, woul.l by new Laws and Ordinances force the flock 
od: v0 an Pniformity of DoRrine; but our yeahus Brethren 
» ' the Presbyterians, impatient of any conſtraint in affairs 
8; of - Religion, and pleading for the Ewangelical Liberty of 
ys Our: Reformation, for 10 believe nothing, nor uſe any Rites 
ns or .Ceremonies, but as each one julged by Scripture to be. 
ſ-'> convenient ; they covenanted againſt bus Majeſly and Bi- 
4- ſhops; and the Storm grew to that beight, that both Church 
" and State were drowa'd almoſt in the Blood of our Reform= 
Te ed Brethren : laſtly,look upon our Realm as it is at preſent, 
5.) the ſymptoms of diſatisf ations which you" may read and 
f hear .in Coftce-Honſes, in publick and private Con- 
” verſations ; the [ptrkizs of jealoufies, * which appear in our 
Y Land ; the Cabals againſt our Government ; the animp- 
r, ſuty of divided Parties; the murmur and complaints it; 
4 what's all this but the ſmoke of that. hidden fire of Zeal, 
4 A} wherewith 2 
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Zyuinglius, Beza and others; mbo took « Holy Liberry, 
WAY | and 


*\ =» 
wa, 


wherewith Proteftants would force Presbyterians by and 
penal Laws, to Profeſs their Teners, Presbyterians ex- ptur 
claim againſt Proteſtancy 45-4g4inſt Popery; Quakers true 
judge both to be limbs of Satan ; Anahaptifts. leok on al! judg 
#bree,_ as Children of Pendition 3; and no: Congregation. took 
ould give Liberty'for to Prafeſs any'Tenets bud its cany;* but , 
in ſo much that if you confider ai mell;. each of our Con» Rul 
gregations, are as ſevere Tyrants overour judgments and Libe 
Conſciences, as Popery was, end our Reformation-.comes of ſe 
30 be in effet but an exchange ofi.one-Itakan Popey for of it 
many Engliſh ones ; For.:as 'inPopery,. we muſt ſubrate 7 
our Fudgnents tothe iPope and:Churdh of. Reme; .d Tre, 
be eſteemed putrid rotten Members,and be:ſhut out of &ex- by tl 
vens Gates ; and ſuffer Inquiſitions, Perſecutions, Ex»> 5 $, 
communications, 4nd what nat 3 ſo among us, you mu# each 
believe Scripture as Interpreted by the Chureh of Eng» Pri: 
land, or you are condemned by them; you mui believe 10 b 
Scripture as Interpreted by the Presbyterians, or you are ſcie? 
geenrſed by them ; you muſt believe as Anabaptiſts do, or is 2 
you are damn'd by them; and not one Congregation among the 
ws, but would Root all the others out of | the World, if is cree 
could ; and we do not fear that danger whereof $. Paul, Brei 
Gal. 5. 15. warns us, If we bite and devour one ano« one: 
ther, let's take heed, we be not conſumed one of an» you 
other ; giving us likewiſe a wh:Iſom advice in the ſame. you 
place, how to prevent thu Evil; Stand faft in the Li» ſons 
berty, wherewith Chrift has made us free, and.'/be #f 1 
not intangled again with the Yoke of Bondage; The nor 
World did groen under this beavy Toke in Popery; where» _-, of . 
in our Rule of Faith, was Scripture as Interpreted by the tb 
Pope and Church : Scriprure was kept from the hand of for 
the flock: No-man permitted to give or believe any Inter= nets 
pretation or Senſe of it, but what the Pope, Church, and Chu 
Fathers did approve ; Our Reaſon.our Fudments,our Con» Chr 
| ſciences were Sltues under this Toke, untill that God raiſ® or t 
\ ed our glorious and bl:fed Reformers Luther, Calvin, of fi 
ay, 
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ns by end gave us all Liberty for ts Read and Interpret Scri- 
10S ex= pture 5 to believe no Dofrine, bus what we judged to be 
1akers rrue by Scripture : To believe any ſenſe of it, which we 
\0n al! judged to be true, tho contrary to all the World: They 


nw 


5 ann; 
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comes 


took for their Rute of Faith Scripture, and nothing elſe 
but Scripture 4s each one of them underſtood it ; thu ſame 
Rule of Faith they left ro ms, and a Holy Freedom and 
Liberty of our Fudgments and Conſciences, that any man 
of ſound Fudgment may bojd and believe whatever ſenſe 
of it, he thinks to be truce 

This therefore is the ſcope and end of my following 
Treatiſe ; that,whereas our —_ Faith,as I wil! prove 
by the unanimous conſent of our whole Reformed Church, 
i Scripture or Gods Written Word, as Interpreted by 
each Perſon of ſound Fudgment ; that wheres by tbe 
Principles of our Reformation,no man is to be conſtrained. 
to believe any Doftrine againſt his Fudgment and Con- 
ſcience : (otherwiſe why were not we left in Popery) it 
is impious, tyrannical, and quite againſt the Spirit of 
the Reformation, to force us by Aits of Parliamems, Dee 
crees of Symods, Invetives,' and Perſecutions of indiſcrees 
Brethren, 20 embrace this or that Religion ; that every 
one ought to be permitted to believe what be pleaſes; if 
you think Bigamy to be the Doftrine of Scripture : If 
you think by Scripture thrre is one Nature and four Per- 
ſons in God; if you think Tranſubſtantiation 10 be true ; 
if you Fudge by Gods Words there's n2ither Purgatory 
nor Hell ; finally whatever you think to be the truz ſenſe 
of Scripture, you ave bound as a true Reformed Child, 
to believe it ; that it is quite again# the Spirit of Re- 
formation to cenſure, oppoſe or blame the Doftrine or Te- 
nets of any Congregation,or of any Doftor of the Reformed 
Church ; becauſe that any DoJrine profeſſed by any 
Chriſlian Congregation, whatever (the Popiſh excepred) 
or that ever was delivered by 1ny man of good Fudgment 
of the Reformation, ſince the beginning of it, until this | 
aay, is as truely and really the Do@rine of the Reforms- "| 

A 4 . 
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tron, as the Fighrative Preſence or Kings ſupremacy is. 
Conſequently Proteftants are deſervedly ro be checkt for 
perſecuting Quakers; Quakers, for murmuring againſt 
Presbyterians ; theſe, for their invetives againſt Ana- 
baptifts and Socinians ; AY are very 'good ; and you 


may lawfully, according ihe principles of our Reformation, 


believe them, or deny them, 

FhisEvangelicalLiberty of believing any thing, which 
we Judge to be the ſenſe of Scripture,:though all the 
reſt of the World ſhould Judge it to be a Blaſphemy, 
is the: moſt diſtinive ſign of the Reformation from 
Popery ; for Papiſts are the Children of Agar the 
Slave ; they live in Bondage and Conftraint to believe 
any DoQrine, which the Pope and Church propoſes 
to them ; and if a learned Man or Univerſity ſhould 
Judge it to be contrary to Scripture, he muft ſubmit 
his Judgment to that of the Pope, or be condemn'd 
as an Heretick : In our Reformation, we are the 
Chiidren of Sarah the Free $. our Rule of Faith is Scri- 
pture as each Perſon of ſoundJudgment in the Church 
underſtands ; if we do not like the Dofrine of the 
Pope, Church or Council, we may gainſay them all, 
and hold our own ſenſe of Scripture; We enjoy the 
Prerogative of Rational Creatures we are lead by our 
own Reaſon, which God has given us for our con- 
dutt, and are not like Beafts, conftrained to follow 
that of others. We follow the Rule given us by S. 
Panl, Rom. 14. He? who eats, I:t kim not deſpiſe bim 


who dy:s not eat; and who dns not eat, let him not dee , 
fopiſ? Fim who does exr; for God Eath receiv?d bim: 


That's to ſay, he who believes, let h'm not check him 
who does not believe, as he d025; And he who does 
not believe.let him not blame kim who does believe : 
But let each one believe, or not believe as he thinks 
beſt in the Lord : This holy Liberty and freedom 1s the 
Spirit of God. for, where the Spirir of Cod is, there 
# Liberty, 2 Cor. 3. ſays the great Apoſtle : Jo 
or 
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Lord inſpire to'our 'Parkament, ,that now ſits upon'z 
perfect atll new- ſettlement of (Government and Reli- 
gion; 'to follow the feot-fteps of 'bur fir renow ned 
Reformers : To enatti- that there may be no other 
Rule of Faith, but that which we received from our 
Reformers. and which is laid down for us in the 3g. 
Articles of the Church of England; That is, Scri - 
pture aseach-one beſt underſtands it, without 'regard- 
ing the Judgment,: Senſe, or Interpretation of any 
but the pure. Word: of God, as we underſtand-it: And 
to enatt Penal -Laws againft any ſag bold and unchari- 
table, as to cenfure or blame the Tenets of any Con» 
gregation,: be it Lautheraniſm, Pregbytery, - Arianiſm, 
Fudaiſm or Paganiſm : Or any Doftrine whatever, 
that any Man of ſound Judgment thinks in his Can- 
ſcierice to be the Senſe and 'DoQrine of: Scripture. 

. Three things make me hop2,that this Treatiſe with 
be welcom tothe well inclined and pious Reader of: 
our Reformed Church: Firſt, that there is not one: 
Author quoted in this Book; but our-own Dottors,, 
Learned and Godly Children of the Reformation; and 
this I abſerve, that my Reader may know there's not . 
a Jot of any Dottrine:here but what; is of the Refor-. 
mation ;.-and alſo advertiſe our Writers and - School-. 
Men, how -much;they diſcredit our Reformed Church, - 


by making ſo much uſe of Popiſh Dottors and Books : 
in their Writings ; as if we hadgnot great and learned - 


Men of our own; if. we look into our Biſhops and 


Minifters Libraries, we ſhall meet but Books either of : 
- confeſſedly. Papifts, or ſtrongly ſuſpected of Popery ;.. 
and you ſhall hardly.meet in any of,;chem, the works 
of Luther, Calvin, Bezay or any of our own Au--., 


thors, 'if you 'do not meet ſome- Comedies, or Ro- 
mances: If you Read our modern Writers, you 
ſhall find their Books to be ftuft with Arguments ftolen 
from Straplezon, Peron, Bellarmin, and other Popiſh 


Doctors, whereas they. avght: to. take their Dottrine_ 4 


AS fro 


1 - 
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from Zuther, Catvia, and our other: feſt Reformers, 
Apoftles raiſed by Gods Heavenly Spirit : 'Oracles by 
whoſe Mouths and Pens he delivered the pureand Or- 
thodox Dottrine of the. Goſpel; Heavenly Fountains, 
from which we ought to drink the Do&rine of the Re- 


formation ; Therefore, 1 have made a particular ' 


ſtudy, for the Comfort of my: Reader, not #0 pro- 
fane this Treatiſe with any quotation of any Popiſh 
W riter, - none but our own DoQors. 

Secondly my Reader will be pleas'd with this Trea- 
tiſe,becauſel do not oblige him to believe the contents 
ef it:if he miſlikes any DoCtrine couched in this book, 
let him not believe it;what I pretend.,js,to maintain his 
liberty for to believe or not belieye what he pleaſes,and 
that-nonecan ſay black is his eye, for believing what- 
| ever-he judges tobe the ſenſe of Scripturezlet all others 
! think of it what they will; for, our Rule of Faith, 
'/ as I will prove, being Scripture as each Perſon under- 
|||  Fands it; who can be ſo bold as tocheck you for tea- 
/| ching and believing what you underftand Scripture to 
| fay? fome Dottrines there are in this Book delivered 
|| by Zuther, Calvin, Zuinglius, Beza, and others ; 

; Which our Church of England and ſome others do call 
|| Blaſphemies, and ſcandalous Tenets ; and their irre- 
[| verence and arrogance is run ſo far, as to condemn 
thoſe blefſed Men, for teaching ſuch Tenets, and ſay, 
that they ſwerved from the Truth;and. had their frail- 
ties, in ſo much, that many of us are aſhamed to own 
thoſe great Men to have been our Reformersand Lea- 
ders : This is an-impiety altogether inſupportable, it 
| cannot be ſuffered -with Patience, that ſuch Apoſtoli. 
| cal Men, who were-undeniably our firft Mafters of the 
| Reformation, ſtould be ſo vilified and abuſed :' There- 
fore 1 do prove, that there's no Do&rine delivered by 
them, but is tobe eſteemed and called the Dodtrine 
{ of the Reformation: And can be according to the Prin 


Iciples of the Reformed Church, believed and taught- - 
<Y . by 
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by any Reformed Child : For what is our Rule of } 
Faith in the Reformation, but Scripture as each Pere 
ſon of ſound Judgment underftands it ? Conſequent- 
ly what is the De#rine of the Reformation, but what 
any Perſon of ſound Judgment underftands to be of- | 
Scripture? Whatever Do&rine therefore, Luther , | 
Calvin, or others judged to be of Scripture , How | 
can you deny it to be the Doctrine of the Reformation, | 
Or blame them for teaching and believing it ? If you | 
do not like ; The moſt, you can in Juſtice do, is not | 
to believe it; But you cannot juſtly ſay it's not the Do= | 
&rine of the Reformation, becauſe it's Scripture as 
underfiood by Perſons of good Judgment : Nor can | 
you in Juſtice blame them, or any other for believing | 
it, if they like it ; For, muſt not we believe, what | 
we Judge in our Conſciences to be the DoQrine of 
Scripture ? 

Laſtly, my Reader will be pleaſed with the finceri- 

and plain dealing of this Treatife : As much as we + 
are all offended by the diſimulation and double deal- 
ing of our modern Writers, whoſe aim and ſcope in 
the Books they give out, ſeem to be nothing elſe; but 
to ſay ſomewhat, whereby they may be thought to be 
no Papiſts, and nothing is lefs found in their Writings, 
than the pure and orthodox Dottrine of the Reforma» 
tion : And what is to be bemoan'd ,that you'll hardly 
ſee inthe Houſes or Hands of the flock, the Works of 
Luther, Calvin, or our other firft Reformers, they 
are hid from us, to keep us in ignorance of the true 
Reformed Dotrine, and we ſee but Bramball, Til- - 
lotſon, Taylor, Stilingfl:zet, Thorndike, and ſuch others, 
whofe Dottrine is neither Popery, nor of the Refor- 
mation, but a new compound of both;they do ſo man- 
gle the Queſtions controverted with their Scholafticat 
fubtilities and diftin&ions, as if they were athamed 
to own openly our Tenets, and did endeavour to 


zet the Opinion of moderate ſober Men with the Pas | 
Pans: 
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piſts,by drawing as near as their Intereſt can perm it 
them, to their Doctrine. Ask them, if we be ob- 
liged tobelieve the Dottrine and Senſe of Scripture, 
” delivered by a general Council; Our firſt Reformers 
\ reſolved roundly that we are not: Nay Luther, ſays 
| expreſly we are bound to gainſay, and work againſt 
the Decrees of any Council : But our modern Dottors 
anſwer with a pretty diſtinftion, There's a civil ob1i- 
| gation, quoth one, but ns obligation in Conſcience : 
| There's an obligation in Conſcience, ſays another, . pro- 
' wided you do not believe they are infallible; Tou may 
believe they are infallible objeflively or terminatively, 
| ſays another, but not ſubjeftively ; They are infal- 
lible in Fundamental points, ſays another, but not 
in inferior Truths, Another will come yet, and ſay 
| they are abſolutely infallible in all Articles, and thus 
|| by little and little,the Papiſts gain ground againſt us, 
| and the luſtre of our Reformation is Clouded by the 
[| cowardlineſs, or. infincerity, or Hypocriſie of our 
' modern Teachers. 1 Kings 18. How long halt ye 
| between two Opinions ? If the Lord be God, follow 
bim 2 But if Baal, then follow him, Luther, Cal- 
vin, Bez4, and our other firft Reformers were. rai- 
ſed by God to teach us the purity of the Goſpel : Let 
| ris. not be aſhamed to follow: their Dottrine ; To 
Speak, - Preach, and Believe as they did : There- 
fore, 1 do propoſe their Dottrine in this Treatiſe in 
its native Colours, that if you like it, you may be- 
eve it, and if any be ſo bold as to ſay you beheve 
falſe or ſcandalous DoQrine, you muſt anſwer ; It's 
|| the Dodtrine of the Reformation, becauſe it's Scri- 
||/p:ure as underſtood by Perſons of Judgment, and the 
greateſt Oracles we had ; And if you do not like it, 
I'you may deny it but beware never to blame or check 
[any 0: her for believing it : This is the Holy Liberty 
of the GOSPEL and of our Primitive R E- 
FOR MATION. 
| Firtt - 


| 
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ciples,and methinks you drive to eſtabliſh a new 
Religion;for that unlimited Liberty, which you, 
aſſert for to believe or not believe, whateyer we. 
ply with a ſafe Conſcience, is not allowed by” 
s, any of our Reformed Congregations ; and it were to, 
Ce be wiſht, you ſhould rather ſtick to ſome one of the 
r Congregations now Eftablifht, than to erett a new 
'e one, for we have but too many already. 
v Iſaazs. The Lord forbid T ſhould think. or ſpeak' o- 
'. therwiſe than as becometha true Child of the Refor-, 
- 


ly, I SM AE L. TI have read your Preface and Prin- 


mation: If you will oblige me to believe Scripture as 
interpreted by the Zutheran.Church (the like 1 ſay of ' 
any other Congregation,) and deny the Tenets of alt 
others, what difference betwixt me and a Papiſt in the , 
Elettion of my Religion ? For the Papiſts Religion 
muſt be no other, but Scripture as Interpreted by the 
Pope and Councils; my Religion muſt be Scripture as 
; —Interpreted by the Lutheran .Church, .and no other ; 
my Judgment and Conſcience ' therefore is as much - 
conftrained as that of the Papift ; and our Separation , 
from Popery will come to be but an exchange of one © 
Slavery for another ; in that, our Judgments and ' 
Conſciences were Slaves to the Pope and Councils; in 
ths, weare Slaves to the Zutheran Church ; We be- 
came a Reforgation by ſhaking off theYoke of Popery 
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lieve Scripture as with the aſh 


from our Judgments, and eaving them free for to be. gre 
ance of Gods Spirit-tenuc 


each one beft underſtands it; and if we will continue Presh 
a Reformation, we muſt not ſubmit _ our Judg- and v 


ments to any other,but retain that ble 


ed Liberty we. but 2 


recovered for to believe the Tenets of any Congrega-'fs int 
tion. I confeſs this Liberty: isnot allowed by any one fore t 
particular Congtegation, as you obſerve'; but you bert) 
muſt alſo grant me, That it's allowed and taken by the that 
whole Body of the Reformation, for in this whole thers 
Bedy,- as it -comprehends Protefiants, . Lutherans , tieve 


Presbytertans, &c, One Congregatidn believes what 
the __— and in any of them a man may live 
with a fate, Conſcience (whick you will not deny 3) 
therefore any\man has full Liberty for to believe or de- 
ny with a ſafe Conſtience the Tenets of any Congrega- 
tion: Hence it follows, (and to my grief I ſpeak it,) 
that no particular Congregation, be it of England, 
France, or Germany, has the true Spirit of the Refor- 
mation, in doting ſo much upon their particular Te- 
nets, as to think they cannot be as well denyed,as be- 
lieved ; and in looking upon them with ſo paſſionate 
eyes, as to cenſure, check,and force others to believe 
them : You ſhall ſee by this diſcourſe, that the true 

Spirit of the Reformation is not in any one particular 

Congregation ſeparately taken from the reſt; for each 

particular Congregation conſtrains as much as it can, 

all People to believe its own Tenets : Proteftancy 


would have us all to be Proteftants, and would-root _ 


Luthergns out of the World as-well as Popery ; Luthe- 
r4ns would, if they could, draw all to their own 
Net; .Presbytery eſteems it ſelf to be the beſt of all, 
and would craſh Proteftancy if it could ; This then is 
the Spirit of each particular Congregation, a limiting, 
confining Spirit to ſome particular Tenets,with an ex- 
cluſion of all others; but look on the whole Body of 
our Reformation, as it includes all Reformed Con- 
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* to be. gregations diſtin from Popery ; there is a Holy ex- 
Spirit.tenfion of Spirit and Liberty for to be either Lutherans, 
ntinue Preshyerians, Proteſtants, and any thing but Popery ; 
 Tudg- and whatever any Congregation may ſay- of anether, 
ty we but all unanimouſly agree that the Spirit of the Lord 
Zrega-'ts in the whole Body of the Reformation ; fince there- 
1y one fore that in this whole Body,there is aLatitude and Li- 
t you berty for to Profeſs divers and oppoſite Tenets, and 
by the that each Tenet is believed by one, and denied by 04 
whole thers; we muſt grant that this Holy Liberty for to be« 
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tieve or deny an Tenets we pleaſe, is the true Spirit 
of our Holy Reformation. | 
It's not therefore to be wiſh'd, as you do, that I 
ſhould ftick to any one particular Congregationor Te- 
net; for ſuch a reftrittion is meer Popery; and your 
bemoaning the multiplicity of our Congregations is 
profane and Popiſh'; No, it's a-bleſſing of the Lord 
upon our Reformation, for which we ſhall never ſuf- 
ficientlythank him,that we ſee it divided into ſo many 
Godly branches. In the Houſe of my Father, faid 
Chrift, there are many manſions, Fobn 14. 2. 
- Iſmael, By your diſcourſe you ſeem to allow that 
we may with a ſafe Conſcience changes Religiohs as 
often as we pleaſe, and be to day-a Proteſtant, to mor-. 


row a Lutheran, next day a Presbyterian, and fo run + 


orer all. 
Iſaac, I know you will be ftartld at my anſwer, 


ncy for Tam not Ignorant that all men apprehended it to 

oot _. be abſurd to change and run over ſomany Religions ; 

the. 'but truth muſt be declared; though it may- ſeem - #* 

ſcandal] to _————_— a folly to the Gentiles; Its there»! 
ri 
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all, fore the ne of the Reformation that we may- 
1is with a ſafe Conſcience be to day Proteſtants, to mor-- 
1g, TOW Lutberans; in France Hugonots, int Hungary 4n- 

2x- Titrinitarians, in Poland Socinians; and in Zondon of 
of any Religion but- Popery. 


iſmaz}. For ſhame you foully impofe-upon the Re- 


for- 


(4) 


fuch a ſcandalous and abſurd:Dottrine. 


formation; there's not any. Congregation that teaches as eat 
-\ inth 
- . aac. - By your favour; I love the Reformation as. 


her. : 


the Apple of my Eye, and will never yield to any. in. trou) 
my Zeal for its Honour and Do&trine; I am ſo far from, but 1 
impoſing upon it, that I will evidence your error in'..uthi 


denying, this to be its Doftrinezand it will appear that 

whoeyerwill deny it,to be very lawful to change Re- 

+ ligions as.time and occaſian requires, muſt renounce 

the beſt and Fundamental Principles of our Reforma- 

tion, - and, muft impiouſly condema. the prattice of our 
Reformers. 


- Jſmgel. How will you make it out. that :this Do- - 


Arine is grounded upon the Fundamental Principles 


of our Reformation; whereas there is not one Con- 


gregation of ours, but abhors it?” +; 1 4 #4 

* . axe, Sir, you may well perceive by the tenor. of 
my diſcourſe, that, I; am Piouſly and- Charitably jea- 
lous with each particular Congregation, and that my 
drift is to ſhew that-.cach of them, none. excepted, 
ſwerves from and tranſgrefles againft the true Spirit 
and: ſolid Principles of the Reformation, as will fur- 
ther appear in this diſcourſe,..:.": -. 77 


It's unconteftedly true that the Rule of Faith of the . 


Reformation, is Scripture, as the humble of Heart, aſ- 
ſiſted with the Spirit of the Lord, underſtand it ; for 
Lutherans will never admit their Rule of Faith. to be 
Scripture, as Interpreted by the Church of England , 


but as Interpreted by themſelves; nor will England ale | 
mit Scripture to be the;:Rule of Faith; ag 1t is Inters.' 


preted: by the Presbyteriens, but as Interpreted by the- 
Church of -EZnglaxud: ſo that the- Doctrine iof each 
Congregation is but. Scripture as interpreted by then, , 
and whereas all theſe Congregations joyntly compoſe 


the whole Body of the Reformation, and each Con» : 


gregation is truly asxmember of the Reformation, the 
Doctrine of the Reformation comes to: be Scripture, 
as 


Inte! 


CF) 
teache; as each Congregation, and Perſon of ſound Judgment 
©... jn the Reformation, (ſays the Church of England in 
ton a3- her. 39 Articles) Interprets it. . This being an; uncon- 
any. in. trouled. truth, what Man of ever fo ſound Judgment, 
r from, but may Read-to day Scripture as -Interpreted-by the 
rror in'..utheran Church, and Judge in his. Conſcience that 
r that Interpretation and Dodtrine te be true ; .conſequent- 
;e Re- ly he may witha ſafe Conſcience Profeſs that Religi- 
ounce on:Soon after he may meet Catvin'sBooks,and chaym'd 
orma- with the admirable ftrength of his reaſons. and gloſles 
of our! upon Scripture,he may Judge in his Conſcience, he-is 
to be preferr'd before Luther, and fo may lawfully: for- 
$ Do- ſake Lutheraniſm for Calviniſm ; then again he hits 
ciples upon Scripture as Interpreted by the Church of Zng- 
Con- J:nd, whoſe Dodtrine raviihes him with that decency 
of Ceremonies, that Majefty of her Liturgy, that 
dr.of: Harmony of her Hierarchy, he is convinc'd it's better 
' Jea- than Calviniſm, and embraces it :- Then again, he 
t my readsthe Works of 4r1%5,and convinc'd by the energy 
ted, of his Arguments and Texts of Scripture produced by 
pirit him, may alter his Judgment and become an 4riar. 
fur- Wherein can you ſay does this Man tranſgreſs againſt 
* , the Ded@rineor Trinciples of the Reformation ? Does 
the . heforſake the Reformation, becauſe he forſakes Ln- 
» al: theraniſm for Calviniſm ? No ſure ; for Calviniſm is 
for as much of the Reformation as the other ; 1s not Pro- 
» be reſtancy as much the DoEtrine of the Reformation as 
nd, Presbytery ? tho' he changes therefore one for the 043 
ale, ther he ftill holds the Dodtrine of the Reformation ; 
Xrs.' 1s not the Doftrine of the Reformation Scripture, not 
the” as Proteſtants only, or Presbyterizns only Interpret it, 
ach - but as any Congregation or Man of ſound Judgment 
Mm, holds it? It is therefore evident that according to the 
ole. Dodrine and Principles of the Reformation, he may 
M- : with a ſafe Conſcience change Religions, and be to. 
he day of one, to morrow of another, until. he runs all 


ie, over, Point me out any Congregation, (the obſti- 
as kate 
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mte Papifts excepted,) who will dare ſay, I cannot 


form 


tive with a ſafe Conſcience inany other Congregation Frya 


at in it (elf; all other Congregations will laugh at it;- $crij 


Why then may not I lawfully ftorſake any Cengrega- 
ion, and/paſs to another ? And bein Englanda Pro: 


:Refc 
-Baict. 


veſtant, in Germany a Lutheran, in Hungary an An- Con 


fitrinitarian or Socinian. 


Lutt 


Iſmael. It's againſt the grain of Mans reaſon to be- nicar 
lieve that we can with a ſafe Conſcience change Reli« ing * 


ions, as you ſay; If you be a Proteſtant, and you 
Judge it to be the true Religion , you are bound to 
Kick to it, and never to change it. 
Jfaac. Tf T did difcourſe with a Papift, T would not 
wonder he ſhould ſay it's againft the grain of Mans 
reaſon to believe it lawful ; but T admire that a Child 
of the Reformation, be he of what Congregation he 
will, thould be ſo Tgnorant of his Principles, as to 
ſay a Man cannot change Religions when he pleaſes: 


Ner do I undertake to prove againſt the Papift, that . 


this is lawful, but 1 undertake to prove it lawful againft 
any Reformed Child, or force him to deny the Prin. 
ciples of the Reformation. Ts it againft reaſon that a 
Man may read today Scripture, and the Zutherans In- 
. terpretation upon it, and like it very well ; and that 
he ſhould in this caſe embrace that Religion ? Is it a- 
s4inft the grain of Mans reaſon that this fame. Man 
ſhould nextYear afterwards hit upon Catvir's Works 
upon Scripture, and after better conſtderation, think 
his Dotrine to ſurpaſs that of Zuthey ; and could not 
he then (being obliged to chooſe the beft,) forſake 
Lutheraniſm and ſtick to Calviniſm ? And is it againſt 
Mans reaſon that he in following Years may meet 0- 
ther Books of A4ri:ns, Socinians, &c. and do the 
like ? Have not we many examples of this in our beſt 
and moſt renowned Reformers? Did not Ochinue 
that great light (ſayes B. Bale) in whoje preſence 
England was happy, reading Scripture, Judge the _ 
OI- 


Luth 
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foul 
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cannot. formation to be better than Popery.,and of a C gpuchin 
egation Fryar became a Reformed, after ſome Years reading 
hat it;. Scripture, he Judged. Fudaiſns toibe better than the 
Ngrega- :Reformation and (became a Few: :Did' not. 2darrim 
{a Pro. -Zictr,..one of our' firſt 'Reformers = England and | 
an An-"'Compoſers of outiL iturgy, reading/Scripture, ' judge | 
LEES to be ——_ Popery.and of a Domi- 
to be. nican Eryar, became.a Lutheran ? Soon after read- 
2 Relic ing Scripture, he judged Zuinglianiſm to he'better thas || 
| you LZutheraniſm, and became a Zuixglian ; not longer after | 
und to 'he became a Lutheran apain'as he Confefſes, 4 and |) 
foxſook LCutheraniſm the ſecond time, -and returned |} 
Id not again to'Zuinglizniſm, as SHuſer ſayes.' b Did 'not 
Mans Cranmer: one of our firſt Reformers alſo of England, 
Child and Compoſers of the 39. Articles, a Wiſe and Re- 
on he 1ijgious Man profeſs Popery in Henry the VIII's time, || 
as to and Compoſe a Book in defence of Real preſence; then 
ales: in Edward the VI's time wpon better conſideration he 
, that _ profeſſed 2uinglianiſm, and Writ a Book againft Rea] 
_ preſence ; then again in Queen Mery's Reign, being 
rin- Sentenc'd to Death, he declared for Popery, but ſeing 
hat a his Recantation could not preſerve hisLife he renoun- 
s In- ced Popery and Dyed a Zuinglian, Icould tire your 
that Patience in reading and Mind in relating the number 
ita- of our prime. and moſt renowned.as well firft Refor. 
Man mers, as Learned Doftors, who without any ſcruple; 
orks changed ſeveral times their Religionsznor in the Prin- 
unk c«iples of our Reformation ought they to be blamed : 
Not _ For whereas our Rule of Faith is Scripture as with the 
ake afſiftance of Gods Spirit we underftand it, who doubts 
inft hut we may to day Judge fincerely Luther's ſenſe of it 
CO- tobe true, to morrow we may read with more atten- 
the tion and Judge 4rizs his ſenſe to be true;next day that 
eft ofCalvis, and ſo of the veſt: 1 do not think but 
nu thatwe have in England many Abettors of this Do- 


hs Qrine ; 
= a Epift. 2d Neremb. & in Comment, in Jo. 6. & 16, Matt. 
b Thesl. Calvin. |. 2. fol. 70» 


M2 


fons do.we 'know and thave we known, who | were 


Sheep, they. will not admit you to-their-Communion, 
or Liturgy. ;. nay, could they welk avoid.:you; : they 


( 6 , chee 


Qrine 2 Alas! how many Biſhops; Deatis and rich Par- ein 
Zealous Presbytetians, and dectared Eneinies of: Pro- *2. 


$eſtancyin oar Gracious Soveraigh'sExile:;z:;and- flo | x. 
fooner was he reſtored, i afkd badiBifſhopricks)and Ec- * |, 
deſiaſtical Dignities to be given, butthey betameftilf |. 

. Proteftants, "166.6 THe & Ss 


mo 


Obſerve the difference betwixt the Papiſts and as, YET 


if ofa Papift you become ofany other Congregation, "_ : 


the Popiſh Church Excommunicates you, :theu art , 1 
lookt upon as -an #ererick,. and 4poiiare; A; frail | 

your: 
[nth 


would neyer admit you ta their Company zand why? form 


Becauſe they are. fondly yerſwaded their own-is the on: \ S. , - 


Iy true Religion, and all others'to be Synagogues Divi 
Satan ; and if any of us will become a Papift, he muft your 
firft abjure his formec Profeſſion ; But if of a Protey pres 
ftant you ſhould become a Presbyterian; a Lutheran, 
Quaker.or of any other of our Spcieties,yoi are REVer 
looked upon to be a jot the worſe for it; we are noba 
whit ſcandalized at ſuch changes, which we daily ſee; 
and it is an: unſpeakable Bleſhng, with what Aceord, 
Unity, and Charity, you may ſee at our Liturgy and 
Communion, the Proteſtant, Presbyterian, Anabap-» of th 
tift, Socinian and Hugonot, all prailing the Lord in 
one Congregation in our Churches, none hid out,of 
the Church, none Excoinmunicated, no previous ab- 
jaration required of their former Tenets; and there's 
nothing more frequent among us than to go to the 
Proteſtant Liturgy in the morning, in the evening to 
thePresbyterian,eſpecially if our Intereſt or Cogveni- | 
ence requires it:Can there be a more convincing proof; 
that we eſteem it all alike what Religion and Cenets, |, 
we profeſs ? Let a Lutheran go to France ; Alas! He 
will never ftick to go to the Zugonors meeting and ſer- 
vice ; let a ProteRant go to Germany, he will go as 3, 
cheerfully 
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ſay ? 


- ſaae;Yes, Ian: The Synod of Cherenton in Frence, 


Wu art 1.14«about the Year 1634, expreſly fayes, That for 


brazil 
[NLOIR, 
they 
why? 
Ne ON; 


es of 


muſt 
roter 
cran, 
REVET 
nota 
r ſee; 
xord, 
y and 
abap- 
rd in 
utof 
15 ab- 
1ere's 
:0 the 
ng to 
VET 
proof. 
enets 


! He: 


d ſer- 
'O as 
rfully 


yourSalvation it's all alike whether you bea Calvinift, 
"Intheras, or of any other Congregation of the Re- 


formed ;, becauſe; ſays this Venerable Synod, they al 


agrde in Fundamental poims, and the Lutherans have _ 
nothing of Superfition or Jdolarry in their manner of 


Divine Worſhip; Change then as often as you lift ; be 
a Lutheran, bea Presbyterian, /bean'Anabaptift; by 
the mouth of this. Synod: you are aſſured you'll never 
miſs to hit Tight: 
times: have more: Authority in point of Dottrine 
than iZuther our firft Reformer, a man extraordi- 


narily:.raiſed by God,” (ſays the Synod of Charenton,) - 


and..repleniſht-with: bis 'Spirit. for.'to. repair: the 


ruines:bf his. Church ? He teaches the: Elevation © 


of the:Sarr ament is Idobatry, yet he did. praftiſe it, and 
communied'it ſhould be praiſed in the Church of Wit- 
temberg 0 ſpite the Devil.Carolftadius; Giving you 
to underſtand that for juft reaſons,you may teach now 
dne- Religion, now another. Zainglixs alſo, who 

vertue and learning is known to-the ' World, ſays, :4 
TharGed inſpired him to Preach what Dottrine —_ 
table 10 the times; \which as it often changes, you'may 
often change your Deftrine; And conſider you if it 
be not therefore that. Chriſt our Lord ſays his Toke 7s 


| . | lf 
* In parua Confeſ. Germ. fol. 55. & in Collog. fil. 1 10. 
17 2. f0l. 202. 


cheerfully'to the Larheran Church,' as in England to 
the:Proteſtant-: Let a Hugonot or: Presbyterian 

to Hungary, or Poland, he is welcome'to the Anrapri 
nitatiens. and Scciniqns;- and whewany of: them re- 
tirns home he will be as NE BRA | 
« J{macl. But can you prove this Doftrine by the Te- 
ftimony of any of our Synods ? Did any teach that 
- we may with aſafe Conſcience change our Religion as : 


And 1 pray,can any Synod of our 


Sh _ th. at 7 


(10) 
eafie, and bis burden is : light, (that is Religion) fer 1 
becauſe we-can withdraw-our Necks from it, as time c07d: 
and juſt reaſon requires. | of he 

- macl;Could you.give me any. Synod of the Church one 7 
of England which delivers this Doftrine, you would tent 
£0 near hand to convince me ; for, that ſome particu- ... 1 
lar Doors ſhould have taught or prattiſed it,does not. 'for h 
prove it to be the Dottrine of the Reformation,  _  $8#7 

Iſacc, And what greater Authority has a Synod of - 4: 
Envland, for to provea Doftrine to: be of the Refor- drif| 
mation, than a Synod of Fraxce which I have -pro-.i and ! 
duced ? Or than Zather and Zuinglizs our. firſt Ree / EVEN 

formers, .inſpired by God, to teach us the purity of Qrin 
the Goſpel ? Was it not from Zather and. Zuingliue, It Is 
that England received the Dofrine of the Reforma- S- P 
tion ? And if Znglerd be ſo bold as to ſay they erred Com 
inthis, what afſurance can we have, but that theyer.' With 
red in'the reſt ? But ſince nothing will pleaſe-you but ; and | 
a Synod of England, you ſhall have not one, but - Whe! 
many. Can there be any Synod in England of fo great OTC 
Authority as our wiſe and prudent Parliaments? Read OT F: 
ourChronicles and you'll find, that ina few Yearstime, Whe! 
they changed and eſtabliſhed different . Religions by - £Er13 
publick As of Parliament:In #enry the VILL's Reign; 11810, 
they-voted for Popery,and made Afts and Statutes. #4? 
—_ the Reformation;In Edwerd the V I's time thay . WE 4! 
aniſht Popery and voted for Zuinglianiſm; In Queen  /: 
Mary's they pull'd down this,and ſet up Popery again; : 47* 6 
wy Elizabeth's, they decryed this, and ſet up | 474 5 
nqt Zuinglianiſm;but Proteftancy ; in the midft of her-- Cbri 
Reign, they poliſht this, and added ſome new per- / be a 
fetions to it; In King Femes and . ſucceeding! Kings ' YOur 
times;Proteftancy is of-a different ftamp from that of - You 
Queen Flizaberb's : Hear Dove in his' Exhort. 10-the | dcen 
Engliſh Recuſeats, An. 1603. Pag.. 31. Henry rhe 8, Dea 
bad bis Liturgy which was very good: Edward the 6, ©0t1 
condemned it, and brought in- anorber. compoſed: by Pe» {arc 
4, ter 


— 


( 12 ) 
zion) ter Martyr and Bucer: Jn Elizabeth's rime, thet way 
time condemned, and another approved ; and in the middle. 
of her Reign, ber Liturgy was alſo miſliked, and a new: 
wurch one introdaced ; we are ſo wanton that nothing will cox-- 
vould tent us but Novelties. | 
rticu- ... Iſmael. Dove does not commend this DoQtrine, 
$ not 'for he calls that frequent exchange of Religion Wan- 
_ bomneſs, and Love of Novelty. 
d of Jſaac. It's no great matter what he ſays of it z my 
efor- drift is bur to convince you that this is the Dottrine, 
pro=.i and prattice of the beſt Member of our Reformation z 
Res ; even of England, and if you be convinc'd it's the Do- 
ty of Atrine of the Reformation, You cannot deny but that 
rlius, it is good DoQtrine, If Dove calls it Wantonneſs, 
-ma- S. Paul, Epbeſ. 4. 22. Coloeſſ. 3. 9. and Rom. 6. 6. 
rred Commends it,and exhorts us to put off the old Man 
yer-' With its deeds, (that's Popery with its Ceremonzes,) 
i but - and put on the new Man, (that's the Reformation) 
bug: - Where there's neither Greek nor Few, Circumciſion, 
Treat nor Uncircumciſion, Barbarian, or Scythian, Bound 
2ead - Or Free, but Chriſt is all, «nd in all : That's to ſay; 
ine, Where there's nodiſtin&tion of Proteſtants orPresby- 
s by - £<rians, Socinians, or Arians ; it's all one which Re- 
eign-; 1igion you profeſs, 
--5.. AJſmacl. But is there no Tenet of Religion which 
they . We are all indiſpenſably obliged to hold ? 
1een {ſaac, Yes there is, andno more but one: We 
rain; : 472 bound to bave Faith in Feſus Chriſt, Son of God, 
up 4nd Saviour of the World, This is the ſubftance of 
 her-. Chriftian Religion 3 be an Arian, be a Presbyterian, 
per-, / be a Secinian or what you pleaſe, be alfo plung'd to | 
ings . Jour cars in Wickedneſs of Life, and manners, ſo 
t of - you have Faith in Jefus Chrift, Son of God, and Re- 
-the . deemer of the World, and live in Charity, you will 
£8. be a Member of the true Church, and be ſaved. Do 
- 6, aotimagine this is any new Dofrine invented by me; 
ſearch the yulgar fort of our Reformed Brethren, we , 


(12) | 
ſhall get thouſands of this Opinion-in' our | Realm ; ' 
ſearch the Books of our-Learned Dofors, you ſhall 
find it in' them alſo. DoQor Morron; in his mach ap- 
plauded: Book, dedicated to - Queen E7izaberb, for G 
which he deſerved a Biſhoprick, e ſays :; The Arian G 
Church is to be eſteemed a trus Church, becauſe they bold + 
the true ſubſtance of Chriſt:an Religion, which is Faith yo 
in Jeſus Chrift, Son of - God, and Redeemer -of the" 
World: And again in the'ſame- place, ſe. 4. whoſe ' ad 
Title ', is, Hereticks are Members 'of the*Church, he /: 
ſays, Whoſoever believes-in Jeſus 'Chrift, though by ©| | Re 
Wickedneſs of Life,' or Herefie in'Dofrine, they ſhould | _ . 
err in Doftrine,they ave ſtill true Members of the Church. be 
Therefore our learned f Fox, g Dottor- Field, and D 
IWWirieus, ſay the Greek Church, notwithſtanding: 
their error' in detiying the Procefion of - the H./ Ghoſt - , _ 
from the'Son, are holy Members of the true Church, + 
becauſe they have Faith in Jeſus Chrift,* - 7 f 
 Iſmse1- - Sure you will not ſay this Dorine: is of - 
the Reformation or can be ſafely believed ? | 
Iaxc. 1 do admire how you can doubt of it, and 
that it may be believed-: For what is the DoQrine of 
the Reformation but as we have ſaid in our Principles, oF 
Scripture as Interpreted by any Man of found: Judg- I 
ment-in the Church? 'And were not Dottor Morton, fon 
Fox, Field, and Illiricus, -Men of ſound Judgment, -/ . 
eminent Learning and Godlineſs ? If therefore this p\ 
be Scripture as Interpreted by them, how can you de- \,, . | 
ny it to-be the Dottrine of the Reformation ? nl 
Iſmael, And what Jeſus Chrift are 'we obliged to -| --. 
believe in ?-For Jeſus Chrift,as believed by the 4rians, 1, 
Socinians, Luther and Calvin, -is'far- different from 
Jes Chrift,as commonly believed by the Proteſtants, / 
and Popifh Church; we believe in JeſasChrift thoSon ' \ -\ 
| was 1 -17 of , 
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of God, of one and the ſame ſubſtance and nature 
with the Father ; they believe in a Jeſus Chrift, Son 
of God, but of a diftinct and different nature and 
ſubſtance from the Father. 

Jaac. Piſh ! That's but a Nicety ; believe what 


; © you pleaſe, and what you underftand by Scripture to 


be true, and have Charity. 

Iſmael. 1 confeſs you have puzled, but yet not 
wholly convinced me; were I but perſwaded that what 
you have diſcourſed, is truly the Do@rine of the 


"' Reformation, I would cheerfully embrace it, and 1 


will be better informed by your ſelf, but not tire 
your Patience : We will meet again and purſue our 
Diſcourſe upon this Subjz&. 


—— 


Second Dialogue, 


JSMAEL. RefieRing in my Sollitude upon your laft 

Diſcourſe, I find it bottom'd upon a falſe Principle, 
for you ſuppoſe that whatever Dodrine is of Luther, 
Calvin, or any of our Learned Doors, Synods, 


Parliameats, er Congregations, is the Doftrine of 
the Reformation, and may without any more proof 
or ſcruple,be believed by anyReformed Child;who bus 
”\ Tees this is ridiculous, to faſten the Dofrine and ab- 


' ſurd Opinions of each particular Dottor, or Congrega« 


tion upen the whole Body ? This is the uncharitable 
and unreaſonable Art of the papifts, who keep a great 
coil, with ſome exhorbitantOpinions of Luther andCal- 
vin,and would perſwade their Proſelites, they are the 
Tenets of the Reformation;whereas the Reformation 
' daſclaimy thoſe ens” as much as the Pope _ 


(14) 
And they do not poor People obſerve how many 
-abſurd and ſcandalous DoQtrines we meet in their Ca- 
ſuits and Divines, which when we reproach them 
with, they anſwer, /t's not the Doftrine of their 
Church, but of ſome particular Doftors ; as if we might 
not with as much Juſtice as they, anſwer the ſame. 
Jaac., Your RefleQtion- is good, and my diſcourſe 
will fall to the ground,if 1 do not prove that Principle, 
which will be no hard task : Let us imagine we are 


here a full Synod of Proteiants, Presbyterians, Hu- : 
gonors, Lutherans, Antitrinitarians, Anabaptiſis, Qua- 


kers, and of all and each of our Congregations ; 
-our Reformation is not any of theſe Congregations, 
with an excluſion of the reft, but all of them jointly ; 
for whatſoever Congregation would ſay it ſelf alone 


is the Re'ormation, and no other, would be hif&'d at - 


by the reſt; and juſtly, becauſe that our Reformation 
imports two points eſſentially : Firſt, a Profeſſion of 
Chriſtianity, according to the Rule of the Word of 
God, and a Deteſtation or Abjuration-of Popiſh Er- 
rors; and none of theſe Congregations but does both, 
Iſmael. T1 know ſome of theſe, Phariſee-like, de- 
ſpiſe others, and look upon them not as Reformed, 
but as putrid Members ; but the Lord forbid I ſhould 
be fo void of Charity; 1 ſee no juſt challenge any 
can have to the Title of Reformation, which all have 
nok. I 
| Iſaac. Let us ask this Synod by what Rule of Faith 
does the Reformation walk ? What muft a Man be- 


lieye for to he a trus Reformed? Proteftants will ſay,  * 


that Scripture and Apoftolical Tradition ; but Prote- 
ftants ſay of Papiſts, and Presbyterians and Anabap- 
tifts ſay of Pcoteftants, that many humane Inventi- 
ons are obtruded upon us as Apoſtolical Traditions : 
that we have no way to diſcernthe one from the other, 
and conſequently Tradition, as being an unknown 


thing unto us, cannot be our Rule ; others will ay, 
that 
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that Scripture, and the indubitable Conſequences out 
of it, is our Rule, all will grant this; but then en- 
ters the Controverſy,if the Conſequences of Ltherars 
be ſuch, and if the Conſequences of - Presbyrer jans bt 
indubitable out of ' Scripture, and each Congregation 


© will fay,that their peculiarTenets are indubitable Cons 


ſequences out of Scripture, and the reſt muft allow it 
to be true, or deny ſuch a Congregation to be of the 
Reformation; Others will ſay that Scripture; and 
the four firſt general Councils, with the Apoftles, 
and Arhanafius's Creed are our Rule of Faith ; bnt 
moſt of the Aﬀembly will no more admit the four 
firft,” than the ſubſequent Councils, nor Athanaſtus's 
Creed, more than that of Trent, nor will the Quakers, 
Socinians, and others value the Apoſtles Creed. 

But there is none of all the Aﬀemibly, who will not 
admit Scripture,that's the pure written Word of God, 
to be a ſacred and full Rule of Faith; becauſe it's re- 
pleniſhed with divine Light,and all heavenly inftruQi- 
on neceſſary for our Salvation : And ſuch as add, as 
a part of 'our Rule of Faith, the Apoftles or Arhana- 
fius's Creed, or the four firft general Councils, they 
will confeſs that all they contain, is exprefled in Gods 
written Word, and are but a plainer, or more 
deftin{ expreſſion or declaration ' of the Contents of 
Sctipture, 

Iſmael. Truly T1 muſt grant you this, that 1 have 
been often preſent at ſeveral diſcourſes of Proteſtants 


_ with Papifts, and never could 1 hear a Proteftant 


make Councils, Tradition, or any thing el{e,the Teft 
of their Diſonr(e, but ovly Scripture; not but that I 
could. hear them ſay and pretend in their Diſcqurſes, 
that' Apoftolical Tradition.and the four firft Councils 
were for them againſt Popery 3 but ſtill their main 
ftrength ard ultimate refuge was Scripturg;for when- 


ever they harp upon that ftring of Tradition and . 


Countci,thePapiſts are viſibly tev hard for them.and 
B 2 chep 
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(16) 
then they run to Scripture,;than which there is no pla: 
altra,l have been alſo often at ſeveral diſcourſes betwixt 
Proteſtants, -Presbyterians,and our Brethren of other 
Congregations, .and have obſerved that the Prote- 
Fant,for to defend his Liturgy,Rites,and Ceremonies 
of the Church of England, and her Epiſcopacy againſt 
-the-others, -could never defend himſelf by Scripture 
alone, -and plac'd his main Strength againſt them in 
Tradition, Primitive Councils, and ancient Fathers, 
all which the others rejetted.and reproached the Pro- 
teftant with Popery, for making uſe of that Weapon; 
that if they would ftick to theſe Principles as their 
Rule of Faith,t hey muft admit many Tenets of Pope- 
ry, which they diſavow,that nothing but Scripture is 
a ſ:fficienr Warrant and Rule of Faith : And 1 find by 
all I could ever well underftand.that it's the General 
.apprehenfion, and belief of all the Reformation, that 
Scripture abundantly contains all we are obliged to be. 
lieve ; and is our ſole and only Rule of Faith ; and 
that our recourſe to Tradition, Councils, Fathers, &c. 
are but fhifts of ſome of our Dottors, who being 
Non-pluſt in their particular Engagements, and Sophi- 
fries, patch the incoherency of their diſcourſes with 
theſe rags of Popery. 

Waac. I commend your Ingenuity, but not that 
heat which tranſports you to check our DoQors, for 
their Glofles and particular Doarines upon Scri- 
pture,which, as the Manna Teliſhed of all ſorts of Vi- 
Qtuals.which the Eater fancied,admits ſeveral ſenſes ac- 
cording to the different Spirits, and meaſure of light 
thatGod gives to theReader,and it is undoubtedly the 
Spirit of the Reformation to follow what ſenſe of it he 
likes beft,and not to check others following. this or 
that as they pleaſe: Lutherans, Proteiants, Presbyterians, 
&c. have all for their Rule of Faith, Scripture, which 
each of them Interprets in a different Senſe ; Luther 
for.the Xeal, [ Proteſt ants for the F rates JPreeae - 
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Protefiants for Epiſcopacy 3 Presbyterians againft if; 
and ſo of others: And tho' each efteems his own ſence 
to be the beſt, yet none is ſo bold as to ſay the others 
may not be ſaved in their own Senſe of it, or deny. 
them to be true Children of the Reformation ; nay, 
that Venerable Synod of Charenton, as T quoted above; 
has declared, that the Zrtherans, tho* oppoſite to thenr 
in their chief Tenets, are their deloved Brethren,and' 


have nothing Idolatrous or Superftitious in their” 


manner of Divine Worſkip : The fundamental reaſon 
of all this is, that our Rule of Faith, 'is but Scri-- 


pture,as eachPerſon of ſound Judgment underftands it;. 


Iſmael, 1 grant all your Diſcourſe: as to this parti- 
cular; for it's certain, Zutherans will not admit Scri-- 
pture as Interpret ed by Proteſtants, but as Interpre-- 


ted by themſelves;and ſo of each other Congregation.- 


Iſaac, If you admit our Rute is Scripture,as each un-- 
derftands it ;- then you muſt grant that our Dottrine 
of the Reformation, is- whatever Doctrine each Per-- 
ſon of ſound Judgment uneerftands to be of Scripture ;- 
and from this, it appears plainly that my Principle: 
whereat you boggl'd is trne ; That, whatever Do- 


QArine is profeſſed by any of our Congregations, Sy -- 


nods, Parliaments, Doftors, or particular Doftor of 


our Reformation, is to be truly reputed and efteem. 
ed the Dottrine of our Reformation; which Principle- 
being true, my diſcourſe of Yeſterday is undeniable, * 


That you may change Religion as often as you pleaſe, 
and remain ftill a true Reformed” Child. 
Iſmael, But you have ſaid, that not only the: De-- 
Qrine of each Congregation and Synod, is the Do-- 
Arineof the Reformation 3 but alſo whatever any 


one particular Doctor teaches, and this ſeems to be: . 


very abſurd. 

[ſaac, It's not ſoabſurd, as it's true ; I'll prove by 
the Principles of our Reformed Church, by the tefti- 
monies of c moſt learned and beſt Dottors and Re-.- 
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(18) 
formers, and by reaſon and experience, that the 
Doctrine of any particular Door among us, has as 
much right to be called and efteemed the Doftrine of 
the Reformation,. as -Proteſtancy, ;Presbytery, or Lu- 
theraniſm, -for what is Lutheraniſm, but. the Judg- 
ment of Luther a particular Doftor, againft the whole 
Church of Rome ? What is Calviniſm, but what Cal- 
vin a particular Door judged to be the ſence of Scri- 


pture againſt that ſame Church ? What is Quakeriſm, 
but hone | aylor's Godly and Pious Sentiments upon 


fl Scripture? It's undeniably the Principle of Qur Refor-: 
'' med Church, that our Rule of Faith is-Scripture as In- 


terpreted, not only by Synods or 'Congregations. but 
by any Perſon of ſound Judgment in the Church.No 


| Congregation or Synod is to us a Rule of Faith, be- 


cauſe all are fallible ; but Gods written Word, as: 
each one underſtands it;and if. we do not like the ſenſe 
of it delivered by any Council, Synod, ar Congre- 


Rt gation, we may ſafely deny it. Therefore our great 
| Calvin, a ſays, and proves with great! Energy of 
| Scripture and Reaſon, that we are not obliged to the De. 
lf ciſions and Detrine of any Council, Synod, or Cone 
Ii! gregation, if after having examined Scripture, we do 
l| zot find their Interpretation and Senſe of it, is comform« 
it: able to the Word of God, Let Syaods and Congrega- 
b tions ay what they will, if any particular Dottor 
| thinks his own private Senſe of it to be better,he may 


ſtick to it againſt them all. and be a good true Child 


|| of the Reformation ; as 4rminivs in #e!land did with- 
ftand the Synods of Dordrecht and Delft; as Luther 
| and Calvin did againſt Rome. 7 will be free, ſays 


our unparallel'd Proto-Apoſile Luther, 6 1 will nos 


| fubmit my ſelf to-the Authority of Councils, C burch, 
| DoRors, Univerſnies, or Fathers, but will teach and 


preach whatever 1think to be true, Did ever any APo- 


file ſpeak with more Courage ? And the _ 
an 
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(19) 
Man ated with no leſs ; he knew full well the: whole- 
ftream of Antiquity, Datos, Fathers and Councils. 
were againſt him, as he confeſſes himſelf, and did: 
not care a ruſh for them all : Zay aſide, ſays he, c all 
Arms of Orthodox Antiquity, of Schools of Divinity, 

- o Authority of Fathers, Comncils, Popes, and Conſent of 
Ages; we receive nothing but Scripture ; but ſo that 
me muſt have the Authority of Interpreting it. 

Nor was it only Luther and Calvin ſpoke thus, but 
all our firft blefſed Reformers ; and why ? Becauſe 
 .aprRule of Faith is Scripture, not as interpreted. by 
the Church of England, (France will not admit. it,) 
noras interpreted by the Quakers, (the Anabapriſts, 
and Independants will not hear it) nor as interpreted 
by Luther, (Calvin rejxCts it,) nor as interpreted by 
*> Calvin, (Thorndike and Bramball will not yield to it,) 
nor will S:7/ling fleet ftand to their Interpretation;nor 
others to that of Srilling fleet, Finally our Rule of 
Faith is Scripture, not as interpreted by any, but as 
each Congregation, Synod, particular Door, os 
Man of ſound Judgment Interprets it,and conſequent- 
ly whatever Dod@rine any Man of ſound Judgment 
judges to be of Scripture, is to be eſteem'd the Do- 
&rine of the Reformation ; and you may ſafely be- 
lieve it, if you like it, and remain ſtill as truly a Re- 
formed Child, as the proudeft Proteſtant of England. 
Iſmael, Can you prove that our Rule of Faith is 
Scripture, as any particular Dottor or Perſon of 
ſound Judgment underftands it ? 

— — (aac. Behold how convincingly ; firſt we have 
heard Luther, quoted but now, ſay, We receive no« 
thing but Scripture, but ſoas that we muſt haye the- 
Authority for to Interpret it: Hear him again; d 
The Governours and Paſtors have Power to teach, but the 
Sheep muſt give their Fudgment, whetber they propoſe : 
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the Yoice of Chriſt, or of Strangers, And again; e 
Cbri# has tahen from the Biſhops, Councils,and Paſtors, 
the right of judging of Dofrine; and given it to all 


Chriſtians in General ; and the Rule s Scripure as each - 


one will think fit 10 interpret it, And conſequently to 
this, we have heard him ſay above, 7 will be free and 
will not ſubmit to Doors, Councils or Paſtors, but 
will teach whatever 1 think to be true, Barlow, fThe 
Apoſtles have given 10 each particular, the Right and 
Power of Interpreting, and Fudging by his inward Spirit 
what us 1ruc 5 it is needleſs that either Man, or Angel 
Pope, or Council, ſhould inflru# you, tbe Spirit work- 
ing in the Heart and Scripture are to each particular 
Perſon moſt aſſured Interpreters. Bilſon, Biſhop of 
Winchefter, fays the ſame, '& The People muſt be 
Diſcerners and Fudges of what is Taught. Our Religion 
has no other Rule ef Faith, (ſays our French Re- 
formation by the Mouth of Dx Moulin, h Drelincourt, 
and the Holy Synod of Cherenton,) but the written 
Word of God, as imerpreted by us. Laſtly, ſays the 
Church of Englazd, in the 6th. Artic. of their 39. We 
bave no other Rule of Faith, but Scripture as each per 
ſon of ſound Fudgment in the Church underſtands it, and 
what 3s proved by it ; And again in the Catholick Dc- 
#rine of the Church of England, Pag. 103, Which is 
but an Expoſition of the 39 Articles. Our Rule of 
Faith is but Scripture, as each Perion of ſcund Fudgment 
in the Church underſtands it ; Authority it given to the 
Church, and toeach Perſon of ſound Fudgment in it, 


[| ro judge in Controverfics of Faith, and thy 1s not tte 
| private Fudgment of our Church, but alſo of our Bre- 
| rbrenof Foreign Countries, 


Iſmael. 1 confeſs, not only thefe, but many 0- 


| ther Doftors abet your diſcourſe, and the General 


Vogue 
e Tv. 2. Witten. fl, 374, © 375. f In Defenſ, Art. 
Reliq. Prote$i, Pag. 199. g In his true differ. pare 2+ 


am SlkÞ.omwo jc th a — — oY = 


Hs tn ks aA <4 S©S@4 #44 «« ccD\ecA 


31 = 
Vogue of our Reformation, is for Scripture as eackz 
one underſtands it ; but alas ! You fee well, that 'we 
can never ſettle any Religion, or Church, by ſuch a. 
Rule of Faith, | 

. Iſaac. You can never ſettle any but this, Thar 
every Man may without Jet or hinderance, believe what” 
he pleaſes ; And why ſhould not this be a good Reli-- 

ion? If Scripture as each one underſtands it be not 
our Rule of Faith; if we muft be conftrained to be-- 
lieve Scripture not as we underftand it,but as it is uns 
derftood by this or that Congregation;what.difference: }; 
betwixt us and Papiſts ? They muſt believe Scripture: 
as Interpreted by the Pope and Councits; haye ever: 
ſo much light from God, be ever {0 wite and witty, 
you muft depoſe your own Judgment, and ſabmit- ta: 
that of the Pope, Council, and Popiſh Church's To: 
this paſs we are come alſo; we mult believe the Kings 
Supremacy, PFpiſcopacy, Figurative Preſence, tho: 
perhaps we do not Judge by Scripture it be true Do« 
Qrine ; weare gonfſtrained by Penal Laws, and AQs: 
of Parliament to believe them, as Papifts by their In-- 
quiſition ;- and why ? Becauſe the Church of- England 
underſtands by Scripture, it's true ; and iff you re-- 
ply you do not Interpret Scripture ſo, you'll not - be- 
heard ; you muſt ſubmit, and believe againft your 
Judgment ; and what's this but plain Popiſh Tyranny: 
over Mens Conſciences * Did Luther and* Cavin 
forſake the Pope and-Councils, for to ſubmit: their - 
Judgments to any other ? Ne, but to follow Scri-- 
pture as cach one of them underftood it:And tho? Zu-- 
er was'a Man raiſed by God,and replenifh'd with his- 
Spirit to repair the ruins of the Church, yet Calvin did: 
no more ſubmit to: him, than Zurher did to the- Pope 5: 
nor did Zuinglius ſubmit to Catvin, but followed his-. 
own ſenſe of Scripture, nor did Oecelampadius ſub-- 
mit toZuinglizs;but every one ſearched the Scripture 
tctieved. and taught what they thought ta be p— 


3: 
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So 


therefore we will continue a Reformation,and walkby 
the Spicit of our firſt bleſſed Reformers; we muſt not 
be conſtrained to believe any Mans ſenſe of Scripture. 
We muſt believe whatever we think to be true, and 
have no other Rule of Faith but Scripture,as each one 
underftands it. 
Iſmael. And what then ? What do you infer from 
this diſcourſe ? 


| of the Reformation, be he of what Congregation he 
will, can juttly deny our Rule of Faith to be Scri- 
pture as any perſon of ſound judgment Interprets it ; 
' It follows unavoidably that the DoCtrine of the Re- 
; formation is, Whatever any perſon of ſound Fudgment 
Interprets to be the true ſenſe of Scripture,and whatever. 


in the Reformation, fince its firſt riſe until this day, 
taught to be the true ſenſe of Scripture, is to be called 
$ and .efteemed the Dottrine of the Reformation, tho” 
[| to others of this or that Congregation, it may ſeem to 
| be wicked and ſcandalous Dottrine. | 
And now let me anſwer to an Qbjettion you made 
againft this Principle in our entrance to this diſcourſe: 
Yon objected that many Popiſh Dottors and Caſuiſts, 
delivered ſcandalous and baſe Dottrines, which the 
I Papiſts will not admit to be the Dotctrine of their 
|| Church, tho' delivered by Popiſh Dottors; and thence 

[1] yourpretended, that the particular ſentiments of pri- 
| vate Dettors of the Reformation are not to be called 


[/{] ſerve the difference betwixt Popery and our Reforma- 
[/]! tion ; the Rule of Faith in Popery is Scripture, as In- 
terpreted by the Pope and Council, or their Church; 
4 they willalmit noother ; conſequently no Dottrine 
' is to be called Popery, but what is Jadged by the Pope 
| || and his Chucch, or Council, to be the cafe of Scrip- 

if | ture; 


and thus we became a Reformation of Popery ; If 


Iſaac. This conſequence,that. whereas no true Child 


Luther, Calvin, Beza, or any other of ſound. judgment 


the Dodtrine of our Church. But be pleaſed top.ob- . 
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ture; and if any DoQor or Univerſity holds any ſenſe * 
contrary to theirs,1t is to be called the Doctrine of that - [; 
particular perſon, and not the Dottrine of the Popilh . þ« 
Church, becau& their Rute of Faith is not Scripture: 
as Interpreted by any perſon of ſound judgment, but. } 
as Interpreted by their Pope and Cotincil. But where-- 
as our Rule of Faith in the Reformation is Scripture, 
as each perſon of ſound judgment Interprets it ; what-- 
ever Dottrine, or Senſe, 15s ſaid by any Man to be of * | 
Scripture, is juftly to be called the - Dvttrine of the 
Reformation: For example, Mel :nt0n,a *.an of ſound 
Judgment, great Learning, and of an upright Cone- 
ſcience, Taught #i-my to be the Dottrine of Scri- | 
pture: Beza 'Laught ths Lords Supper might be admi-.. 
nifter'd in 2ny kind of Viduals. as well as in Bread: 
and Wire ; Calvin Taught that Chrift deſpaired on. 
the Crots, and ſuffer'd the pains of Hell after his: 
Death : Why then. let all the Biſhops and Univerſi-. 
ties of Exgland condemn this Dodrine ; let all the Sy-- 
nods of France and Germany decry it,the Doftrine will:. 
be Ri!! of the Reformation, becauſe it's Scripture as.. | 
Interpreted by Men of ſound Judgment, 

Iſmael. The heat of your diſcourſe has tired-yon, . 
and my memory is ſufficiently loaden with what you-; 
have ſaid; let me digeft it in my private retirement.- 
and we will meet again. 

Iſaac, Content, cariy with you theſe three points- 
which I have proved convincingly; Firſt, our Rule of.” 
Faith is Scripture, not as Interpreted by this or that, 
but by any Man of ſound Judgment; ſecondly, it fol-- 
lows hence that the Doctrine of the Reformation. 
muſt be, and ought to be called whatever any Man of. 
ſound Judgment ſays is the ſenſe of Scripture: Third». 
ly, it follows we may change Religions as often as- 
we plea(e.. I 


Thirg: 


— 


| Third Dialogue. 


SMAEL, Tremember well the ſummary of your 

laſt diſcourſe given me in three points, and I figd 

| the ſecond to be abſurd and repugnant te reaſon : 

you'll. never perſwade it,tho* you pleaded for it with 

| great energy ; what if a filly Woman, Cobler,- or 

other Tradeſinen, read Scripture, and give their ſenſe 

| of it, that, forſooth, muſt be called the Dodtrine 

| of the Reformation? And it ſhall be lawful for them 

to believe it, againſt the Doftrine of the whole 
Church. 

Iſaac. Do not limit Gods infinite goodneſs, by 
meaſuring his mercies towards his Creatures with 
! your narrow apprehenſions: Take natice, he ſays, he 
has choſen the weak and contemptible of the World 
|| for to confound the ſtrong ones: * 7 confeſs unto you 
Father, that you have bid theſe things from the Wiſe 
|| and Prudent, and haſt revealed them to the little ones. 
|| Andtherefore he chooſe poor ſimple Fiſhermen to be 
|| his Apoftles; I know it's the prattice of Papifts, and 
from them your Church of England borrows it, to 


| Uliterate People, in Preaching, Teaching, and Inter- 
|| preting Scripture; but S. Pauttells us, ** The Word of 
| God s not bound; That's to ſay, ts not entaiF'd on the 
EF! learned, rich, or great. ones; the | Wind bloweth Where 
i ;r Jiſterb ; Our Biſhops and Minifters would make a 
| Monopoly of the Word of God, and haye theinſelves 


| tg 


[ ' 


| * Matt, 12,** 2 Tims 2. || Foe 4. 


| deſpiſe the Miniftery of Women, Tradeſmen, and. 
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to be the only Retailers of it ; for to have ſome plauſi- 
ble Title for to enjoy great Rents,and ſhear the Flock. 
But we have ſeen, as well among the Quakers, as in 
other Congregations, filly Women and” Tradeſmen, 
repleniſht with Gods Spirit, Preach and Expound the 
reat Myfteries of our Religion with as much of good 


© ſucceſs and edification of the Auditory, as any Penny- 


Book Man in England. ; 
Iſmael. 1t ſeems you approve the Miniftery of Wo. 
men and filly Traceſmen, for preaching and teaching 


. theFlock; and if ſo, you'll overthrow our Hierarchy 


of Biſhops and Minifters. . 

Iſaac. It matters not much for you to know what 
I approve or condemn ; but to know what the Do- 
ttrine of the Reformation is; it's this 3 That nonecan 


_| _ Teach, Preach, Adminiſter Sacraments, or Exerciſe, 


Ecclefiaftical Fun&tions, if he be not in Holy Orders, 
Biſhop, Minifter or Deacon ; for the Church of Eng- 
land Teaches it, and you may believe it if you pleaſe. 
You may alſo deny it, and ſay, any Woman or 
Tradeſman, has as much power for to Preach and 
Adminifter the Sacraments, as the richeft Biſhop in 
England: This alſo is the DodQrine of the Reforma- 
tion as well as the former, becauſe Quakers, - Presby- 
rerians, Browniſts, Anabapriſts, &c. Believe and 
Teach it, and they are Men of. as ſound Judgments, 
and as good Reformers as Proteftants; nay, the moſt 
learned of our Reformers, teach and commend the 
Power of Women forto exerciſe Spiritual funRions, 


_ _+ _and Adminifter the Sacraments: 4 Saumaiſe, Petey 


Martyr, and b Zuinglins, expreſly defend the Prieft- 
hood as well of Women. as of Men: Andes Zuther 
proves it efficaciouſly ; The firſt Office of a Prieft 
ſays he, is ta Preach ;. this common ta all, even 
Wo- 


a In Ih, ad Corin. c.11. b In Explan. Art. 17. C T0. 2 


de mini. Eccleſ. inftit.fol. 36g. & lib, de Cop.Babyl.e.dz 
Ordin. © lib.de abroganda Miſa. {24's 
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Women 3 the fecond is 10 Baptize; which # alſo common | 1 
ro Women;the third is 10 C bu nab thetr Bread and Wine, | ar 
and this alſo is common to all as well as to Men : and in | þj 
the abſence of a Prieſt, a Woman may abſolve from fins as | hi 
well as the Pope, becauſe the words of Chriſt, Whatever ti 
ye ſhalt untye or Earth, ſhall be untyed in Heaven, were — __fat 
ſaid to alt Chriſtians. W 

And when ſo eminent men had not faid it, reaſon Al 
and Scripture convinces it ; &-aſon, becauſe that our La 
Rule of Faith being Scriptureas each Perſon of ſound ne: 
judgment underftands it, many Women undoubtedly to 
are of ſound Judgment, and why ſhould not their in- Se 
terpretation of Scripture paſs for the Dottrine of the mu 
Reformation, as well as that of our Biſhops and Mini- Ch 
fters? Scripture, becauſe we read, the Samaritan Woman ted 


was the firft who preached the Meſfias to the City of -! .. fte 
Samariz, and Chrift commanded Mary Magdilen to | qgici 
go to preach his Reſurrefion to his Diſciples; and we mat 
know by our Chronicles, that our glorious Queen F1:« Sur 
ou? of bleſſed memory, did not only govern the put 


, but was a great Apoſtoleſs in Church affairs. tet 
Iſmael. To what purpoſe then, have we Biſhops cha 
and Minifters, who enjoy ſo vaſt revenues, if any . toi 
Man or Woman can Preach and Adminifter the Sacra» for t 
ments as well as they ? ven: 


Iſaac. You may believe, Biſhops and Minifters Ren 
are very needful for the Service of the Church ; for fiaft 
' they being commonly learned witty Men, and having ther 


Wives, they come to inftrutt their Wives ſo well, com: 
that the good Women come in a ſhort time to be as -.. ' hat. 
learned as their Husbands, and as nimble and quick in the ' 
the Eccleſiafticat Minifteries as they, if they were per- Emiſ 
mitted to exerciſe them;as ſome Authors of Creditre-- how 
hte unto us, that a Gentleman of Conſtance, writ to - to m: 


his Friend in a Village, (about three leagues diſtant of Bi 
from that City,) whoſe Inhabitants were for the moft the s 
part ofour Lutheran Reformation'; the good Paftor any þ 

CX= 
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*® | exhorted his Flock to prepare for Eaſter Communion, 


? |} andthat noneſhould preſume to come to the HolyFx- 
= | ble, but ſhould firſt confeſs and receive abſolution of 
75s | his ſins: Eafter _ days being come, ſuch a mal- 
2 tirude flock'd to confeſhon, that the Paſtor could not 
e — ..Fatisfie the Devotion of ſo great a croud; he called his 


Wife to help him, for to hear Confeſſions, and give 
n Abſolutions, in which Miniftery the good Lady did 


Ir Labour with great ſatisfaQtion of the Fenitents; but 
d neither the Paſtor,nor his vertuous Conſort being able 
y to diſpatch ſo great a multitude, he called his Maid 
N= Servant, who did work in the Holy Miniftery with as 
1C much expedition as her Maſter. But for all this, the 


I- Church of Scotland, France, and all England, ( Pro- 
In reFants excepted.) will tell you that Biſhops and Mini- 
of -. - ſtersare not needful, nay that they. are- very preju- 
©  d&gicious to the Reformation and Srate 3 To the Refor- 
{= mation, becauſe this Hierarchy with the Biſhops Conrt, 
ie Surplices, Corner Caps, and other 'Trumperies, 
1C puts the Flock in mind of Popery, whereof it's a per- 

te Reſemblance 3 and whilft the Papiſts ſee our 


's change from them, comes to be almoſt no more but 
y . ta ſubſtitute new Prieft and Biſhops in their own place 
L. for to manage more conſcienciouſly the Rents and Re- 

venues which they profanely abuſed, and that thoſe 
rs Rents and revenues are ftill in the Hands of an Eccle- 
oy fiaftical Hierarchy, they live in Hopes of recovering 
F4 them ſome day, when our Biſhops and Minifters will 
1, come to be as bad Stewards of them as they were, and 


ts —-.' hat.the Flock will be weary of them and call' back 
n the Antient Poſſeffors ; It's therefore perhaps. the 
[. Emiſſaries of the Pope do inceſſantly blow in'our Ears, 
e-. how illour Ecclefiaffical Revenues are beftowed, for 
oO to maintain Wives and Children, Pomp and Vanity 
[t of Biſhops and Minifters, no leGs than in Popery. To 
ft the State, they ſeem to be prejudicious, whereas 
IC any but a Biſhop or Miniſter, would think; it _ 


(28 ) 


be more advantageous to the Common-wealth, that 
the King ſhould have thoſe Revenues for to maintain 
his Fleet and Army, and eaſe thereby the Subjects of 
ſubſidies and taxes, than that a handful of Biſhops 
and Minifters. ſhould have them ? Specially when 0- 


E +4 


thers can Preach and Teach as well as they, for no- k 


thing, but the pleaſure of being heard, 

Iſmael, But do not you ſee it would be a Sacrilege, 
that the King ſhould deprive the Clergy of their 
Church Revenues ? | 

Iſaac. And do not you know, that almoft all our 
Congregations do hold our Clergy to be no true Cler- 
gy, butas meer laymen as youor I? they admit no 
Clergy or Epiſcopal Charatter, but Elders choſen by 
the Congregation. And if they be no true Clergy,they 
have no right to the Church Revenues, and it's no- 


Sacrilege to deprive them.of them. The Popith ” 


Clergy in Henry the VII1I's time, had viſibly a greater 
right to them, than ours now have, For neither the 
King himſelf nor any other did doubt of their Right; 
and now moft of our Congregations, do abſolutely 
deny any Right in our Clergy to thoſe Rents, becauſe 
they are no Clergy. Yet none will be ſo bold, as to 
accufe Henry the VIII. of Sacrilege, for having. 
taken the Church-livings from them, for to put them 
to better uſe. And why ſhould we dare ſay,our Kin 
would commit any, for depriving our Clergy of thoſe 
Rents? Believe he can lawfully do it, or believe he 
cannot, you'll be ftilla good Child of the Reformation, 
Believe what you pleaſe. 


Iſmael... This is a fickliſh paint, let's leaye it to the—* -TÞet 


conſideration of our wiſe and prudent Parliament, 
and be pleaſed to anſwer to my doubt. How can we 
live in peace and tranquility in Religion, if our Rvle 
of Faith be Scripture as each one underſtands it. I 
remember a diſcourſe ſtarted in the Houſe of Lords, 
not many Years ago, by his Grace the Duke of Buck- 
| | inghams 
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(29) 
Ingham; he deſired to know, what it was to be a Pro- 
reſtant; wherein did Proteſtancy properly confift ? 
The Biſhops,who were preſent looked one upon ano- 
ther, and whether they feared the difficulty of the 
Queſtion, or that for modeſty's fake, each expeRed 


—-\-»- to hear another ſpeak firſt, they ſtood ſilent for a 


while; at laſt the Ice was broken by one, others fol- 
lowed, but hardily any twoagreed; and all that the 
Duke could gather out of their ſeveral anſwers, was 
That our Rule of Faith, was Scripture as each one un- 
derftogd it, and Proteftancy nothing but Scripture, 
as Interpteted by the Parliament and Church of Zng- 
land: Whereupon he concluded, We are theſe 
hundred Years very buſie for. to ſettle Religion, and 
for ought 7 perceive,weare as unſettled now as at the 
beginning : And traly he had great reaſon, for Re- 
ligion and Faith is nothingelſe,but that ſenſe of Scri- 
ture, which each perſon of ſound Judgment under- 
ands ; and as it's impoſſible we ſhould all jump and 
agree in one ſenſe afid meaning of the Text, ſo it's 
— -— we ſhall eyer be ſettled and agree in Re- 
1g10N, 

Jaac. The reaſon of our unſettlement hitherto, 
and at preſent, is the violent efforts, what by Perſ=- 
cutions, Ads of Parliaments, and other Oppreſhons: 
what by Inveives, Intrigues, and Cabals of the 
Church of England, to draw all to be Proteſtants ; of 
the Pres:yterians, to make us deny Epiſcopacy 3 and 


, of each other Congregation. to force us to their re- 
the pettive Tenets: And whilft this conftraint and ſeve- 


ent, 
1 we 
vile 
EF 
Ids, 
uck- 
bam? 


rity is uſed againſt Mens Conſciences,it's in vain to ex- 
pect peace or ſettlement in our Reformed Church : 
But let us follow the Rule of Faith, let each one be- 
lieve as in his Conſcience he beft underftands Scri. 


pture:let us all believe what we pleaſe,and be permit- ' 


ted ſo to do, and we ſhall without doubt enjoy perfect 
Peace and Tranquillity: Believe you Figurative Proſencey 


(30) 
if you will ; let the Zuthermn believe his Real Preſence, 

if he likes it, 'and let me believe no Preſence at all, if 
judge there's none ;. why will not you permit me to 

follow-that Rule of Fairh, which the whole Reforma» 

tion, even the Church of Engl:nsgives me in her 39 

Arcicles, Scripture as each perſon of ſound Fudgment 

underſtands it ? To ſay, we can never have [ettlement 

in Religion, whilft this arbitrary Interpretation of 
Scripture is permitted, is to ſpeak like a Papift : This 
the Pope and Papifts ſaid to our firſt bleſſed Refor- 
mers,and the Popiſh Church fays this day to us, That 
we ought to ſubmit our judgments to the Church and 
Councils ; that we ought not to believe what ſenſe we 
think to be true, but what the Pope and Councils pro- 
peſe unto us ; and if Zuther, and our other Refor- 
mers did not do ill in following their own Senſe and 
Interpretation of Scripture againſt all the World, 
why do you blame me or any other for following 
their example ? | 

Iſmael. When you ſpeak of ohr Reformation and 
Congregatians,. 3 hear you reckon the Arzans, $0- 
cinians, and Antitrinitarians, among them ; ſure 
you do not believe they, or ſuch like ancient con- 
demned Hereticks, were of the Reformation ; for 
we Proteſtants do believe the Myftery of the Trinity 
againſt them, and will neyer own them to be our 
Brethren. 
JJaac. And do not you believe Epiſcopacy againft 

the Presbyterians,” ſome Canonical Books againſt the 


;"—— 


= 


fants Baptiſm againſt the 424bepriſts;and yet you own 
them as your Brethren and godly Congregations of 
the Reformation ; or if you will deny them, they will 
alſo ſcorn you,and ſay they are more of the Reforma-» 
tion than you are ? and why will you not own the 
Arians, &c. as your Brethren, tho' you believe the 
Trinity againft them? You ſay they are 01d condemn'd 
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Lutherans, Supremacy againſt the Quakers, and In-—ptur 
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(31) 
re, Herericks ; and does this language become a Child of 
if the Reformed Church ? By whom were they con- 
to demn'd ? Was it-not by the Popiſh Church ? which 
1a alſo condemns. us, and fays we are asmuch Hereticks 
39 as they ; and as we-ought not tobe fo called, and 
ent —-| qalge the Pope and: Councils Sentence againft us, to 
nt bold, uncharitable, and unjuft ; ſo we muſt ſay of 
of | the Arians, Pelagians, and” others condemn'd by 
his them. You fay Proteſtants will never own'them to be 
or- | their Brethren ; God forbid the Proteftant Church 
hat fhould beſo yncharitableito their fellow- Chriftians; 
and and-ſo unjuft to themſelves... B. ' Morton, (as11 cited in 
we - my firft Dialogue, )as learned a Man as the Church of 
Tro0- , England bred,ſays the Arian Church is a true Church, 
for- and will fay no leſs of the others : But what need we 
and - -the Teſtimony of any, for what reaſon ſo convincing- 
rid, ly proves; They who walk by one and the ſame Rule 
ing of Faith, are of one and the ſame Religion ; there- 
fore Lutherans, Proteſtants, Presbyterians and Inde- 
and pendants, do efteem themſelves to be of the ſame 
Sy- Faith and Religion, becauſe they all have the ſame 
ſure Rule, which is Scripture,as each Congregation under- 
con- ftands it ; Alſo, notwithſtanding the difference and 
for variety of Congregations in Popery, they hold all but 
nity one Faith, as they ſay ; becauſe they have all but one 
our Rule of their Belief, which is their infallible Pope and 
Church: But it's evident that thoſe which you call 
ainft Ancient condemned Hereticks, have one and the ſame 
| the Rule of Faith with our Reformation; for ours is Scri- 
 In-—Þture.as each perſon of ſoundJudgment underſtands it, 
own without any obligation of holding the ſenſe of . it deli- 
ns of | vered by Pope, Church. Councils,or any other; there- 
7 will fore our firſt blefſed Reformers did not care what ſenſe 
rma- of it the Church or Pope did hold, when they began 
| the toPreach the purity of the Goſpel, but each of them 
: the Interpreted it as he though fit in the L ord, and ſo 
emn 4 purged the Church of many Errors : This is the very”. 


Hes Fj 


&.Þ 
ſelf ſame Rule of Faith, which Arians, Pelagians, 
Neſtorians, and others, peremptorily condemned by 
Rome as KNereticks, did follow and walk. by.; Each 
of them Read and Interpreted Scripture, Preached 
and Believed what ſenſe of it they thought to be true, 
tho” they knew it was again the Dottrine of the- 
Church, looking on Scripture alone as their Rule of 

 . Faith, without any regard of the Pope, Church, 
Councils, or Fathers : The Church of Rome, proud 
and impatient of any Qppoſition, condemned them 
as Hereticks. for not ſubmitting their 9, yer 
her ; for taking Scripture as they underitood it, and 
not as the Church and Councils underſtood it, for 
their Rule of Faith; and if this be a crime, we are as 
guilty as they ; we are equally nocent or innocent; we 


ceern'd in their Honour, and ought to defend the in- 
tegrity of their procedure againſt the common Ene- 
my, which is the Pope. They were Reformers of the 
Church in their times, as we are in ours ; and whereas 
they have the ſame Rule of Faith, ſo they have the 
ſame Religion with the Reformation. 

Iſmael. Then you will ſay, Arianiſm is the Do- 
Arine of theReformation,and we may lawfully believe 
it. 

Jaze. 1 fay, God's Unity in Nature and Trinity in 
Perſons, is the Doftrine of the Reformation, becauſe 
the Proteſlant, Luthergn, and Augonet Church 
judge by Scripture, it is true ; and if you judge alſo by 
Scripture, it is the true Doctrine, you may believe it ++ 
I ay alſo,if you judge by Scripture,this Myſtery is not 
true, you may ſafely deny it, according to the Princi- 
ples of the Reformation, and be ſtillas good a mem- 
ber of the Reformed Church, as they who believe it ; 
for whoever believes what he judges by Scripture to 
be true, is a true Reformed : And, that the denial of 


the Trinity is as much the DoQrine of the Reforma- 
tion * 


are both Hereticks, or none is ; we are therefore con- - - 
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tion.as the belief of it; it appears not only becauſe it 
was the Dottrine of the Arians, who, as I proved, are 
truly of the Reformed Church ; but becauſe it was 
taught by the greateſt Lights of our Church : 4 Cal- 
vin ſays the Text, My Father is =_ than 1, muſt 

e is Man, but alſo 
as he s God. And that the Council of Nice did abuſe 
the Text : e My Father and 1 are one, for to prove 
#he Unity of both in Nature ; whereas it only ſignifies 
their Unity by conformity of Wills. Again he ſays, 
Epift 2. ad Polon. in Tratt. Theol. pag. 796, That 
Prayer, Holy Trinity, one God bave mercy of us, is 
barbarous, and does nos pleaſe me. And adds, f The 
Son bas his own ſubſtance diflin# from the Father. His 
Diſciple g Danaws, ſays, it's a fooliſh infipid Prayer : 
And our great Apoftte Zuther, (who as Fox witne(ſ- 
ſeth, was the Chariot and Conduttor of Jſrae}, and a 
Man extraordinarily raiſed and repleniſh'd with Gods 
Spirit, te teach the purity of the Goſpel,) cauſed 
that Prayer to be blotted out of the Litanies, þ Thas 
word Trinity, ſays he, ſounds coldly; my Sou] bates 
that word Humouſion, and the Arian did well in not 
admitting it. Laſtly,Ochinus that great Oracle of Eng. 
land, impugns this Myftery with a ftrong diſcourſe ; 
iWe are not obliged te believe, ſays he, more than 
the Saints of the Ancient Teſtament, otherwiſe our con- 
dition would be worſe than theirs, but they were not obli- 
ged 10 believe this Myſtery, therefore we are not obli- 
ged, Examine, I pray, the Works of theſe eminent 


"Dodtors, where 1 quote them ; conſider if they be 


not, not only Men of ſound judgment, but Men ex- 
traordinarily raiſed by God, (fays the Synod of Cha- 
renton ;) the Chariots and Conduttors of 1ſreal, ſays 
| Fox; 
d In Harm. in Matth.c. 26.verſ. 64.9 in admonad. Polon., 
in Trat.Theolog. pag.794. e Comment. ſuper Foan.c.10. 
f In A. Serueti pag. $7.8 1. cont.Cenebras. h In Poſtil., 
Majorgin ennarrat. Evang, Domin.Trinit.i Lib 2.Dial.2. 
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Fox : Men to be reverenc'd after Chriſt, ſays our | 
Dottor Powel, and Apoftolical Oracles ſent to teach | 
us the purity of the Goſpel, and conclude, it's an un- | M 


deniable Verity;that this is the Doctrine of the Refor- 
mation, whereas it's Scripture as Interpreted by ſuch 


0! 
'o) 


ti 
ot 


Men: Oh! But England, France, and Scotland, be-" | *& 


lieve this Myſtery ; well! And what then ? That 
proves that the Myſtery is alſo the Dottrine of the Re- 
formation; becauſe whatever any Man of ſound jjudg- 


ment thinks to be.Scripture,it's the Dottrine ;_ but is | 


Englandor France alone the whole Reformation ? Are 
not Luther, Calvin, Daneus, . Ochinus, as well of 
the Reformation, and Men of as ſound Judgment as 
they ? Since therefore they underftand by Scripture 
there's no Trinity, it's the Dottrine of the Refor- 


mation alſo that there's none ; Believe it or deny. it, 


which you like beft, and you'll be ſtill of the Re- 
formed Church, 

Iſmael. By the principle you run upon you may ſay 
any: blaſphemy is the Doarine of the Reformation, 
for there's hardly any ſo execrable, but ſome Dr. of 
ours has delivered and taught it. 

Jſaac, The Principle I run upon is this, Scripture 
as each perſon of ſound Judgment interprets it; is our 
Rule of Faith: Judge you, if that be not a good Prin- 
Cciple in our Reformed Charch, whereas this is the 
Rule of Faith given us by the 3g Articles,and generally 
by all our Dottors, as I proved in my firſt Dialogue : 
this being our Rule of Faith and Reformed Dottrine, 


it's evident, that whatever Do&rine is judged by-any 


perſon of ſound. Judgment to becontained in Scripture; 
is the Dottrine of our Reformation ; ſome perſons 

ſound Judgment ſay the Kcat Preſence is expreſſed by 
Scripture,this therefore is the Dettrine of the Refor- 
mation ; others ſay only Figurative Preſence is taught 
in Scripture, this alſo is the Do&rine of the Reforma» 
tionz ſome underſtand by Scripture;there is a Myſtery 
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our | of the Bleſſed Trinity , this therefore is the DoQtrine 
each of the Reformation;others underftand there's no ſuch 
i un- | Myſtery, this alſo is the Dodtrine of the Reforma- 
efor- | tion : ſo that whether you believe or deny this or any 
ſuch | other Tenet controverted, you'll ftill hold the Do-« 
| be-"\<Urine of the Reformation. 
That Iſmael. Calvin k ſays, Chriſt pray'd unadviſedly, the 
»Re- Eveof kis paſſion; that be uttered words whereof be was - 
udg- afterward ſorry: that in bis paſſion he was ſo troubled 
zut is of: all ſides, that overwhelm'd with deſperation, be 'de» 
Are fiſted from invoking God, which was to renounce all bopes 
11 of of Salvation : And ſays he, 1 if you obje# it's abſurd 
nt as and ſcandalous to affirm Chriſt deſpeired, Tanſwer, This 
ture deſperztion proceeded from him as he was man, nos as 
efor- he was God, And this is not only the Dottrine of Cal- 
ny.it, ©” vin, but of Brentius, m Marlots, n Facobus Miniſter 
Re- (quoted by Bilſon) and of Bega, Will you ſay this is 
the Dottrine of the Reformation, or that we. can 
y ſay without fcruple believe it ? Alſo. Calvin ſays, o That 
ation, Chriſt's corporal death was not ſufficient for 10 redeem 
Ir. of ws, but that. after having deſpaired on the Croſs, be 
ſuffered the death of bis Soul ; that's 10 ſay y that bs 
pture Soul after his corporal death, ſuffered the pains of 
is our the damn'd in Hell, And ſays he in the ſame place,they 
Prin- | are but ignorant, doltiſh, brutifſh men, who will deny it. 
is the Luther alſo teaches the ſame Dottrine ; p As be ſuffered 
erally with exceeding pains, the death of the body; ſo it ſeems 
Yue ; be ſufſered afterward the death of the Soul.in Hell ; Epi 
trine, nus qa learned Lutheran ſays, Chriſt deſcended into 
y-any Hell for thee, and ſuffered not only corporal death, bus 
ptare; the death and fire of Hell, Mr. Fulkand Perkins avow 
ons of this is alſo the expreſs dottrine of 7Jiricus, Latimer 
_- Ea and 
Refor- K Harm. in Evang, Mat.c.26.ver{.39. and c.27.verſ;46, 
thught © ib. 5. Inſit, c. 16. ſet. 10.05 11, | In Luk. par. 2, 
forma» hom. 65. and in Foan. hom. 54. m In March. c 16. ns 
yſtery Recogn. pag. 376. 0 Lib. 2. Inſt. c.16. fab. 10.and ſeq 
of Þ Tv. 3 Woitemp. jn.ſp. 16. q In Ph.16. 


— 


(36) 


and Z9fiuw, Alſo Luther r moſt -impiouſly affirms, 
that nor only the huneane nature of Chrif dyed for ws, but 
alſo bis Divine nature : ſee Luther's words quoted at 
large by Zuiaglins, ſand Hoſpinian; t If you ſay fuch 
ſcandalous blaſphemies may be ſafely believed, you 
will reader your Chriſtianity ſuſpetted ; and if you-” 
ſay,that they are the Dodtrine of the Reformation,or 
that they may be believed according to the Principles 
of the Reformation, you will make the Reformation 
and its Principles to be hated by any good Chriftian. 
Waac. 1f I walk by the Rule of Faith of the Refor- 
mation,T'll prove my ſelf a true Reformed Child ; and 
if I prove my ſelf to be a Reformed Child,my Chrifti- 
anity cannot be juſtly fuſpetted. What Tenet have you 
related of at thoſe which you call blaſphemies and ſcan- | 
dals,but has been judged by thoſe eminent DodGtors of | 26 
our Reformation to be expreſs Scripture, or confor- 
mable to Scripture ; and fince our Rule of Faith is 
Scripture, as each perſon of ſound Judgment under- 
ftands it, and ſince the Doftrine of our Reforma- | 
tion is but whatever ' any ſuch perſon of ſound 
Judgment, judges to be exprefled in, or pro- | 
ved by Scripture, it's evident that all thoſe Te- 
nets are undeniably the Dottrine of the Reformation; 
I fay then, and will ſay, without any offence to my 
Chriſtianity, or blemiſh to our Reformed Church, 
that thoſe Tenetsare the Dottrine of the Reformation 
and may be as ſafely believed by any Child of it, as Fi- 
gurative Preſence, Supremacy, or Two Sacraments : | 
and let not any Bigor pretend to frighten me from this”, = 
Dodrine by calling it- Blaſphemy and Impiety ; No, 
it's Scripture, as interpreted by our renawned Refor- 
med Dogtors, therefore it's no Blaſphemy :; Let any 
man convince me, that our Rule of Faith muft not be 
Scripture, as each. perſon of ſound Judgment _ 
nds 
onſe]; majori de Cena Dni. (To.2.in reſpon,ad Con- 
fol. 45%. t In Hiftor.Sacram. pare 2. f0l.5 7. 
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| ſtands it; and he will convince that this cannot be juft- 
Ss ly called the Dofrine of the Reformation; but whilſt - . 
but that Principle and Rule of Faith ftands unfhaken,no- 
at thing that ,is taught by any Perſon of ſound Judg- 
ach ment to be the Dottrine of Scripture, bnt is to be 
/ou } _. called our DoArine, . and may be ſafely believed. 

you | You ſay, that whoever has any Love for-EThriftiani- 
Or ty,will hate the Reformation and its Principtes,if they 
ples give Liberty for to believe ſuch Blaſphemies : But, 
_ carany Mother be more indulgent to her Child, than 
FX the Reformationis tous ? Such as think thoſe Tenets 
_ to be Blaſphemies, the Reformation gives them leave 
TY not to believe them : and if any judges by Scripture, 
__ that they are not Blaſphemies, - but pure Dodtrine,as 
ang | ' Luther, Calvin, and: others did; they bave Liberty 


can- \_. for tobelieve them. He whodenies them, cannot in 
F Charity check them who believe them, nor can they 
Ore who believe them,check thoſe whodeny them, where- 
as each follow the Rule of Faith, and believe what 
: { they judge by Scripture to be true.And if you or your 
ma ! Church of England cry out Blaſphemy, Blaſphemy, a- 
gainft all that you judge to be falfe, why do not you 


bs. cry Blaſphemy againft Precbyterians, Lutherans, and 
T oo other Congregations from whom you diflent ? And 


ans what difference betwixt you and the Church of Rome? 
| n * The folly of this is to call Hereſy and Blaſphemy all 
_ that is not her ownDoQtrine: And all that your Church 
'« Fi of England miſlikes, muſt be Fanaticiſm, Blaſphemy, 

wif and Impiety? Muſt our Rule of Faith be Scri- 
— pture, as the Church of England underftands it, and. 


—_ ' not otherwiſe ? Presbyterians, and Zutberans, will 
Pr ang never allow it : If therefore our Rule of Faith be 
: any Scripture, as each Perſon underftands it ; any Per- 


ot be ſon of ſound Judgment in the Reformation,may with« 
| out (cruple- believe what he underftands to be the 
Rands Dottrine of Scripture. 


pra C Fourth 


ne 


- Fourth Dialogue. 
TSMA'E I. You ſtill infift apon that principle, that 
I our Rule of Faith is Scripture; as each perſon. of 
found judgment underſtands it, and from that princi- 
ple will follow many abſurd conſequences deftructive 
.of Piety and 'Rehgjion. | 

Tſaac. That principle is not invented by me, it's of 
/our Holy Reformation;-if 1 did diſcourſe with a Pe- 
'p1# 1 would provethe principle to be true,and Gods 
'Expreſs Word ; brit-fince I diſcourſe with a Reformed 
-Child;I ſuppeſe,1 need not ſpend my time in proving 

it : This principle-then,beingan unqueſtionable truth 
-n-our Reformation, no Reformed Child muft be fo 
4rreverent and boldas toſay,that any Doftrine which 
-clearly and unavoidably follows out of it, is Blaſphe- 
mous or Impions, for that would be to 'condemn our 


principle by which'we walk : Ex vero non ſequitur nift - 


veram : From a true Principle nothing can follow but 
true Do&rine. Can youdeny but this was the Rule 
of Faith,and principle of our firſt bleſſed Reformers, 
and of the Church of England, mentioned in her 39 


but 


Articles ? If therefore they judged, and if any other tin: 


judges by that Rule and Principle, that thoſe Tenets 
which you call Impious and Blaſphemous, be true 
Dotrine, . they cannot be blamed for believing 
them. 


Iſmael. Tconfeſsour firſt Reformers did ſpeak fo, 


but I ſay ſuch Errors and Impious Dottrines cannot 
without Irreverence be called the Dottrine of the Re- 


for- 


and 
but 
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formation, and cannot without impiety be believed, 
becauſe our Reformation at preſent condemns and 
deteſts thoſe Blaſphemies, for we muſt grant that our 
Reformation in its beginning was not in its full per- 
feftion of Dottrine; God began it by Zather, Calvin, 
- -o Zuinghits, andothers; Thoſe great Men had their 
frailties, they did overlaſh in ſome things, and what 
they ſaid amiſs, Gods Heavenly Spirit inſpired to the 
Church from time to time to corre it, and has at 


at length brought our Church to that purity of Dodtrine, 
of and fulneſs of perfetion which now it enjoys. No- 
Ci thing is to be called now the Doctrine of the Refor- 
ve mation, but what is now believed by our Congregati- 
| ons,and none of them believes thoſe execrable Tenets 
of you related. 


P4- --- \, Taac. You wrong the Reformation very much, in 
ods ſaying it had not its full perfe&ion in the beginning, it's 


ned rather to be thought, that that poliſhing and refining 
"mg, of it in enſuing Years with new perfections, and cor- 
uth recting the firſt draught of it by our firſt Reformers, 
e {0 has been acorruption of it with ſome mixture of Popiſh 
hich errors and ſuperftitions ; For all Religious Congrega- 
phe- tions, and Pretenders to Piety, are at the firſt begin- 


| OUr ning, in the height of their perfection and in Progreſs 
x niſs - of Years,they decline and decay from their primitive 
y but Spirit into errors and corruption of manners ;. Reli- 
Rule gious Congregations are not like Arts and Sciences; 
mers, Which by time and experience receive new perfections; 
er 29 but like Chimnies, which grow daily blacker by con- 
other——- tinual ſmoke and fire ; Witneſs the Fewiſh Church 
"enets and Law, in its beginning. flouriſhing and holy, 
- true but corrupted in progreſs of time, by Traditions of Men 
eving and Superſtitions of Phariſces : Witneſs alſo the Law 

of the Goſpel in thoſe happy times of the Apoftles, 
ak ſo, holy and pure, but corruntcd after ſome Years by ers 
-annot Tors of Popery : If we be to ſeek for the pure and Or« 
he Re- thodox Doctrine of the primitive Church, ought not 
for- C 2 Wwe 


"we to be ſaid by the Apoſtles, Men raiſed extraordi- | 
'narily by God,and repleniſked with his Spirit to teach 
us the Goſpel? And if we be to ſeek for the Pure 


'as the others, And if our preſent Congregations pre- 
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and Orthodox dottrine of the Reformation,ought not 
we to be ſway'd rather by Luther, Calvin, Melan@hen, 
Zuinglius, Beza,and our other firft Reformers,than by - | 
a few Minifters and Biſhops of England,who, tho? they 
be Wiſeand Pious Men, yet they are not of that ftamp 


ſume to corre them,and ſay they overlaſh'd in their 
dottrine; will not the Papiſts ſay, if they have been 
fuch ſcandalous Maſters, and falſe Teachers, why did 
you receive their Reformation ? And as they er- 
Tedlſo grofly in ſuch primeArticles of Chriftianity,why 
do not you fear and ſuſpea they have alſoderr'd in the 
reſt ? Secondly the Papifts will fay, if as they Re-=— 
formed us,you Reform them, then you muſt ex- Ic 
| and permit that others may reform you, and . fi 
orſake your Dodrine as you forſake theirs. h 
Iſmael. 1 wiſh you could make out, that the Re- 
Formation was in its full Perfeion in its beginning ; at 
had yon read ſome Writers of ours, perhaps you b 
would judge otherwiſe; 4 Muſculus, a learned Zu- R 
ther an, Writes thus; Thus it is with ws at Preſent, thit HH 
if any be deſirous 6 ſee 4 great Rabble of Knaves,turbu- N 
Jent Spirits, deceitful Perſons , Cozeners, and Debauchd DD 
Merz, let bim go 104 City, where the Goſpel is purely If 
Preached, and be ſball find them by Multitudes ; for it's Hd 
more manifeſt than the day light, that never werethere, Ar 
more unbridled and unruly People among the Turks ant, —h; 
Infidels than the Profeſſors of the Reformed Goſpel, of 
b Luther himſelf ſays as much z The World grows but 
daily worſe, and Men are now more covetous, revenge» beg, 
ful, and licentious than they were in Popery,Mr, Stubs ing 
C lays, agz 
a Dom, 1. Adventus, © libr. de Proph. Chriſti. b In 
Poſtil. ſuper Evangel, Dom. 1. Advent. & Dome 26, C / 
poſt Triuit, inf} 
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claysno leſs 3 After my Travels round about al Engs 
land, 7 found the People in moſt Parts proud, malicious, 
ambitious, and caveleſs of good Works. Mr. Richard. 
Gefery, in bis Sermon at St. Paul's Croſs, Printed Anno. 
1604, 1 may freely ſpeak what I have plainly ſeen, 


*:that in Flanders never was there more Drunkenneſs, in. 


Italy more Wantonneſs, in Jury more Hypocrifie, in. 
Turky more Impiety, in Tartary more Iniquity, than 
is prattiſed generally in England, and particularly in 
London. Certainly our Reformation at preſent de- 
ſerves a hetter Charatter ; never did the Ale-houſes 
and Taverns complain more heavily of want of Tra-- 
ding, which is a Proof of our Sobriety ; the Churches 
which we ſee a Building in London, is a good Tefti- 
mony of Piety 3 and we are ſo far from any ſmack. 


Re- == of Hypocrifie, that you ſhall not ſee in all Zondsn the 


EX» 


and . 


Re- 
ung 3 

you 
1 Lu- 
that 
urbu- 
auch'd 
purely 
Yr it's 


etbere , 


leaſt appearance of Vertue, ſo hiddenly it's kept 
from mortal Eyes, but what you may meet in our 
honeſt Quakers. 

Jazc. 1 confeſs- our Comp as now they 
are, are very good both in rine and Manners ; 
but I ay alfo, that the Dofrine and Manners of our 
Reformation, at its firſt beginning was as pure as 
Holy, and as true as. now it is, or ever it will be.. - 
Nay, ſuppoſing and granted, their Manners and 
Dottrine were ſo corrupt as thoſe Doftors mention ;: 
I fay that amidft all thoſe Vices, their Life was as 
Holy, Innocent, Blameleſs and Pure as yours is now ; 
And that you may be convinc'd of this Truth, know: 


cs ant, that Calvin expreſly teaches. d We believe the Sins 


3ol; pe I, 

gr ows 
Venge- 
| Stubs 


c ſays; 


i. Þ In 
Ne 26, 


of the Faithful, (he means of the Reformation) arg 
but venial Sins; not but that they deſerve Death, bus 
beeauje there is no damnation for the Children of Grace, 
inaſmuch as their Sins are not imputed to them; And 
again e he ſays, Wecan aſure our ſelves, we can ng 

C 2 mor a 
c Motives to good Works in the Epift. Dedic. d Lib. 3, 
Init, c, 4. Sett. 28, e Lib. 4 Int, c, 7. Set. 2.. 
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move be damn'd for any Sins, than Jeſus Chrift him- 
ſelf. Lather f is of the ſame Opinion, As nothing bnt 
Faith doth Fuftifie us, ſo nothing but Incredulity is 4 
Sin. Again, g No Sin 1s ſo great that it can condemn 
a Man, ſuch as are damn'd, are damn'd only for their 
TIncredality, Whitaker, b No Sin can hurt a Man who 
bas Faith, The ſame is taught by Wotton, Fulk, Tin- 
dal, and Bezz. It's therefore the Doctrine of Scri- 
pture. as Interpreted by theſe Perſons of great and 
ſound Judgment, that Incefts, Murthers, Intempe- 
rance, or whatever elſe you call a Sin, (Incredulity 
excepted, ) either is no Sin at all, or but Venial Sins, 
which do no harm, nor cannot damn the children of 
th: Reformation ; if therefore our Brethren lived in 
the beginning of the Reformation, as thoſe Authors 
relate, they lived according to Scripture, as Inter- 
preted to them by Men of ſound Fudgment, and this 
being our rule of Faith and Manners, they did not ill, 
but very well in following it. 

Iſmael. They were men of the Reformation, it's 
true, who tanght theſe Errors, ant diffolution of Life 
and good Manners ; inſomuch, they ſwerved from 
the Spirits Holineſs and Purity of the Reformation, 
and muft not be believed nor commended. Look up- 
on the Reformation as now it is, and you will not 
find any ſuch ſcandalous Dottrine, or Corruption of 
manners. 

Iſaac. They were not only Men of the Reforma- 
tion, but the greateſt Oracles of it, which you will not 
match with any of our preſent Congregations,and it”s 
not pardonable in any Reformed Child to fay, ſuch 
Oracles, Extraordinarily raiſed by God to Teach the 
purity of the Goſpel.ſhould have taught either Errors 
in Doctrine, or Diſſolution of manners : They _— 

wahat 
F Inlet commun,. claſſe 5... 27. 8 To. 2. Wittemb. de 
capt. Babyl. fol. 74. h De Eccl, cont. Bellarm, conf. 2. 
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what:in their Conſciences they underſtood-by Scripture: 
to be true. if you wilbnot be ſo irreverent as to ay | 
that they were-Knaves, who ſpoke and taught againſt” 
their Conſciences and Knowledge, Therefore they 
taught the Dodrine of the — bs purely and. 
truly: : The conſequence is evident ; For, what is the 
Doctrine'of the Reformation, but what wiſe, learned: 
Men of found Ja{gmeat.think and underſtand by,SCrie- 
pture to.be true? Why is figurative Preſence theDo- 
ctrine of the Reformation ? tho denied, by Lutherans, 
(whoare Reformed alfo,) but becauſe Wiſe learned: 
Men Judge by Scripture as they underſtand it, it's the- 
true Doctrine ? or can you give me any other Rule of 
Faith by which we may know what Doctrine is of the 
Reformation.and what not,but Scripture as each Per- 
fon of ſound Judgment underftands it,? Or what Rule 
can you give for to know what is good or evil to be 
done, but Scripture as underftood by ſuch Perſons? 
If therefore Luther, Calvin, and the other Doctors, 
I quoted: Judge by Scripture that Doctrine and Man- 
ner of Life to be trueand:gaod, why may not we-ſay, 
it's the Doctrine of the Reformation 3. If you or the” 
Church of Engl:nd, or Scotland Judge that Dodtrine 
to be falſe, and that manner of Life to be a diſſolution 
and corruption of manners : Why ? you are Men of 
ſound Judgment, you underftand Scripture ſo ; that 
will be the Doctrine” alfo'- of the Reformation, you 
may believe it : But you maſt nat+ deny that. Zuther 
and 'Calvir*sDoctrine alſo is of* the Reformation, be- 
canſe they were Men of as ſound Judgment as you. 
You tranſgreſs hainouſly againft modeſty, in ſaying. 
thoſe ſacred Organs of God ſwerved from the Spirit 
and Holineſs of the Reformation; which having no 
other Rule of Faith but Scripture, as each Perſon of. 
ſound Judgment underftands it;its Spirit and Holineſs: 
confift in fraiming our Life and Doctrine to that Rule, . 
as our bleſſed Reformers and Reformation in its he- - 
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ning did, bekieving thoſe Tenets, which you call Er- 
rors and Blaſphemy, and living that life which you call 
Diſſolution and Corruption of Manners, becauſe they 
Judge by Scripture, as they underftood it, that Do- 
£&rine and Manner of Life was True, Innocent, and 
Good ; and if you like it as they did, you may betieve 
and live as they did;and he a good Child of the Refor- 
mation : Conſider I pray all the Works and Do&rine 
of Luther (the like 1 ſay of our other firft Reformers.) 
the three parts of his Doftrine is againft. Popery, and 
they ſay, all are Hereſies and Blaſphemies ; the reft 
is contrary to the Church of England, and ſhe ſays, 
this is alſo Errors and Blaſphemy, ſo you conſpire 
with the Papi#ſts, to deftroy the credit of our firft 
and b:ſftReformer:and betwixt you both,you unplume 
him of all his Feathers, and leave him not a bit of 
£601 Dotrine. 

But I will ſtand to the Spirit, and Principles of the 
Reformation, and Congregations, as now they are, 
ſince that you do ſo much boaft of its Purity and great: 
Perfettions; and I will prove that Dottrine,and Man- 
ner of Life, may be believed and followed Lawfully 
ſtanding to its Principles : For if the Spirit of the Re- 
formation be at preſent among us, we muſt not be 
forced,as in Popery,to believe againſt our proper Judg- 
ments, what others believe by Scripture to be true and 
holy, but what each one thinks in his own Conſcience. 
to be ſuch ; becauſe even now at preſent, our Rule 
of Faith is Srcipture as each Perſon of ſound Judg- 
ment underftands it, and this is the ſame Rule which 
Luther and the Reformation in its beginning had: This 

Holy Liberty is the beſt Jewel, the greateſt PerfeCtion, 

and moft glorious Prerogative the Reformation has : 

Tf therefore now at preſent any Man judges by Scri- 

Pture. that he can Marry ten Wives at a time;that he: 

can kill his own Son as; Abrabam ititended; that he may 


commit inceſt with his own daughter, as Zot did ; tha 
there 
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there is no Sin but Incredulity,as Zzther believed ; nor- © © 
any Myftery ofthe Trinity of Perſons in one Nature, 
as Catvin believed, With what Ji ice can the Church 
of England ſay a Man does not believe. and live as be- 
cometh a Reformed Child, or that his Nuctrine and 
Life is ſcandalous ; whercas he 1:25 and believes as- 
| '*® he underſtands by Scripture, he nay or ought to do,. 
which is the Rule of Faith of the Reformation, even: 
of the Church of #:/4nd ? The Church of England. 
fays, the Zutheran Dottrine of the Real Preſence is- 
not the Dottrine of Scripture ; that the Presbyterian 
Do&rine againft Epiſcopacy, is not the Dottrine of 
Scripture ; that the 4n4baprſi Dottrine againft In» 
fants Baptiſm, is not of Scripture ; and yet you-per- 
mit them a!] to live in Peace; you Conteſs they are true =: 
Children of the Reformation, though Diſenters fron: 
*.* you; why? Becauſe they iollow Scripture as.they 
underftand it, and'this is our Rule of Faith? And 
why will not you ſay, the Belief and Life of that o-- 
ther Man is alſo of the Reformation, though it may 
ſeem abſurd to you; fin: e he believes and lives as he- 
Judges by Scripture he may ? it fol'ows therefore- 
Plainly, that this is the DoCtrine of the Retorma- 
t10n, 

Iſmael. T confeſs our Rule of Faith in the: Refore- 
mation, is Scripture as each perfon of ſound Judg--- 
ment-underftands it : but you cannot doubt but that” 
it's needful to moderate and curb this liberty, or it 
may run too far : for if every man be licenc'd to he- 
lieve and teach every thing he fancies to be according. 

—,— toScripture; as there is.no Doctrine ſo execrable bnt 
ſome ignorant Reader may hit upon a text, which,. 
ill unJerſtood,may ſeem to fayour it ; fo-there wiil te - 
none but may be believed, and called the Dottrine of 
the Reformation : for example, Bez2i teaches, ſan 
ſays it's alſo the Dottrine of Calvin, Sumaize anl 
Geneve,) that the Lords Supper maybe lawfully ad-- 

1 Epifi. 22.89 25. C4 miniſter'd: 


i 


; 
b 
4 


Yi! &tepud, © Divort. page 223; 
DO LEL || 


Oo. — > Doe 
nb Iv a. ues Wa oe 


( 46 ) 
minifter'd in any kind of Victuals as well as in Bread 
and Wine, in Eggs, Fleſh, Fiſh, &c. Where there # no 
breadand wine, ſays, he, we may duly celebrate, if in 
ſtead of them we uſe what we uſually eat and drink. And 
again in the ſame place ; Tf there be no water at hand, 
and that Baptiſm cannot be with edification deferred I 
woulJ Baptize in any other liquor. 

T/aac. And why ſhould not it be lawful to any Re- 
formed to believe this,whereas it's Scripture as inter- 
preted by a man of ſo ſound a Judgment ? but I do not 
in any wiſe like that opinion of yours and of the 
Church of England,that it's convenient to limit and curb 
mens Judgments left they may run too far : this is the 
Policy of- &me, T hey will not permit an arbitrary In- 
terpretation of Scripture, alledging, forſooth, for in- 
conveniency, the multitude of abſurd Doctrines which 
the World would ſwarm with, if ſuch a liberty were 
allowed : No, no, far be it from any true Reformed 
Child to miſlike or blame that all people ſhould in- 
terpret Scripture, and believe what they judge by it 
tobe true : and if what they judge to be true, ſhould 
ſeem to you falſe and ſcandalous, do not you believe it, 
Lut let them believe it, and they will be of the Refor- 
mation, becauſe they follow our Rule of Faith. 

Iſmael, k Lnther, 1 Melanthox, m Muſculus, n Ochi-- 
71s, 0 Beza, and others, teach the lawfulneſs of Bigamy 
or Multiplicity of Wives, and prove it with the ex- 
ample of 45raham, Iſaac and Faccb ; and Ochinus Ex-- 
pounding the: Text of St. Paul, It behoveth a Biſhop 
t0 be a man of one Wife ; The prohibition, ſays he, s 
not to be underſtood ſo, that a Biſhop. ſhould have but one 
Wife at atime, for certainly he may have many ; but $. 
Paul's meaning #,that he ought not to have 200 many Wives 
at 4 time, that's 10 ſay.ten or twenty, T{aacs 
k To. 5..Wittem. ſerm. de Matrim. © in 1. adCorin. 7. 
L Confil:Theo],par.1 .p49.648. © 134. m In Epifi, Paul. 

ad Phil. & in 2.4d Tim.. 3. 11 lib, 2, Dial,.21, 0.Lib.. de 
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I/#:c. And will youdeny this to be the DoQ@rine of - 

the Reformation, whereas it's Scripture as Interpre-- 
ted by men ef ſo eminent and ſound a judgement ? 

Iſmael. The Synod of Geneve, p and the q Eccle-- 
faſtical Diſcipline of France, printed at Szumure, has: 
decreed, that a Wite whuſe Husband is a long time - 
abſent, may have him call'd by the publick Cryer,and 
if within a competent time he does not appear, with - 
out any further enquiry,the Miniſters may licence her - 
tomarry any other, or marry her himſelf. 

Iſ:zac. I ay, all honeſt Women may praRtiſe this -: 
Doctrine without ſcruple or ſhame, whereas it's Scri- 
pture as Interpreted by that thrice holy Synod;but let : 
Seamen beware how they undertake long voyages, for-: 
fear their Wives may take other Husbands in their:: 
abſence. 

Iſmael. Inther r teaches it's lawful toa Wife, if- 
her Husband does not pleaſe her, to call her Man fer- 
vant, or her Neighbour ; which Doctrine they fay is 
come to the ears of our London Sifters ; and he gives 
the like liberty to the Husbands, if their Wives be 
pettiſh and humourſome. 1f the Husband, ſays he,can- 
riot correft the humourſomneſs of bis Wife, he may img-- 
Line ſhe is d-40, and may marry another, becauſe it's not in - 
the power of a Man to live without a Woman, nor in bers + 
10 Jive without a Man, Y 

'Taze, This is Scripture as Interpreted by Zuther,and 
conſequently muſt not be denied to be the Doctrine. 
of the Reformation ; nor can any of our Reformation - 
be juſtly puniſh'd or. blam'd for praQifing it, ithe- 
jadges by Scripture it be true, (as Luther did, for this- 
is our Rule of Faith. But Zzzher never gave this liber- 
ty,but upon condition,that theHusband orW ife ſhould 4 
firſt make their complaint before a Magiftrate, for to 
harea redreſs of their injury and diſcontent ; but this 

Con- 
Pp Canon. Generales Genuen.1560. q Chap... 13.4rte 31» 
I Tos 5+Wittem. (erm. de. Matrim. . 
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condition ſeems too comberſome to the modeſty of our 
Sifters ; they do not ſubmit to it, but do themſelves 
juſtice without any addreſs to the Magiftrate.I know 
alſo- that not only Luther, but { Bucer, t Melantthon, 

u Ochinus,x Muſculus and Calvin,y do teach that a man 

{ who finds his Wife in Adultery, may caſt her off by 

'' Divorce, and marry another ; and our French Synods 

; have ordered this Doctrine to be put in their Eccleft- 

(|| aftical Diſcipline, that it's the Doctrine of Scripture, 

| as interpreted by theſe perſons of ſound judgment,and. 

conſequently of the Reformation : you may therefore 
believe and praiſe it ; our Sifters. particularly our 

1 Minifters Wives were much alarm'd at this Dottrine, 

and fay it's a damnable Hereſle; believe as you pleaſe. 

Iſmael. Does not Luther ſay it's impothble a x young 
{| Manof 20 years can live without a Woman ;. or a 
| young Maid of 18 years, without a Man; whereby 
[|| all Parents may believe their Daughters of that age are 
defil'd, if not preferr'd in due time: ſure you will. not 
fay this is the Doctrine of the Reformation. 

Iſaac. And who doubts but that it's the Reformed. 
| Doctrine: Scripture as interpreted by ſo ſound a judg- 
þ' ment ; the contrary Doctrine is alſo of. the Reforma- 
z || tion, and you may believe it, becauſe onr Glorious 
q | | Queen EJ;zabeth dyed a Virgin ; and it's credibly re- 
[||| ported ſome few fellows of Oxford and. Cambridge live 
| continently. 

'' Jſmgel. But what do you think of a. Child Chris. 
ften'd in Popery by a Monk or a-Fryar,ought he to be 
Chriften'd again in our Reformation ?- And what if a 
Popiſh Prieſt, or Fryar, did become of our Reformed 

/ Church, can he lawfully Marry, whereas he made a 

| Vow of Chaſtity ? Iſaac. 

 £ To 5. Wirtemb: ſerm.de Matrim, t 1n Scriptis Anglic.de- 
5,Chr.l. 2.1.26, © in Matth.c.19, ula Conſil, Theol. 

1: pz-.1.p2g. 648. /. © 134. x Dial.200.(9 204. in Epiſt, 

i! $. Paul. ad Time2. y 1.4. Int.c.19..ſet.37«. Diſcip. Eccds. 
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I{aac. As to the firft Query, it's the Doftrine of 
the Reformation,declared by many French Synods.,and 
recorded in their Ecclefiaftical Detigline.thes he muſt 
be Chrifken'd again, becauſe the firft Baptiſm was 
Null : it's alſo the Do&trine of the Reformation, de- 
clared by the Church of England, and many Synods of 

® France, that the firft Baptiſm is ſufficient and valid * 
believe which you pleaſe. It's alſo the Dofrine of the 
Reformation, that Infants Baptiſm is not at all need. 
ful (nay- nor Lawful. ſay the Anabapriſts) ſo fays 
Calvin, a Zuinglius, Beza and many others ; it's like- 
wiſe the DoQrine of our 39.. Articles b, and our holy 
Synod of Lendon c, that Infants baptiſm is lawful and 
needful. Believe which you like beft ; both are of the 
Reformation. 

As to the ſecond @uery,it's the Doctrine of the Refor-. 


" © mation that Priefts and Fryars areobliged to the vow 


of Chaſtity which:they made in Popery, and cannot. 
marry.this is the Do&rine of many of vur Brethren 
and particularly.of d Hooker, e Marloratus, Budellus 
and f Couel, who ſay the Papifts vows of Poverty, 

Obedience and Chaitity are commendable and ought. 
to be kept. You may alſo believe this is wicked Do-- 
&rine, and that they may take Wives notwithſtand- 

ing their vow of Chaſtity, as well as Benefices not- 

withſtanding their vow of Poyerty: believe which you 
pleaſe, both Doctrines are of the Reformation ; but. 


© the beſt is to ſay they can marry, for if marriage and 


benefices were denied them, no Prieft or Fryar would 


: ever embrace our Reformed Doctrine : We know 
"our great Zuinglius himſelf would notat all preach the 


Goſpel unto the Swztzers, until that he preſented a, 
peticion for himſelf and. his companions (all Priefts 
and. Eryars) extant yet in his 1 Tom. pag, 110. and, 

obtain= 
a Lib, 4. In$. ce.15. ſet... 20.0 21, b At. 27. C Can.. 
29. d Lib. 2.Eccleſ.. Polit. pag.. 10%, E In Tit Cc, 50. 
£ In defenſe. Zookeri art..8, 
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obtained the contexts of it, which was to have Wives. 
Nor can we doubt this tobe the beft DoQrine,where- 
as Lnther, Beza, and-almoft all our other Keformers, 
were Priefts and Fryats, and the firſt ſtep they gave 
in the Reformation was to Marry: the Papitts and ſome 


weak Zrethren were much ſcandalized at Lurher's mare _ 


riage, and Eraſmws his rallerie upon it was much ſo« 
Fmnized, Luther yeſterday a Mont, to day a Husband, 
and next d1y 4 Father, becauſe that honeſt X «ro Boren, 
his virtuous Bride, was happily delivered of a lovely 
Boy eight days after he married her : but the Servant 
of God did not regret the ation, which-proves that 
he judged by Scripture it was very lawful, 


Fitth Dialogue. 


SMAEL. You know I have been born and bred 
in our holy Reformation, and a Church of Zng- 
Iind man ; you tell me 1 may believe this or that, and 
whatever I pleaſe, I would gladly fettte once for ever, 
and refolve what I may, and ought to believe, and 
not to be every day carried away with'every wind of 
Dodtrine ; tet me, to that purpofe propoſe unto you, 
and hear your reſolution of ſome doubts. What do 
you think, have not we a Church on earth eftabliſht 
by Chrift, wherein we areto live and ſerve him, and 


believe her Dottrine ? 4 
Jaac, 1 will give you no other inftrution nor an-' 


ſwer but the pure Doftrine of the Reformation,which 
when you have heard, you may determine as you like 
beſt, what- Religion to' embrace ; but know this, 
thatafter you.havedetermin'd with your ſelf to believe 
this or that, you may with a very fate conſcience alter 
that reſolution.next. day after, and belieye the quite. 
Contrary 
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contrary to what you reſolve to believe, if upon bets 
ter conſideration you think the contrary to be true : 
this is the liberty of the holy Reformation, as I 
proved it my firft Dialogue. | | 

AS to your preſent doubt Ianſwer,it's the Doftrine 
of the Reformation, that it was mw Chrift the Son 

of God who eftablifkt the Church,you may believe it 
therefore: It's alſo the Dottrine of the Reformation, 
that it was not Jeſus Chrift the Son of God who efta- 
blifht the Church: that this is the Dottrine of oftr Re< 

formation it's apparent,for it's Scripture as Interpre- 
ted by Ochinus a man of ſound Judgment, whom aÞ 
Italy could not match, ſays Calvin ; = whoſe preſence 
England was happy, and unhappy in his abſence, fays 
B. Bale : Ochinus ſpeaks thus,. a Conſidering how the 
Church was eſtabliſhr by Chriſt and waſht with bis Blood 3 
and conſidering ag ain how it was utterly overthrown by 
Papacy ; I concluded that be who eſtabliſht it, could not 
be Chriſt the Son of God,becauſe he wanted providence x 

and upon this refle&ion he renounced Chriſt and be- 
came a Jew. And no man can fay but that he a&ed 

and behaved himſelf like a true Child of the Reforma- 

tion in fo doing, for he followed Scripture as he under. 

food it; and as he wasa true Reformed Child in for- 

faking Popery, becauſe he underftood by Scripture , 

that the Reformation was better ; ſo fince he under. 

ftood by reading Scripture more, that Fadaiſm was 

better than the Reformation, he ated like a good 
Reformed, in chuſing that which he nnderftood by 
Scripture to be the bett; this is the Reformations Rule 
of Faith; do you, if you pleaſe, as he did, and you'll 
be as good a Reformed as he. 

And if you chooſe to believe that there isa Church 
eftabliſht on earth by Chrift, you miuft beware never 
to believe or perſwade your ſelf that we are beund to 
believe her Dottrine, or live in her, if you do- not 


-he quite, Judge by Scripture that ſhe teaches the Dofrine of 


contrary. 


a ln Prefai, Dialogs Chcift > 
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Chrift : This is the moſt eſſential point of Popery,an 
obligation of ſubmitting our judgments to the Church, 
and believing her Doctrine without any more examin- 
ing,and in this the Church of Zxgland is much like the 
PopiſhChurch,which by Acts of Parliaments and other 
ſeveritieswould oblige all men to believe her Doctrine, 
Rites and Ceremonies: No, God has given us Scri- 
ture for our Rule of Faith, as we forſook the Pepiſh 
Church,becauſe we diſcovered by Scripture her many 
Errors in Doctrine ; ſo we are not hound to believe 
the Doctrine of any other Church, but as we find by 
Scripture her Doctrine is true. Do, and ſpeak as Lx- 
ther to 1, Edit. Fen. in Reſolut. 1 will be free, and 
will not ſubmit to the authority of Councils, Popes,Church 
or Univerfity.; to the contrary. I will confidently teach 
whatever I Fudge to be true ; whether it be Catholick 
Dodrine or Heretical.; condemned or approved. 

Iſmael. Muſt I not believe that the Doctrine of Je- 
ſus Chrift, delivered to his Apoftles and the Church 
is true Doctrine ? 

Iſaac. The Reformation teaches, it is, and you 
i may ſafely believe it : You may as ſafely. believe it is 
I not, in the Principles of the Reformation ; becauſe it 
teaches that Chrift err'd in Doctrine and Manners : 


_— — 


C it's 4 folly to think he was not ignorant in many things ; 
laſtly, David Georgius d (a-Man of God and of a holy 
life ſays Ofander) writes, If the Do@rine of Chrif and: 
his Apoftles had been true and perfeft , the Church which 


Antichriſt bus ſubverted it, as it's manifeſt in Papacy : 
therefore it- was. falſe and imperfeF, See theſe words 
quoted in the Hiſtory of David George, printed by the: 
Divines of Baſile, at 4ntwerp. Anno. 1568, both Do- 

ctrines. 
b Serm. d&50. Artic. in ſamma ſummarum.. c In Harm., 
ſuper. Lug, 2, d Epitom, Cent. 16. par. 2+ 
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Pere Phariſaierant wiri valde boni, ſays Luther ; b and. / 
Chrius minime debuit eos taxare ; and Calvin fays, ' 


they planted had continued, but now it # manifeſt that TYetp; 
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QArines are Scripture as interpreted by Men'of ſound 
Judgment 3 a Child of the Reformation,may believe 
which he will. 

Iſmael. Is it not the Doctrine of the Reformation 
that the Apoſtles were infallible in their Doctrine ?- 


* , *much more muſt we believe that Jeſus Chrift was ſo. 


- Jaac.' Yes itis 3 you may believe it : and it's alſo 
the Doctrine, of the Reformation that they were not 
infallible, neither in their written or unwritten Do» 
Arine, ſo many of our moſt renowned Doctors 
ſpeak, and whatever any Men of.ſound Judgment 
Judge to be true by Scripture, is the Doctrine of the 
Reformation ; Zuinglims, E one of the greateſt Ora- 
cles of our Church ſays, 1t's a great ignorance to be- 
lieve any infallible authority in the Goſpels or Epiſtles 


© of the Apoſiles ; Beza, not inferiour to Zuinglius, blot- 


f Je- 
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ted out of S. Fohn the hiftory of the Woman Adalte- 
reſs, Fudging it afable; Clebitius faffirms, that Luke's 
relition of Chriſt*s paſſion #s not true, becauſe it does. not 
agree with that of Matthew and Mark, and more credit 
« to be given to. two, than t0 one. g Calvin ſays, Petey 
conſented to, and added to the ſchiſm of the Church, 10 
the overthrow of Chriſtian liborty, and Chriſt's Grace. 
h Whitaker ſays, /t's evident that after the Deſcent 
of the Holy Goſpel, the whole Church, even the Apotles, 
erred; and Peter erred in Dodrine and manners. iLu- 
ther ſays Peter lived and taught extra Yerbum Dei; and 
Brentius k his Diſciple ſays, that Peter and Barnabas 
together with the Church of Þ-rufalem | erred after re- 


ſt that "cetving the Holy Ghoſt. 1f our Rule of Faith be Scripture 
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as each perſon of ſound Judgment underſtands it, un- - 
doubtedly this muſt be the Doctrine of the Reformati- 
on, and may be believed by any Reformed, fince it's 

| | Scripture 
e Tom. 2.cont, C atabapt, fol. 10. f Fiftoria verit. arg. 5+. 
8 Incap.2;ad Gal.h de Eccleſ.cont. Bellarm.Cont. 2. q. 4. 
1 T9. 5.,Witteman.15 54 in Epiſt. a4 Gal.ce 1.K In Apobe. 
Cof. c.. de Concil, 


Scripture'interpreted by ſuch renowned men. 

Iſmael. This is moſt wicked DoQtrine, Vil never 
| believcit. | 

| Jace. 1f you think by Scripture: it's wicked, do 

j/ not: follow your Rule of: Faith, Scripture as you nn- 
derftand it; but if any other underftands by Scripture” , © 
(as thoſe authors di) that the Dattrine is gg03, give 
him leave to believe; he'll but follow his' Rule' of + ( 
Faith, Scripture as he underftands it. 

Iſmael, 1 would gladly know which are-the true s 
Canonical Books of Scripture. R 

Tſaas.T he Reformation teaches,and you may believe " 
with theCharch of Englrd,that S. Pau!'sEpiſtle to the R 
HKebrews,thoſe of Fumes and Fxde : the 2. of S. Peter ; ye 
the 2. and 3.of S.Fohn,are true Canonical Scripturez ,. gf 
i the Reformation alfo teaches they are not Canonical,  ” w 
' becauſe Lutherans deny them ; b<lieve which youlike þy 
[4 beft. But if you'll live in peace. and ont of all ftrife {4h 
[| with Prot-Rants, Lutherans, and others, who dil 
pate,if this or that be Canonical Scripture; your rea- + gr 
dieft and ſpeedieft way will be, to ſay there's no true 
| Canonical Scripture ; Scripture is no more to be. re= (rp 
lh garded than other pious Books: if you ſay this is not the yy 
l Pottrine of the Reformation, read Hoſhas. de expreſe Pa] 
# Verbo Dei, & 1ib. de Har. where he reſates this to be azt 
'W the Doctrine of the Swinfe}dians, as good Reformers fo; 
as the beſt of us:they ſay, that we are not to regardfany whe 
Inftruction from Man or Book. but Gods:immediate in- tg x: 
ſpiration, which ſpeaks ſecretly to our hearts ; for may 
which they alledge thoſe comfortable words of the " chan 
Prophet, I will hear what my Lord my God ſpeaks in expr 
1 me: for ſay they, the Book which we call Scripture, catio 
lj is a creature, and we muft not feek for light and in- 7s ; 
ſtruction from any creature,but from God the Father the * 
it of Lights. This is Scriptare as interpreted by-Men of was { 
i found Judgment ; ary Child-of the Reformation may Figy, 
1! believe it, | | 
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Iſmael. 1 thought te ſettle my mind in'my choice of 
ſome Religion, and you go the way fo beat me from 
all, for if you renverfe the Authority of Scripture,what 
warrant ſhall we have for any Religion ? God forbid 
the Reformation ſhould deny the true Canon, or the 


/ "infallible truth of Scripture ; and let all the world ſay 


the contrary, T will conftantly aver and believe it's 
* Gods infallible word. 

Iſaze. How can you ſay 1 beat you from all Reli- 
gi0n, when I directly perſwade you to follow the 
Rule of Faith of our Refurmation, Scripture 4s each 
perſon of ſound judgment underſtands it ; let this be your 
Religion, if you will bea true Reformed ; whatever 
you judge in your conſcience to be true,let the Church 

. of England, or France, or any other, ſay and believe 
what they will, you are to believe but what you judge 
by Scripture to be true; and this is the Religion of 
the Reformation. 

Iſme}, 1 would gladly know, if it be Iawful fo chop 
or change Text ? 

I/aac.It's the Doctrine of the Reformation that you 
cannot, becauſe God has forbid to add to, or take a- 
way from his word : and therefore we condemn the 
Papifts for their Tradition, obtruded upon the Flock 
as the Word of God: It's alſo the Doctrine of the Re 
formation, and the practice of our »beft Reformers, 
when the Text does not ſpeak clear enough, that for 
to refute Popery and eftabliſh our own Doctrine, we 


£ may add or diminiſh a word or two ; which is not to 


change the Word of God, but to make it ſpeak more 
exprelly:as when Zuther had a mind to preach Fuſtifi- 
cation by Faith alone, finding the Text ſaid but, Man 
is Fuſtified by Faith, he added the word Alore,and made 
the Text very clear againft Popery, which formerly 
was ſomewhat obfcure : Zuinglizs being to teach the 
Figurative preſence afsEhrift in the Sacrament, found 
the Text, Thi is my Body, to be too pat againft his 
Doctrine, 


"= 


Wi. | Incap. 2. ad Gal. & ſerm, Ang. p1g. 204 
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Doctrine and inftead of Is, put in 7h fignifieth. 
The Church of England being to preach the Kings 
Spiritual Supremacy,could not convince the obftinate 
Papiſt by the Original Text, which ſaid 1 Pet. 2.ſub- 
mit your ſelves unto every humane creature for the Lord's 
ſake, wherber it be the King as excelling, or to, 8c. 
But in King Edwards time they altered one word,and 
made the Text thus, ſubmit your ſelves to every Ordi- 
nance of Man, whether it be to the King, as being the 
cheif bead, and the following impreſſions of the Bible, 
in the year 1557. and 79. ſay, Tothe King as ſupreme. 
And fo the true Dodtrine is clearly convinc'd out of 
Scripture, asalſo the lawfulneſs of Priefts Marriage 3 
for the Text before the Reformation ſaid 1 Cor. 9. 
have not we power to lead about a woman ſiſter ; and now 
our Bibles ſay, have not w? power 10 lead about «4 
Wife being our Sifter : hence it's evideat according to 
the DoQrine and praftice of our Reformation, that 
when you have a mind to eſtabliſh a Do&rine which 
you judge to be true, you may change the Text and 
make it ſpeak to your ſenſe and meaning, provided 
you judge your ſenſe to be true. 

. Iſmael. What do you think of Fuſtifying Fait 
Does Faith alone roftify us ? 

Iaac, It's the DoQrine of the Reformation, that 
without charity it cannot, becaufe S. Paul ſays 1 Cor, 
13. If Ihave Faith ſo as to move mountains, and have 
no charity, I am nothing. It's alſo the Dottrine of the 
Reformation, that it is impious and wicked to ſay, 
Faith alone without Charity does not jultify ; this is 
Scripture as interpreted by Luther a man of ſound 
judgment : I whe, ſay, quoth Zuther, that Faith alone 
though perfe@ it be, cannot Fuſtify without Charity, ſay 
impiouſly and wickedly, becauſe Faith alone, without any 

good works doth juſtifie, Believe which Doctrine you 
Pleaſe, both are of the Reformation. 
Iſmacl, 
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T/mael. Luther was inſolent in checking the Doctrin 
of St. Paul, | 

Iaxc. Probably he did-not refle& that it was the 
Doctrine of the Apoftle, and if you will have it tobe 
a Check of S. Paul, Luther m will anſwer for himſelf, 
Be it, ſays he, that the Church, Auguſtin or othey 
Dodors, alſe Peter and Paul, nay, and an Angel from 
Heaven ſhould teach otherwiſe than as Teach, yet.my Do- 
trine # ſuch, that it ſerteth forth Gods Glory; 1 know 1 
teach no Humane, but Divine Dofrine. | 

It's the Doctrine of the Reformation, that Faith a- 
lone, without any good Works, and notwithſtanding 
all Sins you are Guilty of, doth juftifie you : This is 
Scripture, as Interpreted by Luther, who ſays, no- 
thing can damn you but Incredulity, as nothing but 
Faith can ſave you; of Whitaker, Wotton, Fulk, and 
Bez4,whoſe words I related in our precedent Dialogue 
which I believe you remember.,and I need not repeat. 

It's alſo the Doctrine of the Reformation,that good 
Works are meritorions of Grace and Glory ; » Hooker 
and Harmonia confeſſ. 0 ſay it's the Dectrine of Scri- 
pture;and what any perſon of ſound Judgment judges 
to be the Doctrine of Scripture, he may believe 
it, for this is our Rule of Faith. It's likewiſe the 
Dottrine generally of all our Church, that good 
Works are not at all meritorious : 7indall, (called 
by Fox p,a Man of God,and a conftant Martyr,)jud ges 
this'to be ſo true, that in his Treatiſe de Mammona ini- 
quitatis, he ſays, Chriſt himſelf did not by all bis good 
Works merit the Glory : And tho' the Scripture ſays 
expreſly he did, Calvin q affirms, that it's « fooliſh 
curtoſity to examine, and a raſh propoſition to ſay Chriſt 
did Merit, 

It's the Doctrine of the Reformation,that tho good 

Works 

m In Epiſt.ad Gal.c.1.99 2.85 Tom. 5. Wittemb.an 15 54. 
fol. 29.n Lib.5.d? Eccl.Polit. ſe#.72. 0 149.495.& 273. 
p Aits and Mon.p4g.51449 Lib.2.Inſt.c.17.ſef. 6. 
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Works be not meritorious, nor have not the leaſt 
Inflaence in our Fuſtification or Salvation, yet they 
are abſolutely needful for both, inaſmuch as that true 
Faith cannot be without = Works, becauſe they 
are the Marks and Signs of a living Faith, by which 


.alone we are Saved;this is theJudgment of the Church. _ 
of England, expreſſed in the 11. and 12 Articles of / 


the 39,and of MclanFhon in Iocis Commun. de Bonis ope- 
Yibus, and you may. believe it : You may alſo believe, 
and it's the Doctrine .of the Reformation, that good 
Works are ſo far from being needful, that- they are 


prejudicious and . hurtful to our Salvation, and the - 


beſt way to be Saved,isto do no good Work at all;this 
is Scripture as Interpreted by Izricus, Flaccius, 4Ams- 


-derfrus;. quoted in 4A. Collog. Aldeburg. pag. 205. 
-and 229, and Luther .r was ſo deeply perſwaded of . 
-this'trath, though that. Chriſt aid, If thou wilt enter 


into. the K ingdom of Heaven,keep the Commandment: Lu- 
ther ſays, it's an obſtacle to our Salvation to keep 


them ; - Where 7 is ſaid, quoth he, that Faith in 


Cbriſt doth indeed juſtify us, . but that it is neceſſary al/o 


' $oikeep the Commandmen:s, there Chriſt is denyed, and 


Faith aboliſh'd, becauſe that which # proper to Faith 
alone js attributed to the Commandments. And again, [ 
fays he, if Faith be accompanied with good Works, it's 
no true Faith; that zt may juſtify it muſt be alone with« 
out any good Works. This is Scripture as interpre- 
ted by ſuch eminent and found Men ;- and conle- 


quently the Dottrine of the Reformation ; and who 


LTus 


doubts but that.any Dottrine of the Reſormation-ePyror 


may be belizved. Hence. forward, when you hear the 
Preacher exhort you to good Works, you may be- 
lieve him if you pleaſe, and have a Mind: to ſpend ; 


your Monies, becauſe he Preaches the Dottrine of the poſh 
Reformation; or you may laugh at him. and believe: the 


. nota word he ſays, becauſe he Preaches againſt the; 7 


Dodrine of the Reformation. 
r [z comment, in cap. 2. 64.Gal. { To. 1. Propofit. 3. 
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Iſmael. Theſe are dangerous and ſcandalous Tenets, 
deftruftive of Piety and Chriftianity ; and let Zurber 
and thoſe Anthors you quoted, fay what they pleaſe, 
the Reformation, nor no honeſt Man will ever be- 
lieve ſuch abominable Dod@rine. 


+ Jſaac.I do not ſay that the Children of theReforma- 


\ 


tion are obliged to believe them : They .may be- 
lieve as you do, that all are wicked Tenets : But if 
Zuther and the others cited. judge in their:Conſcience 


theſe Tenets to be the Dottrine of Scripture, and if 


Peter, Fohn, or Fames, like their Ig I ay 
they may according to the Principles of 6ur Reforma- 
tion believe them,and be as truly Reformed: Children 
as you ; for our rule of Faith is Scripture, as each 
Perſon of ſoundJudgment underftands it;and-in beliey- 
ing thoſe Tenets, becauſe they. judge themr to.: be:the 
Dodrine of Scripture, they ttick faft to, and follow 
our rule of. Faith : Why is Figurative Preſence andthe 
Kings Supremacy, the DoQrine of the Reformation , 
tho” denied by Papiſts, Lutherans, and Presbyterians ; 
but becauſe the Proteftants judge it's the Dofrine of 


Scripture ; If therefore thoſe great AuthorsI quoted, 
and any other with them judge thoſe Tenets to be the 


Dottrine of Scripture, they can be juftly. called the 
DoGQtrine of the Reformation: Muſt Proteftants: be 
forced againſt their Judgments to deny real Preſence, 
and Supremacy, becauſe * Lutherans ſay it's wicked 
Dottrine, And why muft Zuther, Iliricus, Flace 
<ius, and others be forced to deny thoſe Tenets, tho” 


-mation-eProteFants or Papiſts judge them to be damnable ? 


1ear the 
nay be- 
o ſpend 


ne of the 
yelieve 


ink the! 
1ſmael.\ land, and conſequently wf the Reformation: It's 


poſit. 3+ 


Let each one believe what he thinks to be the doctrine 
of Scripture,and he will ſtill bea true reform'd Child. 
Iſmael, Does not our Reformation teach that it's 
poſſible to all Men, aſſiſted with God's Grace, to keep 
the Commandments ? 
Tſaac. This is the Doctrine of the Church of Eng - 


allo 


'deſerve it, nor ſave men becauſe they merit it, but g 
t 


alſo the doctrine vf the Reformation delivered out of , 
Scripture, as Interpreted by Luther, Calvin, Wille, 
and ſeveral others, that it's impoſſible to any Man al- 
ſiſted with what Grace ſoever to keep the Command- | 
ments. None has ever yet, ſays our great Calvin, \ 
£ and God has decreed none ſhall ever keep the Command-.. 
ments: Agail, u The Law and Commandments were þ 
Sivenus, to no other end, but that we ſhould be damn'd 


by them; inaſmuch, that it is impoſſible for Us 10 do 


what they command. The ſame Dottrine is taught by 


' Luther, in ſeveral places of his Works, by Willes x,and 


by our Brethren the Gomarifis of Z011and, and many 

of our French _— Believe which you pleaſe, both 

Dottrinesare of the Reformation. 
It's alſo the Doctrine of Zurther and Catvin, that | 

God does not caft men into Hell becauſe their fins, . 


meerly becauſe he will have it ſo : Ze crowns thoſe whs 
bave not deſerved it, ſays Luther, y and be puniſhes thoſe 7 
who have not deſerved it ; tis Gods Wrath and Severn | 

to damn the one, *tis Gods Grace and Mercy to ſave the! - 


. other. Calvin alſo, 2 Men are damn'd for no other| -5;, 
. cauſe, but becauſe God will. have it ſo ; be is the cauſe} gy 


end Author of their Damnation ; their Damnation is des; 


. creed by God when they are in their M1475 Womb , be-; "Ai 


cauſe he will bave it ſo; this is alſo the belief of out; -5;;; 
Gomariſts in Holland, of many French Churches, an (f 
of ſeveral learned Calviniſts ; though the Church df -&.y, 
Englanddenies thisDoErine,none will dare ſay it isnd :4þ. 
theDoctrine of the Reformation,becauſe it is Scriptufary.. 
as Interpreted by ſuch eminent men of our Churdf-,,,, 
Iſmael. I will never believe {ſuch execrable D 

Qrines, nor will I ever be of any Congregation whid 44. 
believes them. 1/as of tj 
t Zib.2.Inftit.c.7.ſet.5. u Harm, Evang, in Luc. c. Wy 

verſ.26. x In Syop. Papiſmi pag. 564. y Lib. de ſer "Cub 
Arbit.cont, Eraſm, 2 Lib, 2.Inflit.c, 21, ſet. 5. 74 of 1 


Cc. 22. ſet, 11. (5 cap. 12, ſet, 1. 
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t of .' _.. . ge, I do-notadviſe you-totbelieve them ; but ts 
ilet, * . giveqtbersleave\ty beheye them, if they think them 
nal | tobe theDo&tine of--Fcripture 3 as; Lurber, Cavin, 
and- | millet, Gomariſts, and others do; You muſt not , if 
tvin, you bea true Reformed Child hinder any Man from 
nande. » believing; nor be:Uliſpleaſed: with him for believing 
were } . what he, Judges in his Conſcience to be the Dodrine 
amn'd of Scripture, for this is our Rule of Faith, Will not 
t0 ld you be of theCongregation andReligion of thoſe, who 
ht bY follow Scripture as their Rule of Faith, and Believe 
x,and -what-they-Jndse-in their-Conſience to -bethe- Do. 
many | Ctrine of Scripture ? 
:, both Iſmael, Yes I will, and am of ſuch a Congre- 
gation, for this is the Rule of Faith of the Refor- 
, ual} mation. -, conic f (4; - . 
eir 1S'- Jag. *Why theti, You miſt be'of the-fame Cons 
it, but | opregation with the Gomariſts, Luther, Calvin, and 
oſe whs the ethers, who believe thoſe which you call execrable 
es thoſe | 'Doftrines, becauſe they follow' Scripture as they un- 
Severn)! derſtand ; and believe thoſe-Dofrines, becauſe they 
ave the! -Jydge them tobe of Scripture: You both follow the 
10 0rber} -fame Rule, ene goes on2 way, and the other another 
be cauſe! and both art of the Reformation. © The Church of 
;0n is 4, - England underftanfls by Scripture, that God is not the 
omb , be) - Author! nor cauſe of Sift, that he does not force'us'td 
r of Ou!) -Sin;-who doubts but that this is therefore the Dottrine 
hes, an of the Reformation ?- But Calvin, Brentin, Bexz, and 
Zhurch Q -ſereral others underſtand by Scripture, That God is 
y it 1SN9 the cauſe: and. Author-which- forces ohx Wilt to'Sin'; 
ScriptuZeThat Man,and the Devil,are butGods Thftruments to 
r ChurM*cotmmit' it; © That”! Murthers!"Tritefts:' BlaſPhemies . 
able D# vc." are the Worksof God, that KE'rriakts us commit 
jon WhIS thefts - And who doubts but this alſd-is the Dotrine 
1a#of the Reformation, being Scripture as Interpreted 
Luc. c. Wy fach eminent and 'found Judgment ? Go7, ſays 
;. de Jer Cttvin, (a) direts, moves, inclines and forces the will 
. 5.0 7Yof Man to Sin ;' inſomuch that the power and Py 
. -D - - 
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-of Working, 4s wholly in 'bim 5\ Man; nuy, huÞ Satan 


*when he impells us, being omly Gods Jaſtrumiarombivh ihe 
-efes for to make us'Sin. Zibitgtus,” Willet, "Bey; Yeadh 
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_. Sixth. Dialogue, 
J5 24 ABL I am weary of bearing ſuch forcid, 


Blaſphemies; my Heart trembles to hear you ſay, 
that ſuch abominable Tenets may be believed accord- 


ing to-our Rule of Faith and Principles of the Refor-. 


mation: I beſeech you let me;hegr.no more of ſuch 
ftuff:: I conceive very well that Mens Judgments.and 
.Conſcienres are not tg be.conftrain'd to believe or: 9 
Ny, this or that Tenet, becauſe the Pope, . or his Infal- 
ible, torſooth, Church, will have it ſo. 

"Iſaac. And muſt they be conftrain'd to deny or be- 


” _- 


oy, 


J 
| 
- 
E 
a 


r 


lieve, becauſe the faVible Church of Englapd or F rand, F 


will have it ſo? +. - Ki - 
Iſmael. No,.1 do not. ſay they muft, have, Pati- 
-ence, and hear me ſpeak a while: I ſay that Scri- 
-pture muſt be our Rule of Faith,and not any. Pope,or 
Church, or Congregation ; and that we are not to be 
forced by any to believe, but what we underftand to 
'b= true by Scripture ; and that if we Judge by Sctri- 
pture, any Dodtrine to be falſe, and contrary to God 


Word, we muſt not be forced to beleye it ; But s 
| m 


= a —— _ 
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horrid, 
ou ſay, 
accord- 
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muſt not abuſe this Liberty : That we ſhould haye 
Liberty for to believe or deny Supremacy, Figurative 
Preſence, Communion in one or both :'Kinds, and 
ſuck other inferiourTruths controverted among Chri- 
ftians ; and that each Congregation may in ſuch Arti» 
cles, believe as it underftands by-Scripture to be true, 
may paſs.and it's prattiſed in our Reformed Churches; 


- But that we ſhould run ſo far, as to have Liberty by 


our Rule of Faith to- believe or deny the Fundamen- 


tal and Chief 'Articles of Chriſtianity, as the Trinity; 


Incarnation, Divinity of Chrift, &c. That Liberty 
vught not be given : Our Reformation very wiſely 
and pioufly permits the Zutherens to believe one 


thing, the Presbyrerians another, the Proreftents another 


and ſ0of thereft : And all are true Reformed Chil- 
dren, becauſe each of - them believes-as they Jadge 


- by-Scripture to be true : But the Reformation has ne- 


ver given, nor-never will give Liberty "to interpret 
Scripture againſt the fundamental Article 'of 
Chriftianity ; We muſt be moderate, and keep our 
rambling Fancies within Compaſs. and if any ſhould 
judge and interpret Scripture in favour of any ſcanda- 
lous and abominable Teners againſt Chriftianity and 


- good Manners, he muſt be checked and not commend- 


a 


8. Pati- 
at, SCll- 


Pope,or 


ot to bt 
ftand t0 
y Scti- 
to God 
But W 


mul 


ed. : This Moderation the Church of ' Zxgland ufes, 


and will never permit to the contrary, 
Jaac. I perceive a great deal of Popifk Blood ito- 
run in your Veins and that if you and your Church of 
England, were in Power at- the beginning: of our Re- 
formation, we ſhould never have had a- Lnther, Cal- 
win, Beza. or ſuch other noble and renowned© Re» 
formers. By what 1 gather from your diſcourſe, 1do 
not ſee the breadth of an Inch's difference betwixt the 
Church of Rome, and yeu and your Church of Fng- 
land, for the Church of Rome will not ftick to grant, 
that Gods Word alone is her Rule of Faith, but fo 
that none muft believe any ſenſe of it, but as ſhe be- 
N 2 lieyes 
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lieves it, nor Interpret axy Text, but receive her In» 
terpretation of it. The Church of England has Scri- 
Pture for her Rule of Faith,and gives us Liberty for to 
. Interpret, Underftand, and Believe ſome Text of it, 
as each one thinks beft ; and ſo permits Presbyterians 
. todeny Epiſcopacy, Lutherans to deny Figurative Pre- 
ſence, 8c. and confeſſes they are all her Brethren of , 
.the Reformation, but the will give no Liberty at all 


for to Interpret other Texts, but all muſt underftand 


them as ſhe does, or all muſt be Heretick and damn'd 


Men ? No, that Text, My Father and-1 are one, 
muſt be Interpreted to {ignifie the Unity in Nature of 
the Father and Son,as the Church of England believes, 
none-muſt Interpret it otherwiſe:Sothat the difference 
betwixt the Popiſh Church and-that of Znglard, is, 


'F 
6 
Y 
£ 


f 
V 


the firſt gives us no Liberty at all, the ſecond gives _ } 


. us ſome Liberty, the firft robs us of all ; the ſecond 


but the. one half. The Rule of Faith in Popery is 
Scripture, as Interpreted by the Pope and Councils ; 


the Rule of Faith in England as to ſome Articles, is 


Scriptureas Interpreted by the Church of England;and. 
as to other Articles, Scripture as each Perſon of ſound 
p_ underſtands it ; And thus Proteſtants, are: 
ut half Papiſts, and half Reformed, and both theſe 
Ingredients will never make a good compound. 

Let any unbyaG'd and impartial Man Judge it 
the Church of England proceeds juftly in this: For it 
-our Rule of Faith be Scripture,as each Perſon of ſound 
Judgment underſtands it, as ſhe mentions in her 39: 


Articles; andas the whole Reformation believes, if', 


we are not to be conſtrained, to believe any Church 
Council, -or Mans ſenſe of Scripture, if we do not 
Judge by the Word of God it's true, by what Autho 
rity,Rule or Reaſon, can the Church of England give 
me Liberty to underftand and believe ſome Texts as | 
pleaſe, and deay me Liberty for to underftand and 
believe others, as 1 Judge by Scripture they A 
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( 65) 
be underſtood ? IT pray obſerve well this Diſcourſe ; 
here are Luther, Calvin, Beza, Zuinglius, and our 
other firſt Reformers ; they Interpret ſome Texts a- 
gainft the Dorine of Rome, and others againſt the 
Dettrine of the Church of England, They are praiſed 
for the firft,and efteemed Apoſtolical Reformers, be- 
cauſe without any regard of what the Church of Rome: 
faid,they freely taught and believed what they Judged 
by Scripture to be true ; why muſt not they be praiſed' 
and efteemed true Reformers alſo, for not regarding 
what the Church of En92land or any other ſays, but 
teach the impoſſibility of Gods Commandments, the 
fafficiency of Faith alone, and all thoſe other Tenets.. 
which you ſo much miſlike, ſince they Judge by Scri- 
pture, that to be the true Dodrine? Are they bound 
to ſubmit their Judgments tothe Church of England; 
more than to that of Rome ? 

Iſmael. But in thoſe Tenets they do not only con- 
tradift the Church of England, but all Chriftian 
Churches and Congregations ; for all will ſay thoſe 
are wicked and ſcandalous Doftrines. 

Iſaac. And if they Judge by Scripture that thoſe 
Tenets are not ſuch, but ſound and good Doftrine, 
may not they believe them, tho? all the World and ten 
Worlds did gainfay them ? Is not Scripture our Rule 
of Faith,and are we to regard what any Church or all 
Churches ſay, further than we find by Scripture that 
they ſay well? But being theſe Tenets, which you 
call horrid Blaſphemies diſpleaſe you, 1'l] change my 


"diſcourſe ; and becauſe I ſee you are Popiſhly inclin'd, 


I will ſhew you how by the Principles of our Refor- 
mation,you can be as good a Papift as the Pope ; ons 
Principle excepted. wherein you muſt difſent from the 


1 Churchof Kome, if you intend to remain a true Re- 


formed Child. 
Iſmael. You promiſe too much, and more than T 


b! lire to know, 1 don't deſire to have any Communi- 
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cation with the Pope ; I know by the Writings of our 
Authors what kind of Peaft he is. | 
Tſaec. By your favour, you may believe the Popes 


&tors of our Reformation, and our Travellers to the 
Court of Rome give: this Teftimony of them. You 
may alſo believe;that Popes and Cardinals are Knaves 
and Atheifts, who, look on Scripture as a Romance, 
aud deny the Incalation of Chrift, for Calvin ſays 
1 ſo, and wonld never have faid it, if it had not been 


W. lodge you where Honeft Taylor the Quaker was ; nor 


on faggot. 


gregation you are of ; for whereas you are my im- 
mediate Inftcuger, it behoves me to know what Reli- | 
gi0N YOu have. 


Readers will be divided in their judgments of me; if a. | 

Papift reads me, he'll ſwear I am an Atheift ; but I | 

hope he will not pretend to be infallible as his Pope: if | 

a Proteſtant, he'll ſay, Iam a Papift, and that my | 
drift is to caft dirt upon his Church ; the honeft Qua- 
ker will ſay, I ama profane man;others perhaps will 

fay, I am of no Religion, but a Deſpiſer of all; and.our | 

Congregations are ſo uncharitable that likely none will | 

accept of me, becauſe I ſay all Religions are very good: |\ 

a ſad thing that aman muſt be hated for ſpeaking well 

of his Neighbours, and that each one muſt have all ; 
the World to be naught but himſelf : This then is my 
Religion,To ſuffer Perſecution for Juſtice and Truth; 

to render good for evil, to bleſs thoſe who curſe me, - 
and ſpeak well of all Congregations, whilft they ſpeak 
all evil againft me: refle& well upon what I diſcourſed 

| hitherto, and you will find, I amas great a Lover of 

1 4. Inſtyc, 7. Selb. 27. the | 


7 
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are: Worthy, Honeft, and Godly Men : many Do- - ; 


true; But beware not-to ſpeak ſo in Reme, or they'll | 
in Spazn,or they'll top your Mouth with an Inquiſiti- | 


Iſmael. 1 care not what the Pope or Cardinals are ; | 
but I weuld gladly know, what Religion and Con- 


Tjage. As to my Religion, I doubt not but that my: ' 
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the Reforantipr-as they who may think-me its enemy;” 
and read ,my faltoywing, diſcourſe, and you will find F- 
love Popexy as well, aythe. Reformation $. The Spirit: 
of God: makes, no.exceptiqn of Pexſans,., © - 

| T/nael,, You-promiſed.to proyeby the principles of- 


»the'Reformation, that we-may; believe all the Tenets, 


| of Popery, and remain ftill.of, the Reformation ;. how- 


can this be ?: | = 
Iſaac. You remember- I excepted - one Principle 

of Popery, wherein -you muft neceflarily difſent from: 

them; and if you deny-this one Principle,you may be- 


: lieveall their other Tenets;as well as the Pope,and.be- 
' as gooda Child;of theReformation as Luther. 


=—— — __ = 


1/mael. ' What; Principle. js this, which you ſeem to- 
make. the only diftinRive fign of a Reformed, from-ar 
Papilt'? 

Tſazc, Liften a while : a Papift is not a Papiſt be- 
cauſe he believes Purgatory, Tranſubftantiation, In- 
dulgences, and the reftof Popiſh Tenets, but becauſe 
he believes them upon the Teftimony of the Pope and 
Church, becauſe: they aflure him they. are revealed . 
Truths: "Tf a Papift did fay,I delieny Neſs Tonange 
cauſe I myſelfdo jadge by Scripture that they ate re: 
vealed, and not becauſe the Pope and Church fay 
they are, he would, be no Papift, The Papiſft believes - 
theMyftery of the Trinity,the Incarnation andPaſſion: 
of Chrift,the Proteftant belieyes the ſame Myfteries; 
yet the one is a Papift and no Proteftant, the other. j3 a : 
Proteftant and no Papift. And why-? becauſe the Pa- 
Pift believes them upon the Teftrmony of the Pope: 
and Church ; the Proteſtant believes them: upen the ; 
Teftimony of Gods written Word. Believe then whate- 
ever you plaſe of Popery; provided you believe it;.. 
becauſe you judge by Scripture - it's true, and nothe-- 
cauſe the Pope or the' Church fays it ; you'll neves- 
be a Papift but a perfe& Reformed. 

Iſmael, If this diſcourſe be ſolid, you may kedge 
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In all the Articles'&f: Popery into or Reformation; 


Iſaac: If you peruſe the works of oar Reformed 
Dottors. you'll hardly find ariy Article of Popery, but 
has been ju ged by many, or -fome of our beſt Refor- 


med Doftors.to he the true Doftrine of Stripture; and * 


whereas any DoCtrine which any Perſon of ſound Judg- 
ment tindei ſtands by Scripture to be thetrue, may be 
Juftly called the Doctrine of the Reformation; it fol- 
lows that hardly is there any Article of Popery, for 
which we ſee ſo many perſecutions againſt Subjetts, 


and ſuch troubles in our Parliaments, but is truly the | 


Doftrine of the:Reformation. 
Iſmael. Shew me ſome Examples of this, 

' Iſaze. The Veneration of Relicks and Saints dead 
Bones, is —_— believed by us to be meer Popery 
and Superſtition, therefore we made no ftore of Zy- 
ther and Calvins Bones, tho we know them to be as 
great Saints as any inthe Popiſh Church: but Venera- 
tion of Relicks and Saints Bones, is the Dottrine of our 
Reformation; for whatever is tet down and commend- 
ed by our Common Prayer Book, muft be undoubted- 
ly efteemed our Reformed Doftrine and Prattice,and 
our Common Prayer Book,aprinted ſince our Kings 
happy Reftauration,in its Kalendar ſets down a day to 
the Tranſlation of S. Ziward King of Saxons Body in 
the month of Furs, and dedicates another to the 


Tranſlation of the Bodies of $. Martin and Switkin, 


inthe month of Fuſy, FL 

The Veneration and uſe of the ſign of the Croſs, is 
flat Popery in the Judgment of all our Congregations; 
yet any Reformed Child may laudably and'piouſly uſe 
it; whereas our Common Prayer Book in the Admi- 
niftr ation of Baptiſm, commands the' Minifter to uſe 
it,” ſaying; We fign bim with the ſign of- the Croſs, in 
token that beveafter be ſhall nos be aſhamed, 10 confeis 
the Faith of Chriſt crucified, and manfully to fight under 
tis Banner againſt Sin, the World and the Dovil.. And 
= Itt 


OO COP on iO EI EG EO IR. — —— — ——— * (OT STC III > | 


Aw» 7 


A 4 a —_ 


== I © HH” Wo OR OY Fas 


: TH 


ation, (6) 
med in our Kalender, printed fince his Majefties Reftaura. 
y, but tion, it's called the Holy Croſs, 
Cefor- Our Congregations generally believe,it's Popery to 
&: and * keep Holy-days (except the Sabbath day) and Saints 
Judg- - - days; to faſt in Lent, Yigils, commanded, Ember- 
ay be | days, and Fridays ; and all this is recommended to- 
it fol-' us in our Common Prayer Book, and the Minifter is 
y, for commanded, in the Adminiſtration of the Lords Sup-- 
per, to publiſh the Holy-days of the week, and ex 
ly the | hort us to Faſt ; and ſurely,he is not commanded to. 
'. | teach,or exhort us toany thing,but to the Doctrine - 
; of the Reformation: it's true,the Students of our Col--- 
: dead | ledges of Oxfordand Cambridge,are much troubled with 
opery | ſeruples in this point: theſe Pauperes de Lugduno, are.: 
f Iu. - compelled to faft all Fridays throughout the year ; and ? 
| be as | It's not hunger that makes them complain,but tender+-- 
-nera». | neſs of Conſcience, becauſe they fear it's Popery. - 
of our | It's a Popiſh error, we ſay to. believe that Pens+- 
mend- nance; Or our penal works of Faſting; Almſdeeds, or.- 
\bted- | | corperal aufterities, can avail and help for the re=- 


ceand | milſion of our fins, and ſatisfying Gods Juſtice ; No. 
Kings we ſay, penal. works: ſerve for nothing, all is done: 
day to by Repentance ; that's to ſay, by ſorrow. of- heart fog: 


dy in | having offended God. This-is the Doctrine of Danes+- 
o the | w, Wilkt, Funius and Calvin, who ſays Francis, 
Dominick, Bernard, Antony, and the reft of Popiih .. 
| Monks and Fryars,are in Hell for their aufterities and - 
oſs, is penal works for all that, you may very well believe;;. 
| 7» and. it's the Doctrine of the Reformation, - that Pere 


t10ns: 

ly uſe nance and penal works, do avail for the remiſſion of - 
Admi- our fin, and are very profitable to the ſoul ; fer, our 
o uſe | Common Prayer Book in the Commination. again fin- - 


oſs, n | mers, ſays thus, In the Primitive. Church, there was - 
confeſs | & Godly Diſcipline, that at the beginning of Lent, juch - 
t under. \ 4s were notorious ſinners, were put ts open pennance,... 
' end puniſh'd in this World, that their Souls may be ſaveds 
is the day of the Lord. And our Common Prayer Book, .. 
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wifhes that this Diſcipline were reſtored again; and 
ſurely it does not wiſh that Popery were reſtored ; 
therefore it's no Popery to. ſay, that Penance, or 
Penal works, do ſatisfy for our fins in this World, * 
and avail to ſaye us in the other. 

Iſmael, 1 know many of our Congregation miCſ- 
like much our Common-Prayer Book, for theſe Po- 
piſh Tenets ; but what do you ſay of the grand errors 
of Popery ? can a man be a true Child of the Refor- 
mation, and yet believe the Popes Supremacy? deny the 
Kings Supremacy ; believe Tranſubſtantiation and C'om- | 
munion in one kind; are theſe Tenets the Dottrine of | 
the Reformation, or conliftent with its principles? {/ 

1Jazc. The Kings Supremacy is undonbtedly the | 
Doctrine of the Reformation, becaule it's judged by - 
the Church of England to be of Scripture, yet not only | 
the Quakers, Presbyrerfans, Anabaptifts, and other | 

Congregations, judge it's not of Scripture, but as er- } 

roneous a Tenet as that of the Popes ſupremacy ; Cals | 

vin 6. Amos , ſays, They were unadviſed people and 

Blaſphemers, who raiſed King Henry the VII. ſo far | 

as to call him the head of the Church; but alſo that no |} 

Civil Magiſtrate can be the head of any particular | 

Church, is the Dodtrine of the Cemmariators, cent. ſepr.. | 

Pag. Li. of Carimright, Firewms, Kemnitivs, and many | 

others; who. doubts then but that in the Principles | 

and Doctrine of the Reformation, you may deny the | 

Kings Supremacy,tho* the Church of England believes | 

it. The Popes Supremacy is the Doctrine of Popery, ; » 

who doudts it? but it's alſo the Doctrine of the Refor- | 
matiort, for many of our Eminent Doctors haye judg- | 

ed it to be the Noctrine of Scripture, as Whitgift 5 

who cites Calvin, and Muſculus for this opinion ; but ' 

it's needipl we relate ſome of their expreſs words, I ds 
not deny, ſays Luther, (b) bat that the Biſhop of Rome; 
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C71) 
is, has been, and ought to be the firſt of all ; T believe; 
he is above all otber Biſhops, it's not lawful to deny bis + 
Supremacy 3 MelanQhon c. ſays no leſs,.thas the B., of: 
Rome ts above all the Church, thas it 1s bis, office to go-- 
vern, to Fudge in controverſies, to watch over tbe Prieſts, , 
10 keep all Nations in conformity. and unity of Dod#rine : : 
Somaiſtus, d The Pope of Rome has been without con« - 
troverſie the fir} Metropolitan inItaly, end-not only .in 
Italy, zor only in the Weſt, but in all-the World, the 0- - 
ther Metropolitans- bave beep chief. in their reſpe@ive dis - 
ftri#s, but the Pope of Rome has been Metropolitan and * 
primate, not only of [ome particular Droceſs, bus of ab, . 
Grotius e has expreſly the ſame Dottrine, and proves » 
this ſupremacy belongs & the Pope de Fure Divino. I 
pray conſider it theſe Doftors be not men of ſound + 
judgment, and of eminent learning and credit in our © 
Reformation, and if. our Dottrine be Scripture as 3 
ſuch men underftand it, conſider, I ſay, with what-- 
Juftice can this Do&rine he called Popery - more than..« 
Reformed Dodrine. | 
As for Tranſubftantiation. it contains two difficul- - 
ties ; firft, if the Body ot Chrift be really in the Sacra- - 
ment ; and this real preſence, the Lutherans defend 7 


why then ſhould. it be called Popiſh, more-than Re- 
formed Do&arine ? The ſecond-is, if the ſubſtance of: 
Bread be in the Sacrament tagether with Chrifts Bo- 
dy; Lutherans ſay it. is, Papiſts ſay it is not, but that 
there 1s 7 Tranſubftantiation, or change of the whole: 
ſubſtance of Bread, into the Body of Chriſt ; but hear: 
what Zutber f ſays of this that we call PopiſhDottrines 
1 give all perſons liberty to believe in ths point,” mhat 
they pleaſe,” without hazard of their. Salvation; _ 
$57 $98, tbat 
© In Epiſt ad C ard, Belay Epiſc..Parienſ. d InTra@®. Eu. 
har.ad p. Sarmondume e In Aznor. ſuper Novum Teſt am: 
exp. 10. Matth, © [ape alibis.t To. Edits Fonah. 1,- de 
capt. Baby. . | | 


(72) 
that the Bread is in the Sacrament of the Altar, or that 
it s nct; would Luther have given this liberty if 
Tranſubftantiation had not been the Doctrine of the 
Reformation as well as any other? Calving alſo and 
Bezz h affirm, that Lufhers Doctrine of the coexi- 
ſtence of Chrifts Body and the Bread, is more abfurd 
_ than the Popiſh Doctrine of the exiftence of the Body 
alone ; if therefore we be true Reformed. and ſafe- 
ly believe the-Doctrine of Luther, - which is the moſt 
abſurd ; much more will we be of the Reformation; 
by believing that of the Papifts which is leſs. | 
Communion in one kind, is'the Doctrine of the 
Reformation, no leſs than Communion in both ; for 
beſides that Luther ſays, i They Sin not againft Chrift 
who uſe one kind only, ſeeing Chriſt has not command- 
ed to uſe both; and again, & though it were an excellent 
thing to uſe both kinds in the Sacrament ; and Chriſt has 
commanded nothing in this as neceſſary, yet it were 
better to follow peace and unity, than to conteſt about 
the kinds, but alſo Mclan#hon } who in the opinion 
of Luther ſurpaſſes all the Fathers of the Church, ex- 
preſly teaches the ſame Doctrine s and the Church of 
_ England Statute 1. Edward VI. commands, That the 
Sacrament be commonly adminfer'd in both kinds, if 
neceſity does not require otherwiſe; mark, he ſays, but 


| | commonly, and that for ſome neceſſity it may be re- 
| || ceivedin one; laftly,the ſufficiency of one kind in the 


| Sacrament, is plainly ſet down by our Reformed 


|| | Church of France,in her Ecclehaftical Diſcipline. prin- 


ted at Saumur, chap. 12. art. 7. The Miniſter muſt give 
i! ||| rhe Bread in the Supper to them,who cannot drink the Cup, 
ll) ||| provided it be not for contempt. - And the reaſon is be- 

| | cauſe 


| g 4dmonit, 2. ad Weſtph, defenſ, 2. Oxthod. fit. h Lib.de 


cena Domini.i Lib. de capt. Babyl.c. de Euchar. k Fpiſt. 
ad Babemos in declarat. Ench. © in ſerm. de Ench. | In 
Concil. Theol. ad March, Ek#. de uſu utriuſque ſpecies 
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cauſe there are many who cannot endure the tafte of 
Wine ; wherefore it often happens among them, that 
ſome perſons, do take the Bread alone; and truly if 
ſome of our Minifters in England, do not give better 
Wine than they are accuſtomed, who very irreverent- 
ly ſerve that Holy Table with naughty traſh,it's much 
to be feared, that our flock will alſo petition to be diſ- 
penc'd with in the Cup ; becauſe there are ſome of ſo 
delicate Palats, -that they cannot endure the taſte of 
- bad Wine. -Now, you may admire the injuſtice of the 
Papifts in Condemning our Reformed Dod@rine and 
Dottors as Hereticks, whereas thoſe Tenets are be. 
lieved by many of us, as well -as by them ; and the 
groundleſs ſeverity of our Congregations in exclaim- 


-. ing againft that DoArine ; it being the Doftrine of. 


| Congregation, or man of ſound Judgment of our 


the Reformation, whereas ſo many eminent -men of 
our own, judge it to be of Scripture. 

- Iſmael. Whereas I ſee people perſecnted by the 
Church of -Zngland for theſe Tenets, I can hardly be 
perſwaded they are the Dottrine of the Reformation: 
at our next meeting we will purſue this diſcourſe, the 
Bell rings for Morning Prayers, A Dieu. 
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Seventh Dialogue. 


| $ 4 AC, You come from Church, as I gueſs by 


the Common Prayer Book | fee in your hand, I 
pray let me ſee the Kalender of it, if it be 2 1a mode 
nouveVe, which was made by the Church of Zngland, 
fince his Majefties Reftauration. 

Iſmael. Why ? have you met any thing in it, which 
ſhocks you ? 
T/azc. Shock me ? No Dodtrine or praQtice of any 


(74) 


Church can ſhock me; you know, I plead for liberty | 
to believe and pradtiſe as each one judges by Scri- 
Pture to be true and ggod. Butl obſerve in your Kalen- 
dar,you have aday conſecrated to-S. Ayn in the month 
of July ; I would gladly know, what Ann this is, 
which the Church of England: honours ſo much ? 
- Tſmael, It's 4mm, the Mother of the. Virgin Mary. 
Iſa&c; Ist poſſible ? I thought it was Ann Boiein 
the Mother of our Virgin Elizuberb.: Iam ſure;the 
Church of England, -is more.obliged to. Her, than to 
the other; but as you have put here the Mother of the 


Virgin Mevry, why-did not you put in alſo, Elizabeth 


mother: of the great Baptiſt ; and the Angel Gabriel 
as well as: Michael? : 

' Iſmael, 1 know not indeed. | 

Iſaac. Nor do I know, if it be not, becauſe that 
Elizabeth and Gabrie} made the Popiſh 4ve Maria, as 
Scripture relates; but:can-you tell, as.the Church of 
England put in your Kalendar,  S. Gzorge, $- Andrew 
and S. David, Patrons of England, Scotland © aud | 
Wales ; why did not fhe putin S. Patrick Patron of | 
Ireland? _. "4 Op | | 

Iſmae}. I can't tell, What may be the reaſon, think | 
n Iſaac. I know not, jf jt be ngt that he forfeited | 
his place fon po Phra fort fhepybeps were as | 
deep in Popery; as he; (if we believe the Papifts) but | 
the Parliament paſs'd an AQ of Indemnity for Eng- 
land, Scotland and Wales, after the Kings return.to-his! | j 
Kingdoms;and thereby the fin of Popery was forgiven | © 
to their Patrons,and na Aﬀt of Indemnity, was paft for | 
Ireland; whereby: Parick is ſtill guilty.3 if jt be not, | « 
that the Seven Champiaps of Chriſtendow tell us S; Pas | 
erick was S. George his Footman, and -it was not 
thought good manners, to put him in the ſame rank 
with his Mafter. | 

Iſmael. For fhame, if not. for piety, forbear., i 
Can- 
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vertY | cannot endure to ſully Sacred things with profane 
SCfl- Ralleries ; the Kalendar is a holy inſtitution of the 
alen- Church, and ought to be reyerenc'd. 

1onth Iſaac. And (o is Epiſcopacy, Surplices, BeRs, Or- 


us 15, . ', gans, and Corner Caps; yet I hope you will give Pres- 
4 byterians, Anabaptiſis, Quakers, &c, leave to laugh 
Mary. at them , and be till as good Children of the Refor- 
Bokein mation as you : if you efteem them to be Sacred and 
re.the Holy,reverence and honour them,1 commend you fdr 
nanto | jr, if others judge otherwiſe let them follow their hu- 
of the mour ; each one as be. fancies, ſays the-Fellow kifing bis 
rabe rh Cow;this is the holy Liberty of the Reformation;Scri- 
, Pture as each one underftands it. 
I/mael. Let us return to our laft diſcourſe ; how is 
'- it poſſible, that thoſe Tenets of Popery, ſhould be the 
e that Dottrine of the' Reformatien, whereas we ſee the 
144, 258 | Churchof England ſo ſeverely perſecute the Profel- 
urch © ſors of them ? | | 
andrew Iſaac. Do you think a Do&rine is not of the Re» 
d aud | formation, becauſe it's denyed by the Church of Eng- 
ron of | 14:47 or becauſe ſhe perſecutes the Profeffors it ? ds 
.-. } not they perſecute all non-Conformifts, as well as Po-- 
think | ery? perſecution is no proof of a DoQrine tobe bad; 
__  } it's but the effe@ ofa blind zeal armed with power:for 
rfeited | tg know certainly if a Doftrine be of the Reformati> 
were as ' on;you muſt try it by our Teft or Rule of Faith, which 
ifts) but | js the written Word of God, and whatever any man 
Or E98- | of found Judgment, of a fincere and humble heart 
n.to-M8.” , ;udpes to be contained'in Scripture, or an indubitable 
orgiveT | conſequence out of it; that man, may believe that 
pat for | Dodrine, let: all others Judge of itas they lift,and by 
be not; | believing will bea true Child of the Reformation; 
85. P&+ | wherefore =_ that the Church: of France; that of 
vas not | England in Edward the VI's. time, Luther $Melanbon, 
ne rank Grotius, and the other Authors I quoted, do Judge 
, Tranſubſtantiation; Popes. Supremacy, and- Com-- 
ts | munion in. one kind to be the. Doftrine of Scripture 3: | 
n ne 
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we'muſt call it the Doftrine of the Reformation ; and 
if you judge as they did, you may believe the Do- | 
rine and be ſtill of the Reformation, as well as they. 
Iſmael. Can you ſhew me any other Tenet of Po- | 
pery, Which you can call the Dottrine of the Refor- . - 
mation, | 
Iſaac. Alas! you can hardly ſhew meany Tenet of 
Popery, but what is it's Dodrine ; what Doctrine | 
more Popiſh than that of Confeſſion and Abſolution |; | 
from ſins ? yet it's as truly the Dottrine of the Refor- | | 
mation, as figurative Preſence: for not only (a) Lobe- | ; 
chins, b Altamerms, C Sacerius and d Melan@hon ſays, | 
it's 4 Sacrament ; but the Church of England in our | < 
Common Prayer Book, declares that Prieſts have not | , 
only the power of declaring their ſins to be forgiven 7. 
to the Penitents,but alſo the power of forgiving them; | þ 
0 


and ſets down the form of Abſolution , which 
the Minifter is to uſe, Our Lord Feſus Chrift, who left 
power to the Church to abſolue all finners which truly re | 
on, of bis mercy forgive thee and-thine offences ; and | t, 

by bis Authority committed unto me, do abſotve thee |} $ 
from all thy fins : The Miniſter of the Dioceſs of Lin- | tþ 
coln in their Survey. of the Book of Common Prayers, | } 
checkt this Doftrine as Popery.and petitioned ta bave | 11; 
it blotted out; but could not prevail ; whereby we | ar 
are given to. underftand, it's the Doctrine of the | pr 
Reformation. 

It's Popery, we ſay, to call Extream Un&ien,Cone | 1n 
firmation, and. Holy Order of Pricft-hood, Sacra- + 
ments : and who can: juftly deny all this to be the | 


Dodrine of the Refarmation ? for Calvin e ſays, I | - 
confeſs, the Diſciples of Chriſt did uſe Extream Unition | bj 
45 4 Sacrament; 1 am not, ſays he; of the opinion of | - 

thoſe, | fz 
a In Diſput.'Theol, pag. 2301. b In Conciliat, loc, Script. | EB, 
Joco. 191 C. In loci Commun. To 1, de Poteſt. Eccl,d In |} 1, 
Apol. Confeſ. Aug.. art. 13, © lib, pag, 234» Ea | Pl 
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thoſe, who judge it was only # Medicine for corporal #- 
| 3 and Re. Calvin f alſo, and with him our Common 
e Do- | Prayer Book andallour Divines ſay, a Sacrament is 
they. | nothing elſe, but a Viſible gh of the inviſible Grace 
of Po- | we receive by it ;and they ſay with g Pouel, b Hooks 
Refor- - -ey and others, that this definition fits exaQly Confir- 
' mation; wherefore the Minifters of the Dioceſs of 
net of | 7incolne;, checkt the Common Prayer Book, for giv- 
xtrine | ing the Definition of a Sacrament to Confirmation. 
lution | j Melan#hon., k Bilſom, 1 Hooker and m Calvin ex- 
Refor- | preſly teach, that the Order of Priefthood, is a Sa- 
) Lobe- | crament. And when men of ſo eminent Jud of 
pn ſays, | our Reformation teach this to be -the' Do&rine of 
IR OUr | Scripture, who doubts but that it 'is of the Refor- - 
ve not | mation. 
rgiven --- 1fmael. By this, you deftroy the Doarine of the 
; them; | Reformation, of two Sacraments only. 
which I/aac. Deftroy it ? God ferbid: Becauſe the Church 
who left } of England ſays, there are but two Sacraments, I 
raly re | fay it's the Doctrine of the Reformation.thereare but 
s ; and | two, and becauſe ſo many eminent Men judge by 
ve thee } Scripture there are more, I ſay it's the Dottrine of 
of Lin- | the Reformation there are more, that's to fay ſix, 
Prayers, | Baptiſm, Confirmation, Euchariſt, Pennance, Extream 
ta have | Unction and Holy Order : and yery likely our Biſhops 
by We |} and Miniſters, for their Wives ſake, will not ftick to 
the | grant that Matrimony alſo isa Sacrament. 
I/mael, But can you fay, that Prayers to Saints and 
n,Cone | Images, Prayers for. the dead, and Pugatory, are 


, Sacra- 3, wot meer Popety, and in no wiſe the Doctrine of the 
| be the | Reformation ? 
ſays, I | - Iſazc. Without doubt, thoſe Tenets are Popery ; 


r Union | bit all the World knows, the Lutherans uſe _— in 
cner - 
tboſe, | Flib, 4. Tnft. c. 14. ſe. 5. g 1n modeſt, Examin, h In 
7 Serif» | Bed, Polit. 1. 5.ſeF,66, i In locis Commun.tit.de Nume- 
ccl,d In | 10. Szeram. k In perpet. Regim. pag. 109. | In Eccl, 
4+ E. 1a \ Polit, 1ib, 6. ſe. 77. m Lib. 4. Inft. c. 29. 
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their Churches and pray before them ; and the Holy. 
Synod. of Charenton: has declared, as was ſaid in our 
firft Dialogue, that the. Lutherans have nothing of Su-. 
perſtition: or Idglatry:in their manner of Diyine. Worr 


ſhip.; this is alſothe:Deftring'n of Ferobus, Andreas, 
0 Brachmanm -- p, Kemaitim,.. Luther: and. Brentiia.. 
quoted. by Bez4z gand why ſhould not. a Dottrine F 


Judged by ſuch.emyaent:Men to, be. of-Scripture,. be- 
called ; the: DoQrine-of, the, Reformation ? - Prayers - 
for. the dead and Purgatory, is Popery confeſledly ; | 
but alas.! it. is taught expreſly by, Urbans, Regius,; 
r Pucer,, ſ' Zuinglias, + Melanthon, u Luther, x. the, 
Common-Prayer Book in King Edward's time. printed, 
1549. and many;others of our learned Doctors, and ; 
what can you call more properly the Dodrine 68; 


the Doctrine of Scripture ? And tho our Brethren, 
Ouakers,- Anebaptiſts, Preshyterians and Proteſtants 
Judge Prayers to Angels and Saints to be nothing elſe 
but Popery : yet. our Common-Prayer Book has the } 
ſame Collect or Prayer:to Angels in S. MicbaePs day, 
that the Popiſh Maſs Beok has, and defires that the. 
Angels may ſuccour:and defend us onearth ; and Prayers , 


the Reformation, than what ſuch Men teach to be & 
C 
C 
: 


to, and Interceſſon of Saints is taught by Luther,y Bil 
neus and Latimer ems by Fox, + and conſequently 
it's the Doarine of the Refarmation. 

Iſmael. 1f all theſe Popiſh Articles may- be ſafely: 
believed by the Reformation, and be the Dodrine of 


our Reformed Church, as well as of Popery ; what |. 
ditference then betwixt us and Popery ; or why are: 


we calld aReformation of Popery,or why did we (epa- 
rate from them ? | Iſaac. 
n Epit.Colldq. Montisbel.o In Centur. E xercit.Theol. page 
270.P Exampar.4.9 In reſponſ.ad aa Colloq. Montisbel. 

/ r In.locis Commun.c, 18.9 19.1 In- 
u In Apolog.Confeſs. Aug.x T91.Wittem,in reſol.de Indul. 
concl. 15.y Epiſt.ad Spalat.z Ats & Mon.p48.462.9312. 
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Jazc. T have told you already, that out difference 
from Popery, is not, becauſe we muſt- deny. what 
they believe, for we believe as wellas they the Qnity 
and Trinity of God, the Incarnation of :his Son, ©c.. 
but in this, that the Papiſts believe; becauſe the Pope, 
and Church ſays, this istrue revealed Doctrine, but . 
we believe not becauſe any Church, Pope; or-Doctor . 
ſays ſo, but becauſe we our fetves judge by Scripture 
it is ſo ; for if a Papiſt did ſay, I do nos believe this # 4. 
revealed Truth, becauſe the Pope and Church ſays it -is, 
but becauſe 1 find by Scripture it is; he would be ne Pa- 
piſt ; believe then whatever Doctrine you will, either . 
Popery, Fudaiſm, Proteſt ancy , Avianiſm, or what elſe: 
you pleaſe, provided you judge by Scripture it 18 true, 
and that you believe it,not becauſe this or that 
Church, Congregation, orDoctors believe it, but be- 
cauſe your ſelt judges ft to be true,yeu'l be a truechild 
of the Reformation: And this is the reaſon why we 
are called a Reformation, and why we ſeparated trom 
them, becauſe they would have us take for our Rule 
of Faith Scripture as interpreted by them, and be- 
lieve not what we judge to. be the Doctrine of Scri- 
pture, but what they judge 3 and this. is alſo the 
Reaſon why Presbyterians are jealous with the Church 
of England; why Anabaptiſts forſake Presbyterians 3 
why theſe are forſaken. by Quakers, becauſe each one 
would have the World judge as they do, and perſe- 
cute and trouble one another, which is quite againft 
the Spirit of the Reformation, for whereas our Rule 
vf Faith is no Church, Congregation, or Man, but 
«ripture as each one underftands it; it follows that by 
our principles every one muſt be permitted to believe 
whatever he pleaſes, and by ſo doing, he will bea 
true Child of the Reformation. 
Iſmael. The Church of Englend, nor any of our 
Congregations, will never believe any of thoſe Popith 
| Tenets, 
Tſaae. 
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Tſar, The time may come that they may believe 
them all, and be till as good Reformers as now they 
are ? Forif the Pope and his Church ſhould to mor- 
Tow deny and excommunicate thoſe Tenets, which 


now they ſo ſtedfaſtly believe, (and I hope they will _ 


ſome day,) then it would bea pious and vi:tuous acti» 
on inallReformed Children, to believe them all, as 
much as now they deny them : And let us pretend 
what other reaſons we pleaſe, bur it's very certain 
that the ftrongeft reaſon we can have to deny thoſe 
Articles, is becauſe the Pope and his Church believes 
them, and conſequently, if the Popiſh Church would 
but deny them, we might and ought to believe them, 
you will think this a Paradox ; but liſten to our Apo- 
ftolical and Divine Zuther: (a) If « g-nerat Council, lays 
he, did permit Prieſisto marry, it would be a ſingular 
mark of Piety, and fign of Godlineſs, in that caſe to take 
Concubines, rather than to marry in conformity to the 
Deoree of the Council, Iwould in that caſe command 
Prieſts not to marry under pain of damnation. And a- 
gain he ſays; b1f the Council ſhould Decree Commu- 
ion in both kinds ; in contempt of the Council, 1 would 
take one only. kind or none. See theſe words of Luther, 
quoted by our learned HZoſpinian, cand Fewel, 4 and 
ſee it's not only my Doctrine but of great Luther, that 
in caſe the Pope and Council deny all the Tenets they 
now believe:we may,and it will be a pious godly acti- 
on to believe them, and make as many Acts of Parli- 
ament for them, as now we have againft them. But 


- what's the matter ? Methinks you become pale,ſome- 


thing troubles you ſpeak, what is it? 

Iſmael. It's the horror 1 conceive againft your dif- 
courſe, my countenance cannot be in a calm, when 
my mind is in ſuch a ſtorm and confuſion ; purſue no 

more, 
a To.2. Germ. f61. 214. b De formuls Miſa © To 3. 
Germ, c In Hiſtor. Sacram. par. 2. fol. 13.d In replic. ad 
Hardingum, 
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more, you ſaid enough that I ſhould :curſe the day 

I have ever feen you, or heard that which you. call 
Holy Liberty,which is but a'proftitution of Conſciences 
a profanation of all that is ſacred, and an open gap to 
all impiety in Doctrine and Manners : But I hope the 


-, Lord has given me that profound refpect andattach to 


our Holy Reformation, that I ſhall not be beaten from 


it by all your engines, able to inſpire a co ptaud 
hatred of it to any weak Brother, for I, live 


W 

a moment in it, if ſuch impious Tenets, banda. 
lous and blaſphemous Doctrines were of it, or were 
unavoidable ſequels out of its principles: No,.. no 
the principles of the Reformed Church are ſaund and 
Orthodox, and no Doctrine can follow from them, 
but what's pure and true, | "WT _ 

Ifaxc.Let me tell youl have as tendera love for the 
Reformation as yon: And I will maintain the Holy 
Liberty I afſert, cannot juſtly be called a proftitution 
of Conſciences ; fer, you dare not deny but this is 
an Orthodox and ſound principle, that ourRule of 
Faith is Scripture as each perſon of ſound Judgment 
underſtands it 3 that it is lawful for. each perſon of 
ſound Judgment toread it,., to give his Judgment of 
the true ſenſe of it, and to believe and hold that ſenſe 
of-it, which he thinks in his Conſcience to be true ; is 
there any proſtitution of Conſciences in this Doctrine? 
Or is it.not the Doctrine of our Refqrmation 2: 

I/mael. All this is true, the proſtitution of Conſci- 
ences lyes not there,but ih the ſcandalous and blaſphe- 
you pretend. that follow out of 


_ Tſaac. But you wrong the. Reformation in calljr, 

ſuch Tenets blaſphemies and ſcandals : For fince our 
Rule ofFaith is Scripture as each perſon of ſoundJudg- 
ment underftands it; ifthis Rule of Faith be good and 
ound, if it be Religions and Holy, any Doctrine that 
8conformable to this Rule, muft be good, ous, 
reli= - 
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\religions and holy -3 this being our Rule of Faith and 

Manners, it's clearer'than-day-light, that all and each 
other Tenet whichT tchearſed inall my former diſcour: 


" ſes,are.confortnable to onr Rule of Faithsfor our Rule | 


" is Scripture as each Man of ſound Fudgmest underſtands 
' it. Our 'Dottrine therefore muſt be, what any Per- 
' ſon of ?ſound Pudgment underſtands to be the DofRrine of 
' Seripture: This is art evident ſequel out of that:Prin- 


| 
| 


ciple, :Qnd whereas thete*is not one Tenet of all thoſe | 


"which rchearfed, whether they concern Dotrine or 
"Manners; butwas Judged:by the Dofors, which I 
"cited for it, to be the Dottrine of Scripture ; it fol- 
tows unavoidahly;that there is not-one Tenet of them 
'but is the Doarine of the Reformation :- Therefore 
you muſt be forced to either of theſe twozeither to ſay 


that our Rule of Faith; by which ſuch Dottrines are!--. 


warranted, is' naught, - wicked and ſcandalons, and 
'Jeads to a proftitution of Conſtiences and: Manners;or 
that 'afl thoſe Tenets, are {go0d, ſound, pious, and 
"Ho proftitttien'or corruption of our Confciences: For, 
-Pick and chuſe out the Do&rine which you think to bs 
the moſt wicked and ſcandalous of all:thoſe I rehearſed; 
you cannot deriy,but that-it was taught by the Author 
'T quoted' for it and Tudged by him,'to be the DoQrine 
'of Scripture. And if no' Door hitherto had believed 
it, you or I, or ſome other Perſon of ſound Judgment, 
may Judge it to be the Dottrine of Scripture ; Either 

of both, then you muſt be conſtrained to grant. Or 
" that theDodtrine of the Reformation, is not what| 
eathTerſon of-ſound Judgment underſtands to be to 


Dedtrine and Senſe of Scripture, which is as' much aÞ- 
* to fay, : that: our Rule of Faith muft nothe Scripture] 
8s we underſtand it, but that we muſt believe again . 
Qur own Judgment: and Conſcience, what others ſay} - 
is the Dottrine and Senſe of Scripture: Or you muſt 
grant that all andeach of thoſe Tenets I rehearſed, is 
the Doctrine of the Reformation, tho: you, or this, 


och F 


(:83 
k and  - or that Man may Jullge'thein/to be Mlaſphemics and 
| each -[caindals.':- . {934 DO TVORG * 3G Lf © + 


COUT» | 13! Jfppze1; "1 %onfels onr Rate of Faith in the Refor - 
r Rule | -wration is Sctiptiire aseath' Perſon vnderfignds it; for 
ſtands | -{f our reformed Chirches, *with the'Church of Eng- 
y Per*  * Tand,itrher'39' Artides , do give usthis Rule of Faith. 
rine of | ?Tconfeſs-conſequently out © yon that we 


\Prin- | myft got believe what DoRtrige gr Senſe of ripture 
1 thoſe | %thers'Ju 6 be THhe an Hhaav we do not 
rine 07 | "6urfelves Judge it to be ſiith, for we mult ot be for- 
phich | | "e#4 to belfeve, againft oor Judgmerits LRIyT corifels 
it fol þ ve may ſafely believe, ' whatſoever \Dofrihe'we ſe 
f them | . ouſly Judge tobe the Doctrine of Scriptare,but pro- 
erefore | _ yided, that ſucha Tenet of Doctrine be not plainly 
r to lay | - apainft Scripture, art4be'not Plitin and downright ith- 
nes ar©*-*- pet and” lafph f Ei f 095, 24h k OO Gall _ 
us, and | #Þ ofg And fiat yo br the Church'of *En#lend, 
1ner50t | "Rome; France, 'or Germdry, Judge #'Dottrine-to 
us, 2nd | * be blaſphemous arid aginft Scriptuire;ari Luther, 
ces: FOr, | or Calvin; or 'T, or another, ' Judge' it 1s good Do- 
nk toÞv | -Qrine and. conformable to Scripture, to which Judg- 
thearſes; | - nent muft'1ftand ? Miſt Thelieve youts'againit my 
: Authot | | Egnſcience and Knowledge? Or miſt not F believe 
DoUrine | --1own ? 18 it not the Pritciple and practice! of our 
believed | -xeformati6n, that muſt believe what T judge in my 
dgmett, | conſcienceto be Scripture, and not whit others judge, 
> ; Eitht | if they judge the contrary ? When: Luther began the 
rant. Or Reformation, did not almoſt all Chriftians and the 
ot what | whole Chutch believe Purgatory and Prayers to Saints 
to be thy gethe'Dotrine of Scripture ? And did not he very 
s' MUM U] com mendably deny It" againft"them' all,” becauſe he 
Scripuure} "1 agetby Sctiptureit'was'not? Will a Pretbyteriun 
ve again Jurgen Epiſtopacy, becauſe the Church* of England 
others {ay ays it's the Doctrine of Scripture ? No, but deny-i6 
you MU" hecauſe himſelf Judges it isnot. ey 
hearſed, Iſmael, It's trae, "each one” may” lawfully beheve | 
u, Or mm what bicaſelf Fudges'to be theDoctrine of Scripture, = 
( - pig” | 
— _ 
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: Provided he be a Godly-well intentioned-Man, humble 
and meek in ſpirit ; provided ſecbndly, that what.he 


_ underſtands: to:bethe, ſenſe and, Doctrine of Scripture, | 


. benot abſurdand impious in the Judgment. of all the 

_ reſt of the Faithful: : For let a man be ever ſo learn- 
ed and Godly; if he gives an Interpretation of : Scri-> 
Pture which is denied by all the Church, he muſt not 
be followed. 170 333K Z IT 5 $2 41 

- Jaz, Your firſt, Proviſo.is-very good, and I he 

. you. will meet no Doctor. of: all-thoſe I quoted, for 

- thoſe Tenets,which you call Rly/phemies,who was not 


[ 


| 


a learned, godly, humble, and well integtioned Man, ! 


.-who will be ſo bold. as todeny it of. Luther, Calvir, 


Beza, Zuinglins, &c.? Your ſecond Proviſo is not Juſt, | 


. and in it you overthrow. the whole Reformation, and 
our Rule of Faith; for this being as you granted, Scri- 

+ptureaseach perſon of. rol pA. underftands 

, It 3- whatever . Interpretation-- or ſenſe any man of 


ſound Judgement underſtands to be of Scripture, he | 


_ may (ately and piouſly. believe it, tho! all the reft of 


the World ſhould judge it to be impious and blaſphe. 
mous, otherwiſe our Rule of-Faith, muſt not be Scri- 
' Þture as we underftagd.it, but as it is  underftoad 
| by others: And whereas no Tenet of all thoſe T.re- 
- hearſed; but was judged to be the ſenſeand Doctrine 
of Scripture,by ſome of thoſe eminent Dactors I quo- 
ted, it follows. they might, have ſafely believed them ; 
and if you or I Judge as they did, we may alſo believe 


{ 
| 
{ 
l 
t 


C 
| 


as they did,and be Rilſ of the Reformation, _ . _ , | 


1» Iſmael. It's wigked and pernicious. to ſay any TA fo 
be 


.; ticular perſon may helieve his own private ſenſe & in- 
 terpretation of Scripture, if ithe Judged by all ocheys 


n 
kc 
E 
Pi 


3 | oy 


to be, naught.; and therefore the Church of England 
prudently and wiſely. puts a ſtop and bridle to the ex- 
travagant and ramvling imaginations of particular per- 
- ſons; they, muſt confarm themſetves, and. believe” but 
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Tac: Pray, Sir, fince when is.it commendable to 
conftrain Mens Judgments to believe, not what each 
one thinks beſt, but what the Church thinks may be 
ffely believed, was this Commendahe in the he- 

of our Reformation, when gar Bleſſed Re- 


the Church then eftabliſh'd?If it was,then the Church 
if Roeme.is to be commended, for perſecuting and ex- 
comm unicating our firftReformers; and if this was 
not, nor is not commendable in the Church of Rome, 
why is it commendable) in the Church of Eng- 


England is guilty, and. for which all our Congregati- 
ons are jealous of her: Be it known to you, our other 
Congregations, Lutherans, Caluinitls, Anchaptifts, 
®c. are as truly and Godly Children of the Reforma» 
tion as the Church of England; and they will nat 
ſubmit to that Popiſh Tyranny, nor ſuffer any curbtq 


be but Scripture, and each one to nnderftand, and 
believe it, as he thinks beft in the Lord. 
- Jſmael, IT confeſs other Congregations will admit 
no ſuch Curb, nor bridle to their Judgments, but fol- 
tow Scripture as they underſtand it; but the Churchaf 
Englazd has a revenent regard for the Senſe and Inters 
pretation of it given by Primitive Ages, Fathers and 
Councils, and that we prefer before the private-Intew - 
pretations of particular Perſons, | 
Iſaac. And juft ſo faith the Popiſh 'Church:ts i» 
aber and our firft bleſſed Reformers, and if that: had 
been welt done;we ſhould have had neither Proteftans 
oy nor any other Reformation. :: But! you: confeſs at 
teaft, that the'Rule of Faithin allother 'Cangrega» 
tions, is but Scripture, as each Perſon underſtands it, 
and each Perſon may conſequently believe: his own 
ſence of it, and deny the ſence of any other ifhe does 
not like it; Then yor.muft canfes, .that in all othes 
'Y 


Cong#® 
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£, Lheir own private Sence and Juterpretation of 


( 83) 
Congregations, except the Church of England, any 
Reformed Child may believe any Seriſe and Dottrine, 
which any Perſon of ſound- Judgment judges:'to be 
Scripture, if himſelf likes it, though all the reft of the 
World may think it naught ; and whereas you'cannot 
deny, but that all and each dofor quoted by me for 
thoſe Tenets, which you call Blaſphemies , were 
ſound and able Judgments 3 you mutt confeſs that it 
is a neceflary. Sequel out of their Rule of Faith,:that 
in all other Congregations they may pioufly and ſafe- 
ly believe alt thoſe Tenets, and be ftill true Children 
of [the Reformation. | | | | 

Iſmael. 1 confeſs, if they ſpeak coherently and ftand 
to their Principles, they may believe them fafely;but 
as I hate thoſe Blaſphemous Tenets, I abhor and de- 
teft alſothat Principle-and Rule of. Faith. of other 
Congregations, ' from which ſuch Tenets are una- 
voidable Sequels. 

Iſaze, Good Tfmae}, you forget what you have 
hitherto all aleng avowed, and you are quite aſtray 
from the -doftrine of the Reformation. You have 
often granted me, that our Rule of Faith 'is Scri- 
Pture, not as this or that Congregation, Dottor, 
or Church,. but as each Perſon of ſound Judgment 
underftands it ; and now you tell me you hate and 
deteft that Rule, becauſe that out of it, there fol- 
low ftrange and Blaſphemous Tenets ? . You ſay, 
the Sence and Interpretation of the Primitive Ages, 
Church and Fathers muft be preferred before the In- 
terpretation of any private Perſon or Congregation, 7 
and what think you of our whole Reformation, 
and particularly of our. 39 Articles of the Church 
of England, which allow no other Rule of Faith, but 
Scripture as each Perſon of ſound Fudgment under- 
$ands it ? What ſay you of Luther, Calvin, Bez4, and 
the reſt of our firft Reformers, who —_ 
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(83) 
pture, before that of the whole Church ? 'Whatf fay 
you to the Presbyterians, who prefer their own 
Senſe and Interpretation of the Bible, before that: 
of the Church of England ? What ſay you of ath 
the Congregations of the Reformed ' Church, each 
one of which, holds its ſenfe and Doftrine of Scri- 
pture, different 'from all the reſt? I -grant, there: 
ought to be a reſpe& for the Fudgment and In-- 
terpretation of the Text, given by the Primitive: 
Church and Fathers; but if a Dotor, or Man 
of ſound Judgment, repleniſht with Gods Spirit,. 
reads : Scripture with an humble Heart, and pure: 
Intention, and Judges by it, that Bigamy is law- 
ful ; that there:is no Myftery of three Perſons in 
one Divine Nature ; that Chrift deſpaired on the: 


- Croſs, &. Tho theſe Dottriges be quite againft 


the Judgment of Fathers, Church, and Councils,. 
be may believe them, and be ftill a true Reformed 
Child, becauſe he follows our Rule of Faith ; and: 
if {he muſt deny theſe Articles, becauſe others decry 
them ; then he muſt go againſt his own Judgment and 
Conſcience, for to conform himſelf to them, and 
his Rule of Faith muſt not be Scripture as each Man 
of ſound Judgment underſtands it ; but as the primi- 
tive Ages, Church, and Councils underftand it ;: 
and this is Popery. 

Iſmael. Prethee, Friend Jſaac, let's give over © 
All that your diſcourſe drives at, by what 1 can 
perceive, is either to beat me from the Reforma-- 
tion, by ſhewing me the abſurdity of its Rule of 
Faith; or oblige me to believe ſcandalons and 
blaſphemous Tenets , neceſſary ſequels out of that* 
Rule: 1 am a Child of the Reformation, and: 
never will be otherwiſe. 

Iſaxc. The Lord, who is the Searcher of Hearts. 
knows, you miſconfter my intentions: How can 
you ſay I intend to beat you from the Reforma-- 
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" footfteps of Luther, Catvin, and our firſt Refor- 


(94) 
tion ? do not'IT inſift and perſwade' you” to ftick 
faft to its Rule of Faith, and acknowledge no 
other but Scripture, as you underſtand it ? How 
can you ſay, I oblige you to believe falſe and 
ſcandalous Tencts? 'To the contrary, I adviſe 
you not to believe them, if you judge jby Scrt» 
ptnre they are&falfe and ſcandalous ; What my dif 
courſe urives at it, that you ſhould not cenſure , 
blame, or call any Doftrine blaſphemous, ſcan- 
dalons, falſe, er heretical, (Popery excepted, 
for, though you Judge by Scripture it is not true; 
another wilt Judge it to bethe true Senſe and 
Doctrine of the Text; and if he does, ,he may 
with a ſafe Conſcience believe it, and ought not 
to be blamed by you or any other for believing 
it ; if you do not like that Dottrine, do not be- 
lieve it ; bat let the other believe as he Judges 
by Scripture he may, and let every tub ſtand on its 
own bottom. 

Iſmael. Once more I befeech you give oves 3 
I will not diſcourſe any more with you, 

Hazc. Nay, Dear Jſmael, 1 fee you are troubled, 
and I will not leave you in that perplexity : Be 
pleaſed to liſten to three points I will propoſe un- 
to you, and you'll not mils to find fatisfattion in 
either of them. 

Iſmael. Let's hear them, | 

Haac. Will you believe Scripture, as it is Inter- 
preted, and in that ſenſe which the Church,Councils, 
and Fathers propound unto you ? 

Iſmael. T will not be obliged to that, for I may 
Tudge by Scripture that Senſe and Interpretation of it, 
to be falſe and erroneous, and I will not be obliged 
to believe any thing againft my Judgment and Con-. 
ſcience 3 that is Popery. 

Jaxc. That's well, in ſo much you follow the 
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' mers, who would not believe what the Church” Ke” 


lieyed in their time, nor regarded not what the Pag:- 
piſts alledged out of the Councils and Fathers again ,, 
them, becauſe they held themielves obliged to believ _. 
Scripture as they underftood it, and not as it wasun_. 


, derftood by others : Will you then believe Scrif 


pture in that ſenſe and interpretation which your ſel _ 
judges to be true, though the Church, Councils, . | 
and all other Congregations judge it. to be falſe- 
and erroneous, and give the like liberty to. all o-- 
thers ? 

Iſmael, That's dangerous; for it would fellow: 
that any. man might believe without check or blame, , 
the greateſt blaſphemies imaginable, if. he Judges them z 
to be the fenſe of the Text. 

Iſaac. Why then, ſince that the firft does not-pleaſe - 
you, for fear of conftraining your Judgment Papiſt. - |. 
like ; and the ſecond diſpleaſes you, for the ſcope it- 
gives for to believe any thing,. or nothing; your beft- 
way will be tolay Scripture afide, whereas Chrift has - 
forgot, or negle&ed to appoint us ſome afſured- 
means for to know what ſenſe of it he. would have-: 
us believe, 

.. 'Jmael, And what Religion ſhall I profeſs if:-I lay: 
Scripture afide ? 

Haze. The fame which now you have by Scripture 3 : 
that's to ſay, whatever you Judge to be the true Wor-. 
ſhip of Gad : Be ſure to profeſs a reverence. for Scri- - 
Pture, and ſeem to believe it's the Word of God. leaſt : 


 You-may ſcandalize weak Brethren; pretend always-. 
| that your ſentiments are grounded upon the Text.but - 


betwixt you and God, believe whatever you think to -. 
be true. worſhip God as you Judge he is to be wor--. 
ſhip'd,and that's the way to live in peace: Do you think: 
but that thoſe Noble Spirits which they call the Wits 
ef England, have a good Religion ?-1n publick they.- 
ſpeak reverently of the Bible; but we-knuw what they.- 
| L733 have 


MO 
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have,and do declare in their-private difcourſes,that it 


1s but a-Romance,or meer fittion:; Do you think but that 
there was a Religion in Englandbeforeitſaw Gregory's 


Emiſaries, Auſtin and his Monks ?- What need there- 


fore of a Bible for to have Religion ? Were not the 
Swinfeldians a religious Congregation, and of the Re- _ 


formation too, yet they cared not for Scripture, but 
grounded their belief upon Gods inſpiration and in- 
ward ſpeech to the heart ? 

Iſmael, If 1 were not well acquainted with you, 


and had not very convincing proofs, and ſignal 


teſtimonies of your piety, ſolid Religiolity, and Chri- 
ftianity, 1 would Judge you by this laſt piece of your 
diſcourſe, to be an impious Atheiſt or Pagan: and I 
wonder that fo good a Chriftian,as I know.you to be, 


ſhould ſpeak fo irreverently of the Bible,and ſo much _ 


in commendation of Paganiſm as you do :. There was 


-indeed a Religion in Eng/and before they knew what 


Scripture was; but that Religion was Paganiſm , 
which Auſtin and his Companions happily banifht 
from our Land. | | 

Tazc.. Happily ? do you call an exchange of Paga- 
niſm for Popery (introduced by Auſtin) a Happineſs? 
1s it not ry believed- in. our Reformation, 
and moſt ſtrongly proved of late, by that incompa- 
rable Wit and Pen-man, Dottor S::Uing fleer,: that 
Popery has as much of Idolatry as Paganiſm : .our 
Land therefore had in Paganiſm as goed a. Religion, 
as it received by Au/tinin Popery ; Does not this our 


noble Champion, and moſt of the Scribes. of :the .| 


Church of Ergland teach, That Popery is a ſaving Re» 
ligion, that we may be ſaved in the Church of Rome ? 
if Popery (notwithſtanding it be Idolatry;as they ſay) 
be a ſaving Religion, how can they deny but that. Pa- 
ganiſm isalſoa ſaving Religion ? what need had. our 
Forefathers therefore to abandon Paganiſm ? why was 
it nat left in the land ? x, 
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Iſmael. Whatever may be ſaid of Popery, it can- 
not be denyed, but that ChriS7axity is better than Pa- - 
ganiſm: the expulſion therefore of Paganiſm by Auſtin, 
was a Happineb, becauſe by it Chriſtianity was intto- 
duced, and eftablifht in our Kingdom. 

Iſaac, Alas, Iſmael | if England had been as well 
informed of the merit of Paganiſm, when firft Chr. 
ftianity was preached, it had never exchanged the one 
for the other. Br 

Iſmael. What, not Paganiſm, which adored a 
Multitude of Gods, for Chriſtianity which adores but 
one ?. Not Paganiſm, which adored Fupiter, Saturn, 
Venus, &c, who were Devils and Evil Spirits ; or 
wicked Men, who cauſed themſelves to be adored,for 

Chriſtianity, which adores the only true,immortal and 
eternal Deity ? | 

Jſaac. You ſpeak with the Vulgar ſort, and be- 
lieve as you have beer inftrutted by your Anceftors : 

I confefs, the Apoſtles, and Ancient Dottors of Chri- 
#ianity. do teach, - that the Gods of the Gentiles were 
Devilsor Evil Spirits ; I confeſs alfo; allthe Chriftian 
World ſince the firft preaching of the Goſpel, was 
ſo perſwaded, grounded upon Scripture, which: -in 
ſeveral-places ſays,zhe Gods of the Gentiles, werg Devils, 
grounded upon-the Dottrive of the APHENBk their 
Succeflors the Fathers of the Church, andiyghe-World 
being perſwaded by the Apoſtles, by the Doctors, Fa- 
thers, and Preachers of Chriſtianity, that the Gods 
which the Pagans adered.were but Devils, which by 


</orceries, and maryelJous ;works deceived manking, 


and made themſelves to be adored as Gods, © all men 
.were aſhamed:to adore but Devils, forſook Paganiim 
and embraced-Chriftianity.-: And all was but a meer 
- Policy of Popery, to caſt ſo much dirt and calumny 
. upon Paganiſm, and make its Gods but Devils for to 
introduce andeftabliſh Chriſtianity ; Door Strilling- 
fleet in his Charge of 1dclasry againſt the Church of Rome 
E ] 4 Pag 
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pag. 49. and'41. fays plainly, That the Pagans are 
charged with more than they were guilty of ; pag» 7. ſays 
that Fupizer adored by the Pagans ; was ſo far from 
being an Arch-devil, in the opinion of $. Paul, that 
he was the true God, Bleſſed for ever more : that the 
Pagans adored but one ſupream and Omnipotent God 
which they called Fuptrer, and which they did believe 
to be neither a Devil, nor a Man, but a true, and 
the firſt and chiefeft of the Gods; and that the reft of 
the Gods,which they adored, they leoked upon them 
as upon Inferiour Deities, and gave them no other 
adoration, but ſuch as the Papiſts give to their 
Saints. 

If therefore the Pagans adored the true God under 
the name of Fupiter,and. the other Gods but as inferi- 
or Deities, as the Papifts do their Saints 3. was it not 
unjuftly done by the Ancient Fathers and Teachers of 
Chriftianity, to have impoſed upon the World, and 
made us believe the Pagans adored but Devils and 
Evil Spirits ? Have not the Pagans Right and Juffice 


bs "Sa 


on their ſide, for to plead before our Wiſe and Reli- 


gious Parliament, that Paganiſm may be reſtored, or 
at leaft tolerated,. and Fupiter, with the reft of the 
Gods, tnay be adored, as formerly they were ? firſt 
becauſe . —_— is no more Idolatry than Popery, as 
DoQor®#iVigfieer, Maſter Burner, and other Re- 
formed writers prove convincingly ; ſecondly, be- 
cauſe thit Paganiſm haying been baniſh*d out of our 
Land upon the falſe Information of our firſt 


an 
Teachers, that it was an Adoration of Devils, or«/@r. 


Evil Spirits, atid wicked debaucht men, who by 
counterfeited Wonders, and Cheats, gained the peo-. 
ples Adoration ; fince that Doftor Stifingflcet, Mr. 
Burnet, and other Reformed Writers, will make \it 
out, that the Pagans adored no Devils, but- One, 
rue, Omnipotent, ſupreme God, bleſſed for evermore, 
which they called Fupirer, and the reft of the Gods-as 
mls 
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are | jaferior Deities; ns Papifts dotheir Saints, auiy 
ays prove that the Pagans were charged by the firft D. 
70m | Doftors of Chriſtianity,and by alour Anceſtors with 
that more than they were guilty of ; why ſhould not Pa- 
the iſm be reſtored again to the Land, and heard to 
God . ' ipeak for its elf, and Dr. StsVingfieet and his zealous 
eve | companions be licenc'd to plead for them, and” for 
and ' holy Fupiter,ſo foully miſrepreſented by Antiquity, as 
| of to be believed an Arch-Devil, whotn Dr. Stillingfleet 
hem will proye to have been, a tre God bleſſed for ever 
ther | more? 
their Iſmael. The more diſcourſe with you, the more 
I am perplexed in mind; Ibid youadieu, and do 
nder confeſs I carry with me from your diſcourſe a diſlike 
aferi- | of what I have been hitherto, an unſettlement in my 
t not _i_perſwafion, and a compafhon of the poor Pagans, 
rs of \ ſo unjuftly banifh'd from our Nation, if what Door 
, and | Stillingfleet ſays, be true, he is alearned, Religious, 
3 and | and diligent ſearcher into Scripture 3 the Ancient 
aftice | D. Drs, and Fathers of the Church reading, Scrip 
Rell- . judged and taught, that Fupiter was a Devil, as wel 
ed, Or as the reft of the Gods which the Gentiles adored;Dr. 
of the | Stillingfleetand other Reformed D.Drs. reading Scri- 
? firſt [Pture, Judge he was no Devil, but the true God blef- 
Ty, as |ſed for evermore 3 any Child of the Reformation may 
Tr RE- |helieveeither of both, and put Fupitey into our Lita- 
7, be |nies, as well as JE SU S Chrift, Jand offer Sacrifice 
f our |to him as formerly our Anceftors did ; for whatever 
* firſt: [any man of ſound Judgment judges to be the Do- 
Is, OF<Atrine of Scripture, may be ſafely believed, and igfthe 
ho by [Dodrine of the Reformation:As for my part I ſee our 
ie peo-- [Wiſe Parliament fits now upon a new ſettlement of. 
83, Mr. |Government and Religion, and I will not reſolve 
nake \1t jupon any Religion, until I ſee what it concludes, 1f 
at - One, (Dr. Srilling fleet be ſo zealous as to put ina good word 
ermore, for Paganiſm before that Religious Aﬀembly, he may 
Gods-45 find Abettors, and as the Parliament cheriſhes Dr. 
oY Oates 
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Og for the extirpation of Popery, ſo it may cheriſh 

r. Stillingfleet for the introduttion of Paganiſm, and 
the erefting of Temples and Altars for holy Fupiter 

his true and evermore bleſſed God ; and if he be ſucceſs- 
ful in this undertaking, as for exchanging Presbytery 
for. Proteftency; he was promoted” to the Deanry of. 
S:-Paul, ſo by changing Chriftianity for Paganiſm, he 
may expett to be his Holy Fupiter's High Prieſt, in 
London C apitol,and reign with him everlaftingly in the 
the other life, in caſe he believes there is another, 


